;hlrs is a copy of the letter that | am sending to my two Senators and my Representative
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Dear Senator Hutchinson,

It has been brought to my attention that the Clinton Administration's FDA
is again trying to deprive the citizens of another right, i.e., the right to
purchase the hearing aid instruments we need and want without the
interference of specialists favored by the FDA.

The first hearing aid that | purchased back in 1985 cost me $1200.00, |
needed two but could only afford one, a few months later | had to purchase
another of these expensive aids at the same price. These lasted about
three years, when | went to the same company for replacements the price
had doubled to $2400.00 per. | could not afford these so | went to a
"wholesaler” of hearing aids and bought one that carried a brand name and
never did work right.

Later a friend told me about a company that sold hearing aids by mail,
they sent a catalog, their prices were in my range, | did not need to visit an
audiologist, if they didn't suit me | could return them for a refund. | ordered
two hearing aids, that was about twelve years ago. My hearing loss
outstripped the capabilities of the first ones about three years ago. |
ordered an upgrade still priced at less than half of what my first ones were
in 1985. This company also has given me great service, and | would be a
very unhappy citizen if some stuffed shirt bureaucrat in Washington
decides what | need to do to get help with my hearing, and again double the
price. THANKS, BUT NO THANKS.

Why do we have gne inept, overstaffed dept. of the government (Reno's
dept of injustice)’jousts with imagined "monopolies" while Clinton's FDA is
trying to build more monopolies by eliminating competition at the expense
of us senior citizens?

Sincerely

Ray Tweedy
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) Attention FDA

It came to my attention that the FDA is being asked to take away my right to sign a
medical waiver before purchasing a hearing aid. Instead I would be forced to have
a medical exam or hearing test. Here’s my views and/or experiences on several
related questions?

1. Should I be forced to have a medical exam and/or hearing test before purchasing
a hearing aid? 1If so, should the FDA pay for the exam?

2. Some people are physically unable to drive to a doctor or hearing specialist, or
have had bad experiences they don’t want to repeat. For instance ...

3. Should the FDA take away my Constitutional Right, affirmed by the Supreme
Court, to decide for myself my medical exams and treatment?

4. Should I be allowed to purchase hearing aids by mail as I choose?

Signed by:_, Date: J 5 Jo
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