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Mission Statement

To “provide diagnostic services relative to
the control, diagnosis, treatment,
prevention and eradication of diseases
for all domestic animals including cattle,
sheep, goats, swine, equine, poultry,
turkey, fowl, dogs, cats, and any wildlife
or zoo animals”

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Mission – in practical terms

Provide prompt, accurate, comprehensive 
diagnostic service and consultation to 
veterinary practitioners, livestock 
producers, companion animal owners, 
wildlife conservationists, scientists, and 
state and federal regulatory agencies

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Our Purpose

Assure animal health by providing
animal disease diagnostic, surveillance,
research and educational outreach
activities Contribute to ensuring the
safety of the food supply and the well‐
being of animal owners.

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Facilities

• 20,000 Sq ft  modern BSL‐2 facility
• About 3,000 sq ft necropsy facility
• Access to ~2,000 sq ft of BSL‐3 lab space via 
MOU with sister units of the CVM

• One incinerator
• One 5,000‐Lb tissue digester





Accreditation & Memberships

• Full‐service lab accredited by the AAVLD 
(ISO 17025 guidelines).

• Core member lab of the NAHLN
• Member of FERN

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Personnel

8 faculty:
4 anatomic pathologists
2 clinical pathologists
1 bacteriologist/molecular microbiologist
1 virologist

24 staff:
17 technical staff
4 administrative support staff
2 IT support personnel
1 full‐time quality manager The University of Georgia

College of Vet. Medicine



Services Provided

Pathology (necropsy, biopsy, cytology)
Clinical pathology
Bacteriology & Mycology
Virology & Serology
Electron microscopy
Molecular diagnostics
Specialty diagnostics: 

Laboratory animal diseases
Marine mammal diseases

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Some areas of Expertise

Renal pathology
Dermatopathology
Aquatic animal diseases
Wildlife diseases
Identification, ecology and antimicrobial 
resistance of MRSA, Salmonella and NT 
Mycobacterium
Laboratory animal disease surveillance
Forensic pathology

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Caseload

Numbers:
Accessions: ~50,000
Tests: ~100,000

Content:
Routine diagnosis
Regulatory testing: Coggins, export 
requirements, marine mammals
Surveillance testing:
National program diseases: BSE, 
brucellosis, PRV
Laboratory animals
Aquatic animals The University of Georgia

College of Vet. Medicine



Challenges

How to cope with reduced state 
funding
Carcass disposal

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Opportunities & how VetLRN can help

Veterinary Dx Labs are poised to play a major 
role in advancing One Health
VetLRN can help by strengthening pre‐harvest 
testing programs such as those in our lab to:

Reduce the transmission of pathogens (e.g 
Salmonella) from animal reservoirs to 
humans.
Generate data on the effect of antibiotic use 
in animals on occurrence of antibiotic 
resistant bacteria in humans.

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine



Athens Facilities

Questions?

The University of Georgia
College of Vet. Medicine
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