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August 9, 2001

Ms. Kimberly Topper

Food & Drug Administration

CDER Advisors & Consultant Staff
HFD-21

5600 Fissures Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Ms. Topper:

I am a Medical Oncologist in private practice in the Upstate of
South Carolina. Prior to locating here four years ago, I served in
the United States Army for nine years where I practiced medicine in
a socialized type of Healthcare environment. I am use to
restrictions and limitations on prescribing prescription
medications in an effort to reduce cost and improve patient care.

The current regulation that 1is occurring in our state and
throughout the nation regardlng the use of opioids however is
unprecedented and excessive. I am certainly aware of the well
publicized abuses of OxyContin and further opioids. I seriously
question whether or not these actually represent a change in
chronic drug abuse or represent just isolated events.

Irregardless, it seems drastic to restrict and limit the use of
these drugs when thousands of patients have had their lives
improved with the pain relieving effects. Hence, there are a number
of opioids available for use however Oxycodone has clearly been
shown to be quite valuable and well tolerated in our patient
population. I am certain that physicians such as myself and others
around the country could provide thousands of patients who have
been helped by OxyContin for every patient who has had an adverse
outcome because of abuse. Why we continue to allow a few bad apples
to dictate policy and compromise patient care is beyond me.

I thank you all for reviewing this situation and I hope wisdom
prevails at the end of the day.

Sincerely,

STEVEN W. CORSO, M.D.
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