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Re: Comments "The Microbial Safety of Fresh Produce"

From: New York State Berry Growers ( ( ’ lQ N
Frank H. Wiles, Executive Secretary

This effort I believe is very important to assist the berry growers in New York to be able to
continue to produce and sell to the public berries that are safe.

This guide reminds us of parts of the production and picking, cooling and handling process that
we need to give increased priority too.

It is my judgment that our big area of concem is water quality.

In New York State, water is irrigated on berries for three reasons.
-- frost control - strawberries
-- moisture increase - strawberries, raspberries, blueberries

-- cooling of growing crop - strawberries

Method of Application

QOverhead Trickle No Irrigation
Blueberries  20% 50% 30%
Raspberries  35% 35% 30%
Ribes 20% 60% 20%
Strawberries 95% 5%

These percentages are estimated on my part and help set the stage to show that water quality is of
most concern for strawberries, the major berry crop in New York.

Source of Water:
The majority of berry growers in New York get their water from streams, creeks, rivers and

canals. The quality of these waters I'm sure varies. Growers do not knowingly use water that is
contaminated.
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Your report points out to me that in New York (I believe for the northeast) there is a need for
dollars for research for:
-- developing techniques for testing irrigation water:

where should samples be taken,
when and how often should samples be taken,
what pathogens should we be looking for,
how long are pathogens viable once on the leaves or on the fruit in the field,
what disinfectants are effective in disinfecting irrigation water,
which ones,
what rates to use,
where in irrigation process should disinfectants be added,
what stage of fruit maturity are disinfects effective?
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