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the American Association of Poison Control
Centers National Data Collection System
(case 159). A 40-year-old patient (sex
unspecified) died following intentiona)
misuse of acetaminophen with codeine.
Exposure to medication was chronic.

Additional information received 4-Nov-99:
This 40 year-old female presented to an
eme;gency department comatose and in
fulminant hepatic ence halopathy. She had
reportedly taken an own amount of
~—~etaminophen with codeine (#3} for chronic
" .’n. Her vital signs were heart rate, 150;
vs0d pressure, 70750 mmH? (on dopamine);
«d respirations by ventilator. Initial labs
included an acetaminophen level of 37
mcg/ml. Liver function tests were: AST, 3987
U/L; ALT, 1524 u/L; LDH, 20,030 u/L; CPK,
1225 u/L; total bilirubin, 1.5 mg/df;
alkaline phosphatase, 254 u/L; and ammonia,
197ug/dL. ABG's on 60% o gen were pH, 7.24;
PCO2, 37 mmHg; and PO2, 3 mmHg. The time of
the last ingestion was not known. Five hours
after the initial contact, the patient was
minimally responsive to deep pain. gital \
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B. Adverse event or product problem

B.S Describe event or problem (Cont...)

signs were heart rate, 140; blood pressure, 110-120 mmHg/doppler;
She had been administered activated charcoal and was receiving her loading dose
The dopamine had been discontinued. One dose of naloxone hydrochloride
An IV of dextrose 5% in water with three ampules of bicarronate at 50 mr, per
A toxicology screen was pending. approximately 24 hours after the initial

ventilator. :
of acetylcysteine.
had been given.

hour was infusin
contact,

120-130/60-70 mmHg; heart rate,

She had been restarted on dopamine to m

acetylcysteine therapy. Two days after

the patient was fo

withacetaminophen toxicity. She also de

alcohol abuse. Additional findings included acute pancreatitis,
and degenersiive cerebral changes.

expired. At autopsy,

concurrent with ARDS,
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the patient remained comatose and tachycardic.
110 without dysrhythmiasg;
aintain renal perfusion and continued to tolerate the
Presentaticr o the emergency department,
und & have hepatic centrilobular necrosis concurrent
moyisiyated fatty liver changes concurrent with
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and respirations by

Her viral signs were bloodhfressure,
and. respirations by ventilator.

the patient

pulmonary congestion

Test result Normal value
1524 1U/L
(international
unit/liter)

254 1U/L
{international
unit/liter) :
197 g/dL
(grams/deciliter)
3987 ru/L
(international
unit/liter)

1.5 mf/dl.
(milligram/decili-
tar)

37 mmHg
(millimeter
mercury)

38 mmHg .
(millimeter
mercury)

1225 ru/L
(international
unit/liter)
'20,030 TU/L
(international
unit/liter)
7.24
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