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Charles N. Kahn III

President

July 27, 2001

Diane Cousins, RPh, Secretary

NCC MERP

c/o Office of the Secretariat at USP

12601 Twinbrook Parkway

Rockville, Maryland  20852 

Dear Dr. Cousins:

On behalf of the members of the Federation of American Hospitals (FAH), I am writing to support the recent recommendations issued by the National Coordinating Council for Medication Error Reporting and Prevention (Council) regarding the need to establish and implement uniform bar code standards for patient medications administered in hospitals and other health care institutions.  

FAH members are very interested in expanding the use of bar coding technology, however, are limited in their ability to implement it due to the lack of standardization.  Our members believe that increased use of a scannable bar code on medications, including single unit dose packaging, would go a long ways toward ensuring that the right drug and the right dose are being administered to the right patient.  

FAH members commend the Council for undertaking this initiative and look forward to working with the organizations represented by the Council to help implement the recommendations contained in the June 23, 2001 report.
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Sincerely,

cc:  Quality Committee
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