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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a  t ranscr ip t ion  o f  a  taped interview, one o f  a  

ser ies conducted by Robert G. Porter,  who r e t i r e d  from 

the U. S. Food and Drug Administrat ion i n  1977. 

The interviews were he ld  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose recol lect ions may serve t o  enr ich the w r i t t e n  record;. 

I t i s  hoped tha t  these narrat ives o f  things past w i l l  serve 

as source mater ia l  for  present and fu tu re  researchers; tha t  

the s to r ies  o f  important accomplishments, in te res t ing  evenies, 

and dist inguished leaders w i l l  f i n d  a place i n  t r a i n ing  and 

o r ien ta t ion  o f  new employees, and may be usefu l  t o  enhance 

the morale o f  the organization; and f i n a l l y ,  tha t  they w i l l  

be of value t o  Dr .  James Harvey Young i n  the w r i t i n g  of the 

h i s to ry  o f  the Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ip t ions  w i l l  become a p a r t  o f  the 

co l l ec t i on  o f  the National L ib ra ry  o f  Medicine and copies @f 

the t ranscr ip t ions w i l l  be placed i n  the L ibrary  o f  Emory 

Universi ty.  
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P. 	-This is  a recording of a conversat ion between Robert 

G. P o r t e r  of t he  Food and Drug Administrat ion and 

John H.  Gu i l l .  The in terview i s  taped i n  

 i n  John's  Home. The d a t e  is March 1, 1978. 

John, I ' m  going t o  ask t h a t  you s t a r t  t h i s  o u t  by 

having you give  us a l i t t l e  sketch of your ca rde r  s o  

t h a t  persons l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h i s  t ape  w i l l  know wiho you 

a r e  and then I i n v i t e  you t o  d i s cus s  a t  length  any 

sub j ec t  t h a t  comes t o  your mind t h a t  you th ink  would 

be of i n t e r e s t  t o  a person who is wr i t i ng  t h e  hlistory 

of t h e  Food and Drug Administration o r  who reallly wants 

t o  know th ings  t h a t  might no t  appear i n  w r i t t e n  ma te r i a l s  

about t h e  Food and Drug Administrat ion.  So w i t h  t h a t  

I ' l l  ask you t o  t e l l  us  who you a r e .  

G.  	 -I s t a r t e d  a s  an inspec to r  with t h e  Food and Drug 

Administration coming from an educat ion i n  entotnology. 

I began i n  Baltimore, was t r a n s f e r r e d  a s  a res i t lent  

inspec to r  t o  Charleston, W e s t  V i rg in ia ,  then t o  N e w  

York i n  a minor admin i s t ra t ive  p o s t ,  then back t o  

Baltimore a s  chief  Inspector  f o r  f i v e  years ,  then t o  

Minneapolis f o r  f i v e  years  a s  Chief Inspector ,  8nd 

18 months i n  St. Louis a s  Chief Inspector .  I n  kg58 

I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Chicago a s  Chief of t h e  D i s t r l c t  

where I m e t  M r .  Por te r .  

P. -How w e l l  I remember. 



G. - Then a f t e r  e i g h t  very p leasan t  yea r s  i n  Chicagq, I 

was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  San Francisco i n  t h e  new podi t ion  

t h a t  D r .  Goddard had engineered. The pos i t i on  was 

abolished a year  l a t e r  and I don ' t  know what t o  say 

about t h a t  because t h a t  was t h e  end of my in teqse  

i n t e r e s t  i n  FDA's f a t e .  

P. - You mean you changed your a t t i t u d e ?  

G. - I changed my a t t i t u d e !  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  sound siour 

grapes,  but  l o y a l t y  counts f o r  naught. It justr-oh 

my family problems go t  on m e  and I j u s t  l o s t  inberes t - -  

w e l l ,  I w a s  o u t  of t h e  mainstream. I was i n t o  Rhis 

PHs rami f ica t ion  of Food and Drug. Wonderful pkople 

t o  work-with, and they t r i e d  hard and t h e i r  method 

was d i f f e r e n t ;  but  i n  t he  long run,  probably wa6 

e q u a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  g e t t i n g  co r r ec t i on  of p ro t ec t i ng  

t he  publ ic .  

P. - But it was n o t  what you had intended to . . . .  

G.  - W e l l ,  it was f i n e  t o  m e  where you f i n d  somebody v i o l a t i n g  

t h e  law you g e t  ou t  t h e  c lub and coax him aroun4 a 

l i t t l e  b i t  and g e t  ready t o  pu t  a good s i zed  kn@t on 

him i f  he doesn ' t  s t r a igh t en  up. H e r e  you g e t  $ t a t e s  

t o  do it. You p u l l  t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  s o  they c a n ' t  

opera te  i n t e r s t a t e  i f  they don ' t  m e e t  t h e  requitements 

and a l s o  you have i n f i n i t e  pa t i ence  i n  a s s i s t i n g  and 

encouraging them t o  m e e t  t h e  requirements.  

W e l l ,  I began work with Food ant2 Drug a s  ad inspec to r  I 

i n  Baltimore. I had taken t h e  C i v i l  Service t e g t  on 



my 22nd bi r thday i n  Apr i l  of ' 3 9  and was t o l d  by 

o the r s  t ak ing  t h e  test t h a t  w e  would be lucky t o  

hear from it f o r  two years .  One evening i n  September 

my f a t h e r  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had go t ten  a c a l l  from a  

Mr. George Larr ick o f f e r i n g  him a  job a s  a Foo& 

and Drug inspec to r ,  and was I i n t e r e s t e d  becau$e he 

f e l t  it was su re ly  f o r  me--the s a l a r y  was only $2 ,000  

and he was making many t i m e s  t ha t :  So, i f  I w@s 

i n t e r e s t e d  I had an appointment some t i m e  t h a t  week 

t o  be interviewed. I went t o  t he  in te rv iew an$ ob- 

viously passed. M r .  Larr ick  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  Chief 

Inspector  f o r  t h e  Administration. 

P.  -	Did he in te rv iew you? 

G. -	Yes. 

P.  -	Oh, d id  he. 

G. 	 - During t h e  in terview he s a i d ,  " a l l  r i g h t ,  you ' t e  an 

inspector .  I ' m  a  b u t t e r  dea l e r .  I want you t Q  go 

out  t he  door and come i n  and c o l l e c t  a sample @f b u t t e r  

from me." W e l l ,  no t  having any i dea  how w e  to+k a  

sample of b u t t e r  unless  it w e r e  i n  one pound, I went 

ou t  and i n  t he  door and s a i d ,  "Good morning o r  good 

af ternoon a s  t he  case may be. S i r ,  I am a  FOOC and 

Drug inspec to r .  I want t o  c o l l e c t  a sample of b u t t e r  

t h a t  you have." And M r .  Larr ick  s a i d ,  "You're going 

t o  make ho les  i n  my tubs  of bu t t e r ? "  W e l l ,  I never 

knew t h a t  b u t t e r  came i n  tubs! So i I  s a i d ,  "Ye$, s i r . "  



H e  s a i d ,  "Well, what a r e  w e  going t o  do with those 

holes?" I s a i d ,  "You can p o i n t  t o  those  holes  proudly 

and say t o  anyone who asks  'The Food and Drug Adminis- 

t r a t i o n  has examined t h i s  b u t t e r  and it passed+-what's 

l e f t  has passed. '"  Apparently, t h a t  made a good impres- 

s i o n  because I d id  g e t  t he  job. That same afternoon 

I was introduced t o  an e l d e r l y  gentleman named Frank 

Wallard who was t h e  Chief of t h e  Baltimore S t a t i o n ,  

v i s i t i n g  i n  Washington a t  t he  moment. 

On October 2 ,  1969, I repor ted  f o r  duty i b  

Baltimore. 

P.  -	1939. 

G. - What d id  I say?1939. -

P. -	You s a i d  1969. 

G. -	W e l l ,  I only backed up t e n  years :  I ' m  g e t t i n g  s e n i l e !  

P.  -	 I ' m  t r y ing  t o  keep t he  record s t r a i g h t :  

G .  	 - A l l r i g h t  -- 1939. When I a r r i v e d  and began t o  f i l l  

ou t  a l l  t h e  papers and forms and s o  f o r t h ,  theke were 

no inspec to rs  i n  t he  inspec to rs '  room. '.About +very 

twenty minutes M r .  Wallard would come i n  with @ pamph-

let, a book o r  something on t h e  Food and Drug hdminis- 

t r a t i o n  and suggest t h a t  I read it and r e t u r n  it t o  

him. By the  end of t he  day I had q u i t e  an accmula -

t i o n ,  more than a b r ie fcase  could hold: I set about 

t o  d u t i f u l l y  reading and l ea rn ing  a s  much a s  I could 

of t h i s  organiza t ion .  Sometime duqing t h a t  week, 



about t h e  second o r  t h i r d  day, i n  t h e  e a r l y  af tkrnoon 

M r .  Wallard came i n  t o  see m e  and s a i d  "you're  hn 

inspector  and I have an assignment f o r  you." There 

was a salesman i n  one of t h e  department s t o r e s  be l l i ng  

E l  Alguinaldo Cuban Honey. M r .  Wallard t o l d  m e  t o  

go l i s t e n  t o  what t h e  man s a i d  and see what t h e  s i t u a -  

t i o n  was. And, I d i d  so. H e  was a regu la r  s p i k l e r  

t e l l i n g  us t h a t  t he  E l  Alguinaldo Cuban Honey when 

d i l u t ed  l i k e  it was water and garg led  would cure  a 

so re  t h r o a t ,  possibly made c la ims f o r  s t r e p  t h roa t .  

Then he rakes i n  a l l  kinds o f  b l a t a n t  medical cpaims. 

Af ter  t h e  j a r s  had been s o l d ,  o f f e r ed  f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  

assembly, I stepped up t o  t h e  salesman and i den+ i f i ed  

myself and obtained copies  o f  t h e  l e a f l e t s  and bought 

a b o t t l e  of t h e  honey. I sought t o  g e t  t h e  recbrds  

on t h e  honey, but  he s a i d  tha the  c a r r i e d  it i n  &is 

c a r  from p lace  t o  p lace  and I wasn' t  q u i t e  advaaced 

enough t o  know how t o  handle t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  HQwever, 

I t o l d  him t h a t  I bel ieved he was making.excess$ve 

claims f o r  h i s  product and t h a t  he was a p t  t o  g e t  i n t o  

t roub le .  H e  wanted t o  know whom he could t a l k  40 about 

t h i s  who was knowledgeable, and I s a i d  w e l l  donqt come 

down t o  my o f f i c e  he r e inBa l t imore  because t h e  boss 

s e e m s  t o  be a b i t  of a "fuddy duddy". I would suggest 

you go t o  Washington and see M r .  George Lar r i ck ,  because he 

seems t o  know what's going on. The ,interview with 

the  salesman was terminated more o r  less on t h a t  note ,  



. 

and I returned to the office. By Friday of t w t  

week, I was before Mr. Wallard, and he was sternly 

admonishing me about my performance with the salesman 

of the honey. He had a letter in hand from Mr. Larrick 

which stated that the field personnel should nbt refer 

people to headquarter's personnel specifically because 

when they arrive, that person that they sought might 

be out and they would feel they were getting second 

best with any substitute. 

After I had worked as an inspector in Baltimore 

District for several years I began to drift into sanita- 

tion aspects of food inspection. On one occasion I 

inspected the Wood's Coffee Company in Roanoke, Virginia 

I found on the second floor that the dirty burkap bags of -
coffee were encrusted with mouse pellets and teat the 

bags were dragged across the floor and dumped into a 

hole in the floor over the coffee roaster. I felt that 

this was most insanitary even though the pelle%s were 

roasted with the coffee and undoubtedly~s.teril+! The 

manager invited me into the coffee tasting roo*. At 

that time I did not drink coffee and he wanted me to 

sample various blends of coffee. I declined. Later 

he wrote to Mr. Larrick: "What do the Food an4 Drug 

Administration mean by sending a person into his plant 

who knew nothing about coffee?" Mr. Larrick's reply 

was that while I might not be an expert, while Inspector 



Guill might not be an expert in coffee tasting~, he 


was too modest with respect to his expertise ih sani- 


tation. 


P. - Tell me something about your reactions toLarrick. F7hat 

kind of a man was he? 

G. - I thoughthe was a very fine, sensitive, kindly'person 

who had a strong sense of duty towards the pubkic in 

protecting it to the full extent of the law Cobgress 

had given us. 

P. - How did he deal with people, John? 

G. - He was very tactful, seldom pugnacious or desttuctive. 

He tried to deal with people up and my impressjon was 

that he assembled a supportive team. It seeme8 to me 

that he tended to praise rather than criticize, 

P. - Do you have any--were there any kind of subjects that 

he was really interested in doing any accomplibhments 

and goals sort of that you know of that were maybe 

peculiar to him--I really don't know what I'm /Isking 

exactly. I'm just trying to find out did he jest go 

along and do the things that came before him o$ was he 

pushing in some area of Food and Drug work? 

G. - Well, it seemed to me that while he did cover the spec- 

trum he tended to show more interest in the drQg phases 

where I felt at that time, I know at that timer we were 

woefully weak. I would say he was probably in$trumental 

in guiding the intensification of d ~ u g  inspect4on work 

where we knew what we were doing and we were finding 



s i g n i f i c a n t  v i o l a t i o n s  r a t h e r  than j u s t  comparing t h e  

formula vs.  l abe l .  

P. 	- Don't you th ink-- i t  would be my recol lec t ion--Qhat  he 

fo s t e r ed  a l o t  of t r a i n i n g  i n  drug work. 

G. -	H e  d id .  

P .  	- When he came i n  w e  had a few expe r t s ,  bu t  no t  viery many 

and by t h e  t i m e  he went ou t  w e  had a l o t  of p e w l e  who 

had p r e t t y  good fundamental t r a i n i n g  i n  drug wdrk. 

G. 	 - I r e c a l l  t he  f i r s t  inspec t ion  drug t r a i n i n g  coruference 

which happened i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 4 0 ' s .  I t  was c u s t w a r y  a t  

t h e  t i m e  f o r  inspec to rs  t o  put  on s k i t s  a t  t h e  ~ v e n i n g  

conference meals, banquets. 

P. -	Was t h i s  f o r  enter tainment  or was t h i s . . .  

G. 	 - W e l l ,  enter tainment  and educat ion.  Alfred Barnlard who 

was R e s .  Inspector  i n  Washington and I was Chielf 

Inspector  i n  Baltimore. W e  w e r e  a t t end ing  t h i s  con- 

ference and w e  decided t o  pu t  on a s k i t  c o n c e r n b g  

es t rogens  and b u i l t  ou t  of a b a r r e l  and a bunch of 

paper,  tape ,  s t r i n g ,  t h e  back end of a mare whiph was 

balanced t o  lean aga in s t  t he  wal l .  We brought it i n t o  

t h e  h o t e l  banquet room and draped it u n t i l  it wys t i m e  

f o r  our  s k i t .  W e  a l s o  had e n l i s t e d  Joe Milunas' a i d  a s  

p a r t  of t he  s k i t .  The mare had been pain ted  a lovely  

ches tnut  brown and Inspec to r  Milunas began h i s  inspec- 

t i o n  of t h e  production o f  es t rogen.  I t  s t a r t e d  by 

l i f t i n g  t h e  ho r se ' s  t a i l  whereupon a stream of golden 
: 

f l u i d  poured i n t o  a bucket which Joe'sampled with one 



f inger ,  t a s t i n g  it and then w e  had him r igged with 


two bal loons under h i s  bosom and a carbon diox~ide  


s p a r k l e t  gas  r e l e a s e  which was suppose t o  f i l l  t h e  


balloon. Unfortunately t h i s  was b u i l t  i n  such a rush 


t h a t  w e  were unable t o  test it adequately.  Whpn Joe 
 -
broke t h e  s p a r k l e t ,  t he  co ld  expanding gas  goibg through 

tubes running over h i s  bare b e l l y  under h i s  s h b r t  gave 

him q u i t e  a shock and t h e  baloons d i d n ' t  f i l l  up 

equal ly.  One of them go t  r e a l  b ig  and one looked l i k e  

a f r i e d  egg. The sequel  t o  a l l  of t h i s  was w e  abandoned 

our ma te r i a l s  i n  t h e  h o t e l  and Barnard repor tea  t o  m e  

t h a t  M r .  Larr ick  had c a l l e d  him and s a i d  "The manager 

of t he  h o t e l  says f o r  you t o  g e t  t h a t  junk ou t  of h i s  

o f f i c e  because they put  t h e  horse  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and 

people a r e  coming i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  horse Bnstead 

of him." 

Now, I ' v e  go t  one here t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  men- 


t i o n  about D r .  Dunbar. 


P. -	Okay, g r ea t .  

G. 	 - During t h e  war many people w e r e  h i r e d  who had no t  taken 

t h e  C i v i l  Service exam a s  a p re - requ i s i t e  t o  t h e i r  posi- 

t i o n s  so  they d id  no t  have permanence. A group of 

people--Food and Drug people--from around t he  country 

was assembled t o  pu t  together  a proper c i v i l  s e rv i ce  

tes t  f o r  these  people t o  pass  and achieve permbnence. .. 



I was assigned t o  a group on s i te  and t h e r e  welte about 

t e n  of us around a l a rge  t a b l e  over  i n  t h e  basdment 

of t h e  South Building of Agr icul ture  wi th  pads and 

books and endeavoring t o  do t h e  t a sk  of bu i ld ing  

a c i v i l  se rv ice  examination. A t  one po in t  our  

leadership  was a l o c a l  b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  whom I hdd no t  

m e t  e a r l i e r  before and I assumed t h a t  he knew 811 t h e  

personnel i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  and was w e l l  acquaintled s i nce  

he was assigned i n  Washington. I s a t  with my back t o  

t he  window fac ing t h e  door and a t  one po in t  I nloticed 

D r .  Dunbar, our then Commissioner, pause i n  t h e  doorway. 

I nudged our f e a r l e s s  l e ade r  and he looked over  to  t he  

door and then went back t o  h i s  wr i t ing .  A momept 

l a t e r  D r .  Dunbar spoke t o  m e  and s a i d  "Gui l l ,  I don ' t  

know these  people !" Thereupon i n t roduc t i ons  were made. 

It amazed m e  t h a t  people r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  headquarters  

d i d n ' t  know t h e i r  Commissioner where a s  I from a f a r  d id .  

P .  	- I th ink  i n  r e t ro spec t  though t h a t ' s  easy t o  undkrstand. 

The Commissioner g e t s  around t o  t h e  f i e l d  and t h e  f i e l d  

people r e a l l y  do have a b e t t e r  chance. 

G.  	 - Yes, it could be. They always had an assemblagk when 

they came t o  a f i e l d  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  ahd we'd 

g e t  t h e  word on what was doing and what was hoped t o  be 

doing whreas I guess t he  Wasington crowd was jub t  t oo  

b ig  and unwieldy i n  t h a t  day; and l e f t  it t o  t he  

supervisors  t o  inform t h e  people. 
%. 



P. -	John, w e ' r e  j u s t  about a t  t h e  end of t h i s  tape .  I ' l l  

g e t  	it turned over. 


Okay, now we're on. 


G. 	 - The one person who s tands  o u t  most i n  my mind w d  exper- 

ience a s  M r .  Food and Drug is Alan Rayfield.  In my 

opinion, he d i d  more t o  bu i l d  up i n spec t i ona l  e b p e r t i s e  

and reputa t ion  f o r  accuracy and e f f e c t i v e  work. When 

M r .  Crawford became commissioner, I was p r e sen t  a t  an 

assemblage where he advised t he  f i e l d  t o  prosecute t he  

v i o l a t o r s  under any type of v i o l a t i o n ,  Food and Drug 

law o r  otherwise,  t h a t  w e  f e l t  w e  could prove. H e  

was a l s o  urging t h e  f i e l d  t o  shorten t he  t i m e  between 

t he  f ind ing  of a v io l a t i on  and t h e  u l t imate  c o u r t  ac t ion .  

During my tenure  i n  West Vi rg in ia  I had inspected two 

baker ies  i n  Bluef ie ld  which w e r e  both i n san i t a ry .  Alan 

Rayfield m e t  m e  i n  Bluef ie ld  and inspected t h e  baker ies  

with m e  a f t e r  w e  had f i l e d  cou r t  a c t i o n ,  p rosec t ion ,  

aga in s t  both. One was endeavoring t o  c lean up and 

t he  o the r  was merely-maintaining s t a t u s  qu.0. W I  went i n t o  

cour t  very sho r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  inspect ion  and botM baker ies  

w e r e  f ined.  Alan, however, d iscussed wi th  t h e  W.S. 

Attorney t h e  app l ica t ion  of an in junc t ion  again$t  t h e  

laggand f i rm and between t h e  two of them wi th in  a very 

few days had concocted an instrument t h a t  I recal l  

being r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  a de-novo in junc t ion  which was 

duly f i l e d  with t h e  cour t  and accepted by t he  defen- 

dan t s  and pub l ic  p ro tec t ion  achieved very rapidlly. 



Unfortunately.  W e  l a t e r  found t h a t  t h i s  was an improper 

a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  it was brought i n  t h e  name of t h e  United 

S t a t e s  Attorney r a t h e r  than i n  t h e  name of t h e  United 

S t a t e s  government a s  t he  Food and Drug law required .  

P .  -	 I t  seems l i k e  a minor d i f f i c u l t y .  

G. 	 - I n  1 9 4 1  M r .  Wallard 's  hea l t h  began t o  f a i l  and he u l t imate ly  -
passed away. M r .  McKay McKinnon, our Chief Indpector 

a t  Baltimore, was promoted t o  t he  S t a t i o n  C h i e f ' s  job, 

and w e  w e r e  informed t h a t  M r .  Alan E. Rayfield would 

be coming down from New York t o  be ou r  Chief Inspector .  

There w a s  g r e a t  cons ternat ion  i n  t h e  inspec t ion  ranks, 

a s  M r .  Rayfield had a r epu t a t i on  f o r  i n s t i l l i n g  t e r r o r !  

P. -	Was he Chief Inspector  somewhere else a t  t h a t  tlime? 

G. 	 - No, he was t h e  reviewing o f f i c e r  i n  N e w  York, deview-

ing inspect ion  r epo r t s ,  c r i t i q u e d  them and handed them 

back f o r  improved work, b e t t e r  information. H e  was an 

in tense  person, bu t  I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  he was suEh a 

holy t e r r o r  when he a r r ived .  I was about r i g h t .  I f e l t  

suppor t ive  i n  t h a t  he appeared t o  want to.improhre t he  

work of t h e  inspectors .  Af ter  I had gained more exper-

ience  i n  t h e  f i e l d  work, I enjoyed very much working with 

him. The hours were long and arduous, bu t  w e  made a 

very e f f e c t i v e  team i n  my opinion and I f e l t  thlat I 

contr ibuted  somewhat t o  t h e  e f f o r t .  I f e l t  thak between 

us  we improved photography, i n spec t i ona l  photogEaphy, 

and c e r t a i n l y  improved s a n i t a t i o n  iqspec t ions .  The 

one f a u l t  t o  h i s  e f f o r t  was t h a t  he appeared t o  f i r s t  



accuse someone, some minion of wrongdoing and nlake 

him defend himself r a t h e r  than ask "Well, now, Joe ,  what 

happened?" 

P. -	Y e s ,  I th ink  t h a t  was h i s  personal  s t y l e .  

G .  	 - In  t h e  f a l l  of 1959 when t h e  cranberry contamination with 

aminotriazole was discovered, Chicago Dis t r i c t  undertook 

t he  sampling program which included t he  Wiscondin grow- 

ing  a r ea s ,  harves t ing  a reas ,  and l o t s  i n  cold dtorage 

i n  Chicago, which would be shipped back t o  t h e  cannery 

f o r  packing. There was controversy over  t h e  aclcuracy 

of t he  method of ana lys i s .  

P.  -	Y e s ,  I remember. 

G. 	 - However, i n  one l o t  taken t o  co ld  s torage  i n  Chicago, 

aminotr iazole was i d e n t i f i e d  and even though t h ~  packer 

o r  producer a s se r t ed  t h a t  no aminotr iazole had been 

used i n  t h e  bogs, drained bogs--I bel ieved t h a t  was 

supplied a f t e r  t h e  bog w a s  drained-- that  pa r t i cwla r  

l o t  was sampled ad inf in i tum and por t ions  w e r e  being 

v e r i f i e d  by headquar ter ' s  l abora to ry ,  ant3 some lother 

d i s t r i c t s .  But, t he  l o t  was u l t ima te ly  se ized 

because of t h e  contamination. 

The Department of Agr icul ture  u l t imate ly  tpok over 

t h e  cranberry program and was supposed t o  be telsting 

each l o t  r e l ea s ing  those t h a t  showed no aminotr iazole 

and paying t h e  growers f o r  any t h a t  were contaikninated. 

In  d iscuss ion with headquar ter ' s  peqple I f e l t  t h a t  

t he  i n t e r e s t  i n  c r anbe r r i e s  was very low and they w e r e  



q u i t e  w i l l i ng  t o  l e t  t h e  Department of Agricultlure 

go on and handle t h e  program, repayment and desltruc- 

t i o n  o f  any l o t s  t h a t  showed contamination. 

A s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1960 w e  g o t  word 

t h a t  40 gondola c a r  loads  of c r anbe r r i e s  w e r e  being 

shipped ou t  of Wisconsin t o  a r a i l r o a d  dump i n  northern 

Indiana. Because of t he  l o w  l e v e l  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  I 

assumed on t h e  p a r t  of headquarters  i n  cranberrties,  I 

d i d n ' t  r epo r t  t he  mat ter  d i r e c t l y  t o  headquarters ,  but  

I d id  mention it t o  M e 1  Hosch, t he  reg iona l  d i r e c t o r  

of HEW i n  Chicago, a t  t he  next  s t a f f  meeting. tiext, I 

got  a ho t  phone c a l l  from my supe r io r s  i n  headqparters  

saying t h a t  M r .  Larr ick  d i d  no t  l i k e  t o  l e a rn  of important 

events  from t h e  Secre tary  on a f i r s t  hand bas i s ,  -
P.  - H e  go t  your r epo r t  by way of M e 1  Hosch and t h e  Secre tary .  

G. - Y e s ,  he go t  h i s  r e p o r t  through M e 1  Hosch and t h e  Secretary.  

Indiana was t e r r i b l y  upset  because they hadn ' t  c l ea red  

t he  mat te r  with them on dumping t h i s  d e b r i s  i n  t h e i r  

f a i r  s t a t e .  So, a be la ted  lesson,  Report 

it a l l .  

P. - Thank you, John. This completes t he  t ape .  




