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February 23, 2006

Division of Dockets Management
Food & Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

To Whom It May Concem‘ -
RE: Docket Number 1998P-0724 RIN Number O910—AF 12 Agency Food and Drug Administration, HHS |

This letter is in response to the. proposal to revrse the FDA requirements for declaxatlon of cochineal
extract and carmine on the label of all food a:nd cosmetic products that contain these color additives.

As a manufacturer of both branded and pnvate label food and beverage products Johanna F oods, Inc.
feels that there is madequate smentrﬁc data to verify consumer beneﬁt in support of 1 revrsron to the current
regulation. ,

Currently there exist unproven claims that cochineal extract/carrmne sensmvrty exists and applies to an
extremely select number of consumers. Saturatmg the general pubhc with statistically irrelevant and
questionable information only serves to confuse and intimidate the average consumer. By focusmg
attention on a single, natural ingredient. that is being portrayed mstastefuﬁy, the FDA may madvertently
influence retailers to turn to artrﬁc1al colorants that in some mstances aﬁ'ect certam consumers inan
adverse manner. :

J ohanna Foods supports any d1rect1ve that wﬂi matenally benefit consumers, however, consumer benefit
and cost must be appropriately balanced. ‘The ‘manufacturing cost to change products and packaging in
compliance with this proposal will cost the mdustry millions of dollars. Given the fact that cochineal -
extract/carmine sensitivity is not screntrﬁcally validated together with the staggering cost of comphance
Johanna Foods recommends that the FDA stay with the current regulatron regardmg the label declaration
of cochineal extract/carmine. , , : . r

I look forward to your response in thisrriatter;

Sincerely,

NNA EOODS,

topher L. Hirét ,
Vice President Marketing & Aseptlc Sales :

Johanna Foods, Inc. - ' L o &
TSIV - c¥
CC: Robert Facchina, President / CEO ' el . ' '
Joseph Bonner, Senior Vice President Manufacrunng
Steven Stergerwalt Senior Vice President Supply: Chain Management

Douglas Kling, Vice Presrdent Sales
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