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The Honorable Mike Leavitt, Secretary 
U. S. Department of Health and Human Services o ~ D `e` 
Hubert Humphrey Building ~ A = 
200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 615F o -:0 - ' 
Washington, D.C . 20201 CID 

Dear Secretary Leavitt: 

As a patient advocate and Executive Director of the Epilepsy Foundation Middle and 
West Tennessee, I am very pleased with the recent decision by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to revise the content and format of prescription drug labels . For 
years, patients have been faced with confusing and complex labels that provided little 
understandable information about their medicine. 

It is my understanding that the new labels will feature a "Patient Counseling Information 
Section" which will give patients clear, understandable information and help them 
become more knowledgeable about their own health and the medicine they are taking . 
This new rule is a common sense approach that will be tremendously helpful in furthering 
health literacy . 

I commend the FDA for its continued assurance of providing safe medicines for our 
country and the world . I offer our support and thanks to the FDA for this courageous 
decision that will certainly benefit millions of patients everywhere . " 

Since , A 

JoyL~ Whitmer 
Executive Director 
Epilepsy Foundation Middle and West Tennessee 
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