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Farmer's Best Intl, LLC strongla behevtcs thﬁt: enﬁam‘&i se@unty of the U.S. food supply
is crucial for the continued safﬁy of U.S consumers and ﬁlen?gonﬁdence in the fresh
fruit and vegetable necessary fér good hgalth, I\@gs@mgai’r? tniports fresh produce from
Mexico through the port of entr3;in Nogales! Anzowa. Iﬁmﬁoud of our proven
commitment to prov1d1ng safe, hlﬁi lity pﬁéﬁtt& 10 sAmerican consumers, and I
believe the provisions in the Bwferrorlém Act o,f 2@2eﬁould ensure that we can continue
this tradition. :
However, the prior notice r ulrement§ﬁvmnn the day before product physically enters
the United States will dlverﬁ@portané@ governi‘gem resaurces that already work to
ensure food safety. Additionalf ,«gﬁe@u figa duph@ate data subtglssmn system that is
not linked to the U.S. Customs ’&aﬁ‘ t utication efforts of

. distutbing, the proposed prior notice
Crease, the risk of intérnational contamination to the
U.S. food supply and will sig Mﬁﬁlmlt my ab?h‘ty to deliver safe, quality produce to
U.S. consumers. T

Tt.c impact on my business will prove to be devastating if the prior notice rule is
implemented in its current form. The growers I work with typically harvest produce in
the moming and pack and cool product in the afternoon. By late afternoon of evening,
shipments leave for the border to arrive the following morning. Almost everything the
grower ships would not meet the 12:00 prior day requirement, and my company would be
forced *v wait up to an additional 32 hours to fill customers’ orders. Given the highly
pexishable nature of produce, those customers would not want to wait for produce that
has declined in appearance and quality and increased in ripeness to a point that some of it
may become overripe before they have been able to sell it. Therefore, they will look for
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other supply sources or pay significantly less for produce that would still cost the same
amount to grow and ship.

An important inaccuracy to clarify is the FDA’s assumption that my company controls
the amounts of specified product that will be sent to the border before it is even
Harvested. On the contrary, we act as a sales agent for the grower who decided the
juantities of product they have to sell. Additionally, the same amount of harvestable
produce is not available everyday due to weather and plant conditions. Some days there
may be more produce to pick than others, and neither my company nor the grower can
piedict the exact amount that may be réady f@r haw&% -on a given day.

The proposed rule will create forCSQésbla pr@k 21 fsf other government agencies on the
border that already have 1mp1m&%¢)mlterf6nsm systems. The FDA is proposing that
all prior notice submissions. i&éiu&eﬁ& Customs entry identification number. However,
the entry number is asmgnﬁgwh srmation regarding a shipment is sent to Customs.
Due to the fact that the exact™w ofthe tmck mmt usually known until a truck
reaches the border, the FDA woutd requlrc‘ g‘ rers i f;lwﬁaccurate incomplete and
false information to Customs. This i is espm&ily pmbi@maﬁc as Customs does not permit
electronic amendments on it system “unlike'the FDA prior natice proposal that would
allow for limited amendments* This pmposai w;m;ldxeqﬁm ‘manual corrections and
reentry by Customs when the specxﬁc eums ultm;mely made, it would also increase
wait times at the border, and it wéutd ingrease %ﬂm‘ﬁ’ber of tricks inside the Customs
compound waiting for secondary’ mspms lmpox;taag‘“Customs and FDA resources that
would be better devoted to ghtiterrorisi efforts’ Wbu’fé be diverted to reconciling
paperwork and incompatible: databascs

One extremely dangerous res.llt of thé@ropose mr notﬁce rule will be the number of
trucks idling on the side of uri Righways walttgxgg‘or their window of time to cross

the border. My company woul&;n%& her receive:the pradnet as soon as possible in
ou- secure warehouses than have on the s1&w£§h@¥n@iway vulnerable to
intentional contamination by:# ﬁ*\ggho w1she$hmto the U.S. Given the lack of

infrastructure and resourcex at %%gﬁfer to handle the flow of trucks during the produce
svason, wait times to cross cafi'tike anywhere form several minutes to 12 hours. If a

shipment were to miss the original arrival time required by the prior notice rule, they
would be forced to file and amendment and wait two hours to rejoin the line or would be
forced to start the prior notice process over again.

Farmer's Best Intl, LLC wishes to reiterate that we fully support measures to ensure that
wz can deliver safe, secure produce to American consumers. However, we do not feel
that the current prior notice proposal is an effective use of government and industry
resources. More importantly, we feel that the current prior notice proposal actually
increases the chance that the food supply could be intentionally contaminated.
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Cur company stands ready to work with the FDA in implanting a system that would fully
leverage existing re sources and is sharing our firsthand knowledge of current importing
procedures to help the FDA develop a system that works. Please do not hesitate to contact
us if we can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

CENE
FARM
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