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JOHN E. PETERSON
EYv {115~ RICT, PENNSYLVANIA
(202) 226-5121
(202) 228-6796-FAX

Congress of the Wnited States

Bouse of Representatines
~ W e r e

-k

TWHashington, BC 205153805
November 30, 2005

Mr. Amit K. Sachdev

Associate Commissioner for Legislation
Food and Drug Administration
Department of Health and Human Services
Room 15-47

5600 Fishers Lane, Parklawn Building
Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Mr. Sachdev:

Please find enclosed a copy of the correspondence I have recently received from
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COMMITTEES
APPROPRIATIONS
RESOURCES

Co-CHAIRMAN,
CONGRESSIONAL RURAL caucls

Mr. Alan Clymire, a resident of the Fifth Congressional District of Pennsylvania. It would be most

appreciated if you would review this letter and respond directly to the constituent. Also,

copy of your response to my Washington office.
Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
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JB!ﬁ; g 'PEECI‘SEH

Member of Congress
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TTUSVILLE

127 WEsT SPRING BTREET, Syive €
TITUBVILLE, PA 18354

(814) 827-3985

(814} 827-7307 (FAX)
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please send a
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STATE COLLEGE
1824 WesT CoLLEGE AvEnuE
STATE Couuret, PA 16801

{814) 238-1778
(814} 2381018 (FAX)
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REF.

Food and Drug Admijnistration
5630 Fishers Lane

Room 1061

Rockyville, MD 20852

Docket No. 2002N-0273
RIN 0910-AF46

To Whom It May Concemn:

I am writing to express my opposition to thc proposed FDA rule regarding the use of
catrle materials in anirnal feecd. This new rule would potentially create an unnecessary
hardship on farmers and cattle producers in the U.S. by removing the means to
economically dispose of dead animals.

There does not appear to be any scientific reason to change the rule that has been in place
and working since 1997. The current government’s testing program has tested over
500,000 animals and only one has tested positive for BSE. The one positive test was in
an animal that was born before the current rulc went into effect. No material from that
animal got into the feed chain. The cumrent rule for testing and surveillance 1s working.

The new rule will force the companies that take dead animals for feed use to stop that
practice or to charge such high rates that it would put a serious economic strain on the
tarmers and cattle producers. The alternative disposal means, such as burying the
animals, are also expensive and a potential environmental disaster. We will see much
tighter environmental regulations and fewer places to dispose of the material.

The new rule puts an undue burden on what is an already economically marginal business

and is unnecessary given the current level of scientific knowledge. I sirongly urge the
FDA not to adopt the new rule.
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Sincerely.
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