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Duar Mrt Jackson,

mmww vo&oﬂliuCom‘nacea the Envirotmment, Public Heilth and
Conrsumer Policy 6f the Burapean Parfinmegt (BNVI) an fhe propoesal of the Commirsion
for & Duigpéan Paliament and Commer! Diroctive amending Divective $S/2BC on fond
additivéa other then dvlours and sweeteners (COM (2002)832 ~ 200270274 (COD)) on
11 Suom 2003, you ssked for the views of the Cnmmission on two propossd awndments:

(1) Yo anthorise carbon manoxide (COJY ax a food additiva
()  To withdraw authorisations for nisin and netgmyein
Mr Dyme Lus asked me oo give you the following expladstions:
3. Carbon mbnoxide

The Cosmunission recetved the request from Norwity lo anthorize CO @3 3 packaging gas.
Norway had anthuriscg iemporarily the use nf cxrbon monnzide as a food additive nnder
Asticle § of Dircstive 8¥107/EEC on the epproximaticn of the laws of the Mumbor
States concemning food pdditives nuthasised fix use mn foodsmffs futended for humas
ctaramption, The suthorisation came to abt end on 1 October 2000,

On 13-December 200t, the Sciemific Comemittee on Food adopted an epinion on the usc
of rasboy monexido ss & packsging sus for fresh mest. The Commities Soncluded that
“rhere ix no Haalth convern aswnciated with the use of corbon monexids ix a gas nixture
of earbon dioxids ond nitrogon as o modified atmosphere packoging gas for frozh mear
provided femparvatues Suring Yar sicrage ond vansport 2oes not excesd 4°C., Riwowr.
#As Comumirrec wiyhes fo polst o thas, shousd produces br stored wnder tnappropriate
conditions, the presence of CO may maxk vigwal avidereo of spoilage. *
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Thauummbmkammlﬁmﬂbnﬁcokmms&ambmndcchhrmmmk
i« our opinion et # maiatain the rod coloar of fresh mest woubl mixlpad the coupurace
ummmorwmmmmmmmwmm
© fox the mthoriaation of 1 feud additive us listod i Annex U of Disective SS/IBVEEC,
wmmaas&mmmmwum“ mmmneamu
mm&zmoimMmMa" FiEd W

the, tredtect aret poduct ix oot stored wnder eonditlonz’ 4°CY s itamay
sk spoilage. This is of particuley relecshos i Member' Stited wdish dave x warm
chmm&cmcmumﬁe!themﬂmosduum&hmﬁmmby
abelling that tie colow of e meat does 10t necessarily refivct its fFeshness. It is our
npinion that ¢vel sush cxtensive labelling would not sofve tie problem, &9 part of the
mmbm&mdmmmmmmmmmaammdwmw
op the weitten infiarmation givén on tic Jabel,

2 &) Wisin

Nisin is an sntimicrobial peptitls scereted in fermenfed mitk by ¥ Tactic 2:id bacterivm. it
13 wathorized ax » preservitive Sor chocse and other products. The tain uses of nisin are -
w0 comtol i, spoflige hacterin  Nikin is effecive agaitist Listoris atid sparo-dinming

hear-resistant bucteria such o those that catse botulism, ¥ iz not usod in medicine and

there socins o be uo resistance problsms. I fhe authoeization of nisls wonld bo

withdrawn, alieroative pressteatives would ticed 10 be used, The Comtission sgrees with

the principle that anti-miesobial agents shauld not be used in ¥he food prodaction chain.

Hm&.mmsmmhmmcnwmukmm Food Sefety

Autherily (FFSA) for ap opinioh on the sffectivoucss of nisin a8 an agent to prevent

batuliss: and ot porsible temative substances, bofore deciding whicther it 15 approptiate

1o fnopose chavges to the existiog authorisations.

2 b)Y Natamycin

Nnmﬁnha‘mﬁﬁdemmm&mmmzdchmmd satsapes,
I 2002, the WHO/FAQ expect commities (JECFA) kvalnwted retaniecin with « speeific
roquest fo bgsess the lasue of anfimiicrobial resisiance, The Committde conclided Bt
resistance would not be ¥ en issge™. The Cowrissiop will ask EFRA or ah opinion -
whethet by applving good menufecturing practice (GMP) the use of the substanre eould
be axoided. bofors deciding whether it is sppropristc to proposs clinges 1 e txisting
authorisions,

T taks the opportusity to copmient on othey amendments endomsed by *he ENV1
Covamttes on 1Y June 2002

" A manber of ancndmems reguest the Comuimrion to review cewating authorisationg, Once
amendnrent asks even 1o 1siew all authoiisations for adddives by end of 2006, Thess

amandraents  duplicale the reqliirements of the femework Uirettive on additives
89/107REC which voquests in its Annex I that alf additives are kept wmdder contumos
nhserugtion and mugt be fo evalvsted whencver nweessary, To this end. the Commustion
bas submstied to the Edropean Partivncent and the Council an intake report on additives
and idetifiod a numher af gdditives for which more refined intakee cstimnies should be
carried out The Crmmission rofuested the Momber States to subenft sciual fond
consumptics date aombrines! with the actual usage lovels for these additives. On 1 banis
of these date the Commssion will Hocrde whtther the curren? suthorisations heve to be
podified  Tu meet e comoems axpressed n the  respective  arendments, the
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Comﬁaimwﬂdmw&ﬂbhdmlmcfmkﬁid;in&cmm«iwwm
requoste the Commission to farwerd 1o the Evropean Parliseant 2 progreas repart an
thnco cJnatictie within £ va .

Ox nitrglos and nitrites, § wonld like to fuform vou thit we have already asked SFSA to
advise ibe Comumizsion with high prieuty ou the mixistm lovels of niteates and oiifites
roquintd to sl exert 3 sufficlent preservative offiet 4o avoid botaBam, The fevels must
be syitable tp protest the consustiers Rum micrabinl tivky i Gie whale Cannutivy,
jrehnling the Bauthoen Member States which have 3 woum climate.

Fot the new additive wdrogenated pily-1-fecene, ohe omritment roqs
withln 2 yeats.This additive has hecn evatusied by the SeleibiBe Comisitie
(5CT} in July 2001 wl an sccepble daily. intake of 6 nig/ky botyweigit jtas besn sed.
o sitribule resoutves for the priority cvalustion of Mis récently svaluated additive. I
adiion, it would be fir (0o carly o review the asthogsation for diis new additive withix
2 yews. muca the nubistance nedids o bo authorised and used for a fow yoars hefore
reslistic tngake cstimationn can bn carvied opt.

On the thres sdditiver T 230, E 231 sl E 232, which arc used fiv post-lervest troetmont
of citus Huit, the intention of the Commission is tv cover theam ity the fabwe by the
pesiicide legriation. Therefore, we propose to delcte them from Directive S3/57EC. In
order to weet the remcems sbout 2 possiblo lepal gap an suthorisstion and abelling
oblgations. (hs Commismnn covld accept the inclusion of an Article which keeps these
subsiarees: as food additives until refcvani provisions avs inchuded i the posticide
12glalatian. However, ths provision can osly apply te E 231 and B 232 sitce the posticide
industry dows ot supporl B 230 in the evaluation prograrhmin of pesticides croovding to -
Diirective 81741 /EEL, mepning that the industiy did not commis jiself to sulunit the date
necessaty tor cvalnation. Thys, the authorisation for this addit ve showdl be withdrann

The Corvmissiun moposed 1o anend the defibition of stahiligets in order to opply the
requiraiments for food additives tv crovs-Hink profeing used i the preparation of maat
products. Currciitly, such sobmances are used wnder national nies. By widening the
definition of stabiliscrs snd thos including spch substances into the seope of Dircctive
DSIUEC, they bave to undergo 3 sefoly cvalustion which certainly whuld improve the
cumrent simaiion 1n respace i e profection of cohsumens® hiakh., Alss, consumcnn
would bu infooncd about their use by labelling.

Ihe rapparteyr together with the shadow rapporteurs, the Cotacil representsttves and the

Commission we cumenily negolisting in order 1o athieve adoption of this proposal in the
first reading. 1 sin<crely hope fhat thess explasiations will belp 1o find agreashent beiween
the thivs Institaticns. :

Yours sinceraly,
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