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Washington, D.C . 20201 

Dear Secretary Leavitt : 
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One of the purposes of the California Academy of Physician Assistants ("CAPA") is to 
promote measures that will enhance the ability of physician assistants to provide safe, 
cost effective medical care services to the citizens of California. We feel strongly that 
the January 18, 2006 decision by the U .S . Food & Drug Administration (FDA) that 
revises the prescribed format and content of prescription drug labels is a measure that 
will boost health literacy, ensure that more patients actually take their medicine and 
help prevent harmful drug interactions . 

"Americans are overwhelmed with the complexity of health information," Surgeon 
General,Dr. Richard Carmona said in a statement. "We have hit a point of information 
overload and the public health message is being diluted. This is of great concern when 
it comes to making sure a patient knows how to use prescription drugs safely and 
effectively." We agree with Surgeon General Carmona and are pleased to see that this 
rule deals with the issue of incomprehensible prescription drug labels . For years, 
patients taking medications have been faced with labels that were infinitely complex 
and provided very little understandable information about how to take their medicine. 
Complex and lengthy labels have also made it more difficult for health care providers 
to identify critical risk and safety information to communicate to patients . 

Again, we offer our support and thanks to the FDA for this courageous decision that 
will continue to allow the approval of safe and efficacious medicines for consumers. 

Sincerely, 
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Amelia Naccarto-Coleman, PA-C 
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