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VAdm. Richard Carmona

Surgeon General of the United States

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 18-66

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Surgeon General Carmona:

I am writing to invite you to schedule an HHS Task Force on Drug Importation listening
session in Ohio.

The Task Force has had a good start, with significant input from a variety of stakeholders
and an opportunity for the public to submit written comment. All of the Task Force’s
listening sessions and public meetings to date, however, have been held in the
Washington area. ‘

My constituents have traveled to Canada to buy medicine and escape the drug
companies’ price discrimination against Americans. They know from personal
experience that importation could give them access to the same safe, effective medicine
sold in the U.S., but at much more affordable prices. They know that blocking
importation would create an access barrier that has real consequences for patient health
and safety. They know that the government that put a man on the Moon can ensure the
safety of imported prescription drugs.

The consequences of the importation debate will be felt on Main Street, not on Capitol
Hill or Pennsylvania Avenue. Iurge you to join me in Ohio for a Task Force listening
session this year. Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

S Ly

SHERROD BROWN
Member of Congress
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