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RE:Uockett#97N-0451

,This letter is in respome to the DRAFT guidelines on microbial safety of produce rccently p(mnulgated try W
Food & Dug Administrirtion and presented at a series of Public Hearings held durinp. (IIC>~eekof December
1-5,1997. While Icolnmeild aninitiative which woltldefiance consumer confidence inlllcsnfr{y of US
grown fruit and vegetables, 1have several serious concerns regarding the process and the I)RAFT guidelines.
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The rapid pace of hearings, publication and comments may ovetlook aud/or ip,u(m resewch currenfly
inprocess whichwm sinitiatedby FDA. TJleNatloIlal Advisory Colnn~ifieea1~hlicrobio1ogical
Criteria for Foods @ACMCF) isaddressing tiisfood safety iss{le. 140wel-cr,duetotile c(]I]lplexity
ofourinctustry and lack ofsound research infornlation astopott:ntial sources rl~icrol]iologicalhazards
tI]isresearcll pr@essmust follo\v asystematicprmess, Itcanrrot behurritx! orshvrtcuttcd. Any
effort to put in p!ace federal standards on how to grow, harvest and handle commodities should have a
scientific basis ~ ~.rentjydo nothiw.

The produce industry is actively engaged in efforls to assure the microbiological snfety of fresh fruit
and vegetables. In working on this project our industry has found there is too little sound scientific
knowledge regarding the sourcesof microbialhazards. Until sufficient research is available, 1 feel it
is ridiculous to give the consumer rrfalse sense of security and diminish their cuniidence when thele is
another food safety outbreak allegedly caused by produce.

Once FDA issue guidelines, themarketplace will rapidly make the guidelines nnndatory through
conttact provisions. Thl$ will requhe me, and ali odler US producers that waut 10 s(!IIour product, to
expend resources to adjust our production practices; adjustments which ma) h.m’ew appreciable
effect on improvirtg food safety.

We live and work in a global marketplace. Most growers compete against impurted products, but
FDA has proposed no time line or strategy for having these guidelines apply to our ‘trading p,amer
counties.’ Again,.pu(ting us on an unlevel playing field with our ‘trading partncls ‘ Pius, if the US
forces our trading partners to follow a document not based on scierrcc, the rrquirerner]t will inevitably
be challenged as a non-tad[f trade barrier.

Our indurtry has a long history of providing the highest quality, safest, rrwst economical produce in the world.
To continue this tradition. . .FDA should beconcernedwith pushingforrealscientificunderstanding, not
offer the quick fix of a public relations perception campaign,

Kf?rr’t T. Hamilton
President
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