To:  Surgeon General, Vice Admiral Richard H. Carmona, M.D.,F.A.C.S,,

I thought that you would be interested in the following resolution passed at the League of Latin
American Citizens nationai conference in San Antonio on July 10.
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Texas LULAC Resolution
"Health and Safety in America is a Family Matter”

Whereas: The lesgue of United Latin Amsrican Citizens has been an sffective voice
improving the health and weiare of Latinos in this country sincs 1929.

Wheteas: LULAC supports the delivery of quality healthcare, including safe and eftactive
prescription drugs for all Latino working famiiles.

Wharsas: Ons of the missions of LULAC is fo improve the health and wolkb;lng of Latinos
"and to be an advocate Insuring accountablility in this area. .

Whersas: The Latino community is facing a healthcare crisle In America, whers.over 43
milllon psople are uninsured, underinsured, or live with & family member who (s uninsured,

Whersas: 88% of the uninsured psrsons under the age of §5 are mambers of working famllies
making less than 200% of the Federal Poverty Level.

vinmus: One-third of the uninsured population come from Latino working families.

Whersas: LULAC bellsves that a healthcare system based on consumer cholce
through e private healthcare defivery system is sssanthal to promoling patients® access to
naeded care, prescription safety, and affordabliity.

Whereas: Without insurance, persons with chironic conditions like diabetss and heart
dissase are lsss likely to have regular check-ups or gst medications that contro) thelr
dissases.

Wherees: LULAC supports a focus on increasing medical research of Latino haalth nessds
such as preventing chronic dissasse and providing quality heafthcyre.

Whereae: LULAC wiil continue to advocate for more funding for community and migrant
heaalthcare cantars.

Whereas: LULAC Is concem about the trisks to Latine consumers that will ba caussd by
aliowing commercial Importation of medicines from unknown, unverified or unsafe sources.

Whereas: Canadian regulators have repeatedly sald they do notine or certiky the safety
of prescription medicines that are being transshipped through Canada to United States
consumers. Opening the borders to importation from other countries creatss a gap In our
prescrigtion drug delivery system that countsrfeitsrs can and will expiloit.

Wharees: According to industry Canada, the Canadian Government Trade Agency, there
ware significant increases in Canadian impors of pharmacsuticals countries that have
documanted counterfeit problemas, 3rd world countsise such as Singapors (30%), Ecuador
(198%), China (43%), lrun (2.753%), Argentina (221%), South Africa (84%), and Thalland (§2%).

Whareas: Both the Clinton and Bush Administration Health and Human Services Secretaries,
severul former FDA commissioners, and U.SJ Canada Pharmacy Reguiatory Agencies all
have voicad safety concems avar ths importation of foreign drugs this country.

Whareas: Neithar the FDA, Healthy Canada, U.S. Customs, or L).8. Drug Enforcament Agancy
have snough inspectors to monitor the Safety assurancs of Impo prescription drugs.

Whereas: Canada Is being used as a post office for third-world countriss to sell and import
thelr prescription drugs Into the U.S.

These and other safety concerns are why the Latinos in LULAC respectiully oppose any
legisiation that would jsopardize the health and safety of our citizens with the importation of
unreguiatsd usisafs prescription drups. Therefors, be &t resolived that LULAC supports
patient assistance progrems that provide fres or desply discountad prescription drugs to
sligible patisnts. who do not have prescription drug coverage. .

Submitied by: LULAC COUNCIL, #462¢
San Antonle, Texss
Jaimae P. Martinex. Pres.



