Biographical Sketch: James F. O’Hanlon, Ph.D. 

Dr. O’Hanlon is currently employed as Staff Psychopharmacologist by the Tri-Counties Regional Center, one of 21 similar institutions established by California State legislation for providing services to the developmentally disabled. His major responsibility is to monitor psychoactive medication prescribed to the Center’s 7,800 clients and assist their physicians in optimizing pharmacotherapy. Dr. O’Hanlon is also employed by the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he annually teaches courses in neuro-pharmacology, psychopharmacotherapeutics and drugs of abuse. 

Dr. O’Hanlon is an Emeritus Professor in Experimental Psychopharmacology from the Dutch University of Maastrict, where he was also Founding Director of the Institute for Human Psychopharmacology. During the 22 years he stayed in The Netherlands, Dr. O’Hanlon served as Principle Investigator in 72 clinical and experimental trials with drugs. Much of that effort was devoted to assessing the effects of drugs on driving. Dr.O’Hanlon and his colleagues developed standardized methods that are applied unchanged for the same purpose today.

Dr. O’Hanlon is the author and co-author of 180 publications, including the book, Drugs and Driving (Taylor and Francis, London, 1986. He has served on numerous professional panels and national and international commissions for improving the safety of drug use by patients who drive. He is a Fellow of the Collegia Internationale Neuropsycho-pharmacologium and a Member of the European College of Neuropsychopharmacology and the British Association of Psychopharmacologists. 

