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The award is the State of California's highest and most prestigious environmental
honor.

The Ocean Conservancy recognizes the need to ensure adequate food safety
and the high level of public interest in this issue following recent outbreaks of
E.coli contamination linked to agricultural produce. We urge the US FDA to work
closely withlhe U.S. Envlronm~ntatProtection Agency as well as-State and - --
Regional Water Quality Control Boards to make sure that efforts to improve food
safety do not come at an unnecessary cost to environmental protection and
water quality. Specifically, we urge the US FDA to ensure that its actions do not
result in growers removing on-farm vegetation designed to filter agricultural
pollution and improve water quality.

In conclusion, we ask that the US FDA ensure that recommendations or
requirements designed to improve food safety be based on scientific research
and not merely on fear and that environmental considerations be given a high
priority in all decision-making.

Sincerely,

Kaitilin Gaffney
Central Coast Program Manager

cc: Jerry R. Gillespie, Director, Western Institute for Food Safety and Security
James N. Sieber, Director, Western Regional Research Center, USDA
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