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Auishal~m Khmmer 
17645th St. As Z&6 

I$&: Canned Foods Expiration Date-Petition 

Dear Sir/Jyladam: 

A very long time ago, I have encountered a major/grave problem and 

finally decided to act upon rectifying it, by means of logging onto your 

WebSite and finding out all the necessary & relevant information on how 

to submit a petition to you-such as the one I am submitting to you here. 

I kindly request that the FDA consider issuing a mandatory and 

uniform regulation stipulating that ALL Food Product Manufacturers 

(whether local or overseas) should print a CLEAR, LEGIBLE & INTELLlGfBLE 

Product Expiration Date printed on ALL of the products which are sold in 

the U.S. (in the standard, well-accepted & recognized form of stating the 

month, the day & the year of expiration!). 

If a certain food product is imported into the U.S.-it should be made 

clear to the overseas manufacturer then, that the aforementioned rules 

of printing an Expiration Date on a product is a standard required U.S. 

procedure (in what regards the importation of their product/s). This 

may or may not lead to the manufacturer’s making the necessary 



changes/adaptations, on his/her part (namely: printing an additional 

Expiration Date on the exported product, a date which will be clear, easily 

read & understood, in the U.S.!). 

Currently, an infinite number of stores shelf products the Expiration 

Date of which is marked in an unintelligible & indecipherable manner (in a 

form of a code consisting of a series of numbers with or without letters, 

and sometimes even smudged) and if you do not believe me (or if it is 

necessary) check your local stores or otherwise-l wilJ mail to you PLENTY 

of samples-as a proof!). 

This intolerable situation has led to a point (which I have 

personally witnessed over the years) where a lot of stores take advantage 

of the lax regulations pertaining clarity & uniformity (insofar as the 

printed Product Expiration Date) is concerned. 

More often than ever stores sell products (particularly canned foods) 

which have been sitting on the shelf for too long (the expiration Date of 

which has elapsed). One reason for my knowing this is the fact that I have 

already been “burnt out” by buying products, like Canned Foods which 

didn’t taste right ‘3 I.. 
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or tasted bad/spoiled to a point where I had to throw them out altogether. 

On other occasions, I was “burnt out” again, by buying cans which 

have been rusty (due to long periods of “sitting” time & corrosion to - 

where they ended up being sold to another store, for a cheaper price, 

which then, in turn, turned to sell them to their customers at what the 

store called a “Bargain/Saving Price”. 

This situation has led to my becoming sick (not once!) until I 

learned my lesson as not to buy anymore any product which does not bear 

any clear Expiration Date on it. 

But what about all the other people? Those who may fall into the 

same trap of buying a product which sbuid have been REMOVED from the 

shelves a long time ago? Why should they have to learn it the liARD way, 

too, like I did ? What about a thing calfed: “Public Safety?” (not to 

mention a thing called: “Decency” when being sold a product which is not 

good any more just for the sake of robbing the innocent/naive buyers out 

of their money and making a dirty profit? And what about an incredible 

number of Law Suits which can be fited on these grounds? 



I am appalled that nobody has ever given the matter some thought (or 

if they have never led to any concrete solution to this problem!). 

r/the current situation means is a clear & obvious WEALTH HAZARD & 

Deceit to the public!!! 

Based on your response to this petition, I shall decide on my future 

course of action. If I find it to be unsatisfactory, I shall have to resort to 

involving some people in the U.S. Legislative Echelon as well as certain 

Consumer Advocating Organizations and finally, the media! 

Lastly, 5 hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge, this 

petition includes all the necessary information relevant to the petition 

(unless I am advised by you, to submit evidence which I could & would do 

but please keep in mind-we are referring to a common daily nationwide 

practice which you yourselves can easily witness-if you look for it! 

I am looking forward to your earliest response eagerly, 



ENVlRiIhfvlEFdTAL iMPACT 

Dear RoraPksr: 

Whens~Per~~affaads~- 
foodsl)&Wntktres#eE~~~~t)lre~k 
unclear (uniW&iigibCe w -i# w -IBo#tjl. Xbnned lb&s, -for 
example, may have the following unclear Expiration Dates: E 413 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT/continued 

The impact of buying a product the Expiration Date of which is 
unclear is huge: the public is exposed to unfresh products which 
may have been shetved for too long, resulting in being moldy, 
mitde~~theinsideort~~a#ofnrkich-~even~~~ 
the outside...! 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The impact of buying a product the Expiration Date of which is 
unclear is huge: the public is exposed to unfresh products which 
may have been shelved for too long, resulting in being moldy, 
mildewy on the inside or the can of which may even be rusty-on 
the outside...! 

This obviously poses a great health hazard to the public (like 
Food Poisoning, particularly with he elderly & those with 
compromised immune systems). 

I, the submitter of this Petition to the FDA, certify hereby, that 
due to lack of standardization in posting Expiration Dates on 
products, have ended buying unfresh products-the consumption 
of which made me sick (I have also purchased products which on 
first exterior inspection, looked o.k. but which actually happened 
to be rusty, upon second closer inspection!). 

Furthemore, it is the !egRimate & fair right of the 
paying c&sumers to receive the appmpriirte return-fof tfieir time 
& money spent on purchasing 3 product. It is a matter of deceit to 
the pubHctomake IWmvay formtheyare ledtobefieve, is 
fresh WtWin reality,wttatthey rec&ve,ireturn, arrfresh 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The impact of buying a product the Expiration Date of which is 
unclear is huge: the public is exposed to unfresh products which 
may have been shelved for too tong, resulting in being moldy, 
mildewy on the inside or the can of which may even be rusty-on 
the outside...! 

This obviously poses a great health hazard to the public (like 
Food Poisoning (particularly w&h he elderly & those with 
compromised immune systems). 

I, the submitter of this Petition to the FDA, certify hereby, that 
due to lack of standardization in posting Expiration Dates on 
products, have ended buying unfresh products-the consumption 
of which made me sick (1 have also purchased products which on 
first exteriur inspection, looked o& but whiti actually happened 
to be rusty, upon second closet inspection!). 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The impact of buying a product the Expiration Date of which is 
unclear is huge: the public is exposed to unfresh products which 
may have been shelved for too tong, resulting in being moldy, 
mildewy on the inside or the can of which may even be rusty-on 
the outside...! 

This obviously poses a great health hazard to the pubfic (Iike 
Food Poisoning particularly with he elderiy & those with 
compromised immune systems). 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The impact of buying a product the Expiration Date of which is 
unclear is huge: the public is exposed to unfresh products which 
may have been shelved for too long, resulting in being moldy, 
mildewy on the inside or the can of which may even be rusty-on 
the outside...!! 

This obviously poses a great health hazard to the public (like 
Food Poisoning p particularly with he elderly & those with 
compromised immune systems). 

Furthermore, it is the legitimate & fair right of the paying 
consumers to receive the appropriate return for their time & 
money spent on purchasing a product. It is a matter of deceit to 
the public to make them pay for what they are fed to believe, is 
fresh while in reality, what they receive, in return, unfresh 
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