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RE Docket No OON 1396 and OOD 1598
February 8, 2001
. ‘Dear Comm1s31oner

. FDA’s recently proposed standards on genetrcally engrneered (GE) foods fa11 to protect
* ‘consumers, and should be strengthened Overwhelmingly, the public: supports testing.and -
' labehng of products that contarn GE foods. Amencans deserve to know what weare -
- feedrng our families. : - - SRR

“Your* not1f1cat10n pohcy is.an 1nsult to consumers and 1rrespons1bly 1gnores strong
- scientific evidence of numerous potent1a1 health and environmental risks to GE foods. .
" You should be aware that these foods could. be toxic, could cause allerglc responses,
could have lower nutrition value, could compromrse 1mmune responses in consumers, L
; and could cause 1rreparable damage to the env1ronment : =

_Y_our proposed system of voluntary labehng is bogus Companies already have the
. right to label products “GE free.” Those who want to give-consumers a choice bear the
- “cost of testing and labeling, whxle companres who do use GE 1ngred1ents are not C
L obhgated to drsclose it. : S

) 'Wrthout mandatory labehng, ne1ther consumers nor health professmnals will know ifan -
o allerg1c or toxic reaction was the result of a genetlcally engineered food. Consumers will = -

. . also be deprived of the critical knowledge they need to hold food producers liable should

- -'any of these novel foods prove hazardous -

_ 'Ihls proposed rule favors 1nt1ustry, rather than the pubhc your admmrstratron should .
e protect. Please stop makmg Amencans gurnea prgs—-—requrre the testmg and labehng of
. GE products' -

' S1ncere1y, . '
_'Natahe Hrldt o
3908 N 4'St#5

- Arhngton VA 22203
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