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Young Pilose Antler (I) ----A Prc- 

cious Crude Drug 

In the first pharmacological work 

Shennong Bencaojing (the Shcnnong’s 

Classics on Chinese Materia Medica) 

which appeared in the period 200 B, 

C.--200A.D. in China, there was re- 

corded deer’s young antler as a medi- 

cine. Almost every part of the deer’s 

body is of use. its young antler, its 

horn glue (2), its kidney, its bone,its 

tendon, its embryo, its tail and deglu- 

ed antler powder (3), etc.. 

The deer as an animal is of the 

deer family of the artiodactyl order 

of the mammal class of vertebrata, 

There are many species of deer in the 

world, but only two species,the spot- 

I 
ted deer a;d the red deer are raised 

and used as medicine in China, The 

deer is adaptable to nature, SO it is 

easy to raise and propagate it. At 

present deers are being raised in many 

provinces and cities in our country, 

The purpose of raising d,eers is to get 

the young antler for medical use. 

The young antler grows from the 



frontal bone of a male deer, In gencr- 

al we use two methods of reaping 

the young antler, One of them is saw- 

ing the young antler and Sawing 

usually begins when the deer is three 

years old, once or twice a year. The 

other method is cutting the deer’s 

antler together with the skull of a 

slaughtered deer. The picked young 

antler must be treated with boiling 

water to get rid of eStravasated blood 

(4) and then dried up for use, 

$. According to research reports of 

modern medical science, the deer’s 

young antler contains gelatin, calcium 

carbonate, calcium phosphate, magne- 

sium salts and a little follicular hor- 

mone, etc.. The deer’s young antler 

and its patent medicines can strengthen 

one’s vitality as a whole. Experiments 

on animals have proved it can streng- 

then the contraction of heart and has 

similar effect as that of sexual hor- 

mone, I3esides, it is good for ulcers 

and wounds failing to heal for long 

periods of time and it can promote 

regeneration of new tissues, Accord- 

ing to the theory of traditional Chinese 

medicine, the deer’s young antler is 

warm in property, sweet in taste and 

!t acts on the kidney, the liver, the 

heart and the pericardium (5’). It has 

the effect of replenishing reproductive 

essence and marrow (‘*), nourishing the 

blood (7), supporting the yang (8) and 

strengthening muscles and bones (g) .it 

cures all kinds of weakness(l”), e.g., 

debility and general exhaustion and 

adynamia of the loin and knees (l*), 
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dizziness and spontaneous emission(l2’ 

in men, uterine bleeding and morbid 

leucorrhea 118), etc. in women, The 

deer’s young antler, in general, is 

made into pills or bolus, powders 
and medicated liquors, for example, 

the Genseng -Lu- Rong- Wan (Ginseng 

Antler Pills) are a good remedy for 

curing general weakness and exhaus- 

tion (14), deficiency of original vital 

energy (15), adynsmia of limbs (ls), 
emaciation (17) 

F etc. Lu- Rong - Fen 
(deer’s young antler, powder) is an 

effective remedy for incessant uterine 
bleeding (l 8 ), etc. Seng-Rong -Yao-Jiu 

(Ginseng Antler Medicated Liquor) 

is good for Neurasthenia,general debi- 

lity, spontaneous emissions, impoten- 

ce(lg), menstrual disturbances (20). 
Conspicuous efficacies of the deer’s 

young antler have won high commenda- 

tion from patients both at home and 

abroad and the patent medicines and 

medicated liquor made with it have a 

good sale on domestic and foreign 

markets, 

[$3~1(l.)Young pilose antler (deer’s 

young antler)&% (2) horn glue @&B 

(3) deglued powders of deer’s antler 

i,e, the pale residue of antler after 

removal of its glue & +#j $j i(4) extr- 

avasated blood @trfa (5) pericardiumrL> 

I@ (6) to repienish reproductive essence 

and marrow &~~~~ (7) to nourish the 

blood j$& (8) to support yang @$pB (9) to 

strengthen the muscles and hones $3 B , 
f&#-(10> all kinds of weakness --@&#fi 

(Il)adynamia of the loin and knees &,j 

jl$S!Siis; (12) d izziness spontaneous emi- 



ssion lt&GJ#$& (1.3) uterine bleeding and @, (l’/)emaciation BZa;@s (Il()inces- 

morbid leucorrhea g$#@T (14)general sant uterine bleeding $@T 71; fi (19) 

I weakness and exhaustion i$$@E$fi (15) impotence IW&$ (26)menstruaX distur- 

deficiency of original vital energy z bances %;zriill;ipi 

27f;,@ (16)adynamia of limbs W@f$ 

tws?:x ascending and descending, 

floating and sinking-direction of the 

action of drugs, The ascending and 

floating drugs have an upward and 

outward effect and are used for 

activating vitality, inducing sweat 

and dispelling cold,while the descend- 

ing and sinking drugs, having a 

downward and inward effect,are used 

for tranquillizing, causing contrac- 

tion, releiving cough, arresting 

emesis, and promoting diuresis or 

purgation, 

*B, $$s,lJ\t, 5% extremely poison- 

ous, moderately poisonous, slightly 

poisonous and non-poisonous drugs 

-a classification of drugs accor- 

ding to their toxicit?, 

~2~ three grades of drugs-an ancient 

classification of drugs chiefly based 

upon their toxicity 

lr% high grade drugs, which are 

supposed to be non-toxic, possessing 

rejuvenating properties and can be 

taken frequently and for long periods 

of time without harm, 

~$jB@#s+@ diaphoretics with pungent 

and warm properties, such as Herba 

Ephedrae, Ramulus Cinnamomi, etc, , 

which are usually used for treating 

exterior symptom-complex caused by 

wind and cold, 

$$+&B Antipyretics; febrifuges, drugs 

which, being cool or cold in property, 

have the action to clear up internal 

heat, and are usually used in febrile 

or inflammatory conditions and 

other heat symptom-complexes, 

$@$$&$##@j febrifugal and detoxicant 

drugs; drugs for eliminating toxic 

heat, Toxic heat as a pathogenic fac- 

’ tor Causes inflammation, mostly pyo- 

genie, Some of the febrifugal and 

detoxicant drugs such as Herba And- 

rographitis, Radix Isatidis and Rhi- 

zoma Paradis have been shown to 

have antipyretic, antibacterial or an- 

tiviral actions, while others have the 

effect to enhance immune function, 

g%s carmina,tivesJdrugs for regulat- 

ing the flow of vital energy,Most of 

them are aromatic in odour, pungent 

in flavour and warm in property and 

have the action to promote the nor- 

mal flow of the vital energy,remove 

obstruction or stagnation of the vital 

energy, alleviate pain, activate the 
function of the stomach, and releive 

nausea, vomiting and hiccough. 
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