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Vice President
Richard G. Gower, MD ('07)
Spokane, 14 A

'Iteasumr Dear Colleague :

Stanley M. Fineman, MD ('07 )
Marietta, G a The American College of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology representing over 250 0
Past Presib•nts practicing allergists in the United States agrees that the removal of all CFCs is important
Myron J . Z tt, MD ( '07) for our environment, but some of the important medications that we use daily to help
North Bab3 Ion, NY control and improve the quality of life of our patients with asthma could be jeopardized

William K. Dolen, MD ('08) by this rule . Some of the medications on the list scheduled for removal are unique and at
Augusta, c a present, there is no substitute in an HFA device for patients depending on thes e

Board oFR .3gents medications on a daily basis . This is different from the rulings on inhaled corticosteroids
and albuterol . When three agents in HFA formulation were approved for use, then the

Bradley E_ Chipps, MD ('07) CFC versions were to be removed from the marketplace . One example on the list of a
Sacramentc, CA unique agent is cromolyn sodium . This agent is the only non-steroid inhaler for control of
lames R. C laflin, MD ('08) asthma in the US. Many of our patients prefer anon-steroid alternative for asthma
Oklahoma ity, ox control . It also is extremely effective for patients not able to tolerate albuterol in th e
Michael B . Foggs, MD ('08) prevention of exercise-induced bronchospasm. It also shows response in the prevention of

Chicago, n asthma triggered by animals . Many of our patients would be impacted with poorer control
Luz S_ Fon icier, MD ( '09 )
Mineola, N Y

of their asthma with removal of this medication prior to the development of an HFA

Bret R. Ha ~ rnore, MD ( '08)
formulation .

Junior FIT Rep.

Washingtoi,, DC Pirbuterol, a short-acting beta agonist, is unique due to its device . It is the only rescue

Soo Hee K m-Delio, MD (•07) medication for asthma in a breath actuated device available in the US . Some of our
Senior FIT Rep. patients are not able to use a regular metered-dose inhaler as they can't coordinate
Washingtoh, DC actuating and breathing. This device allows them to receive optimal dosage of their
Todd A . Mdhr, MD ( '07 )
La Grosse, V1'T

rescue medication without worrying about using the device correctly. In a life-threatening

lames E . Illallette, Jr., MD ('07)
asthma attack, this could make a great difference .

Speaker, H use of Delegates
Florence,~ L We, the American Co llege of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology believe that each

Bryan L . N lartin, DO ('07) asthma medication on the list for removal should be evaluated separately by the FDA . As
Washingto- i, DC mentioned above, some of these medications are unique and removal from the market
Kathleen F . May, MD ('08) will put a hardship on our patients . These agents should be continued to be produced and

Cumberland, MD available by a prescription until their HFA formulations are developed and approved for
Richard A . Nicklas, MD ('09) use by the FDA .
Washingto t, DC

James L . Sublett, MD ('09) Sincerely, Sincerely,
Louisville . K Y
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