September 5, 2001
Dear Ms. Topper,

This is to add my voice in support of the medical use of opiate analgestics
in various patient populations, including pediatric patients and patients
with chronic pain of nonmalignant etiology. I have suffered with
intractable chronic spinal pain for the past 22 years and it’s only
because of the aid of the above that I’ve been able to remain productive,
supporting myself financially by stili being able to work a part-time
work schedule and volunteering in the community as a Hospice
Volunteer. It is the foundation of my well-being. As you know the
effects of chronic pain are devastating both emotionally and financially,
and sometimes even psychologically life-threatening. In addition, my
brother is a 32-year quadriplegic who has chronic bone/nerve pain and
the opiates are the only thing that keep him plugging along in an
excruciating situation. Life is Living Hell when you’re in chronic pain.

Ironically, ’m very sure that many more individuals like me and my
brother who would travel to speak at the meeting but are prohibited
from doing so due to the pain itself! They continue to suffer in silence.
Rest assured, there are thousands and thousands of voices you will never
hear pleading for some bit of relief.

For both me and my brother, I BEG THE FDA to do the humane thing
and choose quz_lligy @ife and the productivity it brings as their priority.

R

aureen Mugrace
33 Wilan Lane
Albany, NY 12203
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