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The Honorable Mike Leavitt, Secretary =
US Department of Health and Human Services -
Hubert Humphrey Building

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 615F
Washington DC 20201

Dear Secretary Leavitt:

‘

On behalf of the 22,000 members of the Florida Medical Association, Florida Osteopathic Medical
Association and the Florida Academy of Family Physicians, we wish to applaud you Mr. Secretary, HHS
and the FDA for its efforts to simplify the often complicated and incomprehensible language in package
inserts that our patients receive with their prescription medications. The language is not only much more
consumer friendly, it is our hope that there will be a significant decrease in the incidence of medical
errors associated with prescription medication.

We especially commend the HHS and the FDA for providing much needed liability relief to practicing

physicians, especially in states, like Florida, where professional liability rates haive skyrocketed foréing -’

some of our members to either retire early or leave our wonderful state, a state awash with retirees and
. . aging baby-boomers. . . .. .. . . _ e e oo E sl -
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~"Know that Flot;ida’s'physi‘c.iansi(;ténd ready to assure that this new rule is implemsnted for the safety of

." “our patients..
'
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Sincerely,

AA. ndra ;Z

Sandra Argenio, M.D.
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Troy Tippett, M.D.

President Presidént President
Florida Academy Florida Medical Association Florida Osteopathic
of Family Physicians Medical Association

CC: Senator Steve Wise
Senator Dan Webster
Representative Dudley Goodlette
Representative Dick Kravitz
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