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September 15. 2001

Dockets Management Branch (HF-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

fdadockets@oc.fda.gov
RE:  Docket Number 01N-0067 – AGAINST FDA RULE
Dear Sirs:

The American Academy of Biological Dentistry (AABD) is an international not for profit educational organization.  We recognize the fact that the health of the mouth is directly related to the health of the rest of the body.  

 AABD strongly opposes making encapsulated dental amalgam, amalgam alloy  and dental mercury a class II dental device.  Even with the stipulation of “special controls” how does one use MERCURY, the second most toxic element after Arsenic, safely???
The San Francisco Public Works is very concerned about the contribution of dentist6ry to the pollution of San Francisco Bay (San Francisco Chronicle, 1/6/94). The best way to stop this contribution to pollution is to stop placing Mercury amalgam fillings in teeth!
It makes no sense to use a hazardous dental material when there are dental filling materials without Mercury that meet the requirements of durable dental restorations available now.  Teeth can be restored without the use of poison and we owe it to our nation to see to it that all generations are protected.  Just because Mercury fillings have been used for over 150 years does not make them safe.  Moreover, modern scientific equipment and procedures can now show the migration of Mercury to the brain, kidneys, nerves and other body areas.
The FDA is in business to protect the public. Please continue to do so by NOT allowing the continued use of Mercury in dentistry.  It is inexcusable and very sad for dentistry to be the only health profession still allowed to implant Mercury in a patient’s body.
Sincerely,

Edward M. Arana, D.D.S., Co-founder, AABD

cc:  William Glaros, D.D.S., President, AABD
