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Rockville, MD, 20852

Docket # 01N-0067 - AGAINST the FDA Rule on Mercury Dental Fillings

Dear FDA:

As author of both a bill about mercury amalgam fillings and a resolution about your regulation, I oppose the FDA regulation about mercury amalgam.

My bill, A.B. 2270, that would (1) phase out mercury fillings for everyone in five years, (2) stop its use immediately for children and pregnant women, and (3) provide health warnings for all until the product is phased out.  The bill is based on the current scientific research, taking into account the extraordinary fact that the mercury in dental fillings is toxic before it goes into the mouth, and a hazardous waste when it comes out.

My resolution, A.J.R. 59, attached, points out the following: Your regulation totally ignores all the recent scientific research about the health risks of amalgam.  It ignores state disclosure laws.  It appears aimed at drawing attention away from considering the federal Watson-Burton bill, H.R. 4163, which has the same three goals as my bill.  Your “disclosure” provision fails to tell consumers any information about the risks of mercury dental fillings, especially to children and pregnant women.

Of biggest concern to me, your language about “uniform disclosure”
will have the effect of preempting state laws.  The states have long had a major role in regulating professional services, and we believe that accurate details health warnings about all risks be provided to consumers.

Sincerely,

Dick Dickerson

Assemblyman, 2nd District

California State Legislature 

