
TO: 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing on behalf of the Institute for Human Rights, Tnc., a non-profi organization, which is 
very troubled by the proposal from Barr Laboratories seeking JXXIXGSS~~~ 

t 
ma&et the ‘morning 

after’ pill over-the-counter at drug stores throughout the United States. (S e Exhibit A.) 

This proposal should be denied by the FDA, as it is bad public policy, and would endanger the 
phvsical and mental health of young women< 

On a grading scale of A through F, we would give the proposal an “F,” as/there are no safeguards 
at @arm&es that would prevent girls 16 and younger from obtaining access to the drugs. 

Furthermore, there are no safeguards which can prevent women 18 and over from obtaining the 
drugs - and reselling them to younger girls, 

Young women should be encouraged to abstain from sexual encouraged to 
engage in that licen&us behavior, for the mere commercial gain of a co ration like Barr 
Laboratories. 
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BY LAURAN #EEffiAARD 

WASHINGTON -- A maker of morning-after Mb controt asked the government Thbrsday to i-econsider 
allowing over-the-counter sates of the pills - but only for women t6 and older. ~ 

The food and Drug Administmtion in May rejected nonprescription sales of eme 
overruling its own scientific advisers, who had ovetwhetmingty called easier 
way to prevent thousands of abortions. 

The FDA argued that its decision reflected concern about how young teenagers m’ ht use the pills. Agency 
officials pledged to reconsider if manufacturer Barr Laboratories either provided da a on young teens’ use -- or 
proposed a way to sefi over-the-counter only to those 16 and oider. 

i 

The FDA has never formally approved such a mixed-marketing approach, which w uld require drugstores to 
checkcustome&ages:%tft%afr,mISkerof9hePian% emeqencycontracep3on k ,lmT?wnsdq~~ 
FDA a formal appiication to try. Under the proposti, younger teens could contii buy Plan B with a doctor”s 
~~P~~,~theg~~Y,while~~andadu~~~~. / 

“Our counsel does b&eve we have found a way to do that” that meets aft FDA reg$ations, said Barr 
spokeswoman Carol Cox. 

The f DA doesn’t usuaiiy comment on drug appkations, but the agency by iaw wiii have six months to review 
Barr’s application and make a decision. 

Until then, Plan B remains avaifabie as a prescription .product for ail ages except in gix states -- Maine,, 
California, Washington, Alaska, Hawaii and New Mexico -- 
from c&ain pharmacists without the doctor’s note. 

that already allow women to buy morning-after pills 

The morning-after pill is a higher dose of regular hamronal contraception. Taken 72 hours of unprotected 
intercourse, it can cut a woman’s chances of pregnancy by up to 89 percent. But it n be hard to find a doctor 
to write a prescription in time, especially on weekends and holidays -- and the eartl r irS taken, the more 
i3ffedh it-k. 

if a woman already is pregnant, morning-after pilts have no effect. 
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