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Opioid Abuse in the U.S. & HHS Actions to 

Address Opioid-Drug Related Overdoses and 


Deaths 

To support the important role of 

naloxone in overdose prevention, HHS 

focuses on three objectives: 

•	 Accelerate the development and availability 

of new naloxone formulations and products 

•	 Identify and disseminate best practice 

naloxone delivery models and strategies 

•	 Expand utilization of naloxone 



 

 

 

 

SAMHSA’s Overdose 

Prevention Toolkit
 

•	 Promoted 

awareness 

•	 Increased 

knowledge 

•	 Focused on co-

prescribed naloxone 



 

 

   

 

Building on the Overdose 

Toolkit
 

•	 Naloxone Overdose Prevention 

Education curriculum 

•	 SAMHSA’s Opioid Overdose Prevention 

Challenge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Training and Training 

Standards
 

•	 Printed material 

effectively conveys 

knowledge to only 

some learners. 

•	 Some learners require 

interactive teaching to 

acquire knowledge. 

•	 Skill, the ability to apply 

the knowledge, typically 

requires some degree 

of interaction and 

practice to be 

competent. 

•	 Many programs are 

writing their own 

trainings. 

•	 Some are of good 

quality. 

•	 Content is highly 

variable 

•	 Dissemination is slow 

and limited. 

• Effort duplicated and 

resources wasted.
 



 Resuscitation Measures and Sequence
 



 

 

 

 
 

Formulations
 

Examples of 

kits containing 

naloxone for 

injection (L) 

and intranasal 

use (R.) 



 Prevention Strategies
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Settings and Special Populations
 

•	 Determine recommendations 

for specific populations and 

how to adapt naloxone 

curriculum to these specific 

populations 

•	 rural areas, recently 

incarcerated, veterans, 

prescription pill users 

•	 Where to target training and 

distribution points to reach 

populations or resource 

poor areas 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Stigma and Social Context
 

•	 Recommendations for addressing drug 

user stigma as it informs our 

curriculum 

•	 Specific social contexts that are 

particularly at risk for discrimination 

and stigmatization 



 

    

   

  

 

 

 

Program Implementation and 

Logistics 

•	 Key stakeholders in an overdose 

prevention implementation team, 

general roles & responsibilities 

•	 Strategies for anticipated barriers 

•	 Establishing collaborative 

relationships, engagement of 

necessary health professionals 

•	 Involvement of drug users in program 

development and planning 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Opioid Overdose Response 

Curriculum 


•	 Contract awarded Oct. 2014 

•	 Expert and federal panels convened 

Jan. 2015 

•	 Literature review completed Jan. 2015
 

•	 Concept clearance pending 

•	 Expert subcommittees formed to 

provide curricular recommendations 



 

 

 

 

    

  

  

SAMHSA’s Opioid Overdose
	
Prevention Challenge
 

A technology-based Opioid Overdose Prevention 

Challenge 

that helps people: 

• know the signs of opioid use, 

• prevents deaths by opioid overdose ,and 

• supports treatment and recovery. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Challenge Details
 

•	 The winning solutions will receive a 

first prize of $10,000, second prize of 

$7,500, and third prize of $5,000. 

•	 Visit http://challenge.gov/samhsa for 

more information and to enter the 

contest. 

•	 The contest is open to all eligible 

entries between June 1, 2015 9:00 AM 

EST and July 29, 2015 11:59 PM EST. 

http://challenge.gov/samhsa


 

   

 

   

 

 

 

  

Judging of Submissions
 

•	 Quality of performance, 

•	 User experience, 

•	 Feasibility of use, and 

•	 Potential impact the tool has on 

successfully informing the audience 

about how to prevent opioid overdose 

•	 Support prevention, treatment, and 

recovery of opioid misuse and abuse 




