
Orange Book Data File Download Instructions 
A step-by-step guide to download the latest Orange Book monthly data to Microsoft Excel on 

Microsoft Windows*. 

 

1. Go to the Orange 
Book website’s 
additional 
resources and 
information page 
found here:  
Orange Book 
website 

 
2. Click on the link on 

this page titled, 
“Orange Book Data 
Files (compressed 
.zip file),” which 
appears halfway 
down the page 
under the heading 
“Additional Orange 
Book Resources.”   

3. A “zipped” 
(compressed) file 
will download to 
your computer or 
configured 
download folder 
with the latest 
Orange Book 
monthly data file 
(the file name will 
reflect the year and 
month). 

 

4. Locate the folder 
and double-click to 
open. 

 
5. If you are 

interested in 
product 
information, such 
as marketing  

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-approvals-and-databases/approved-drug-products-therapeutic-equivalence-evaluations-orange-book
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-approvals-and-databases/approved-drug-products-therapeutic-equivalence-evaluations-orange-book


status, active 
ingredient, dosage 
form, route, 
strength or 
therapeutic 
equivalence code, 
locate the 
products.txt file to 
open.  If you’re 
interested in 
reviewing patent 
and exclusivity 
information, you 
can open the other 
two files. 

6. The file will open 
showing the 
Orange Book data 
in a text file 
format.  After 
opening this, the 
next step will be to 
download and 
import this 
information into 
Excel for analysis. 

 

7. Save this file 
(products.txt) 
under “File” to 
your computer or 
OneDrive.  You will 
need to remember 
where you saved 
this file. 

 



8. Next, open a new 
Blank workbook in 
Excel. 

 
9. After Excel opens a 

new workbook, 
locate the “Data” 
tab at the top of 
the ribbon, and 
select “Get Data” 
from option on the 
left. 

 



10. Select “From File” 
and “From 
Text/CSV” 

 
11. Then locate the file 

products.txt you 
previously saved in 
Step 7. 

 



12.  When the window 
opens, change the 
settings under 
“Delimiter” to “—
Custom—” from 
the dropdown.  
When the second 
dropdown appears, 
enter in ~ or the 
tilde special 
character from 
your keyboard and 
press the “tab” 
button.  You will 
now see a preview 
of the Orange Book 
data underneath 
the dropdowns.  
Click on “Load” in 
the bottom right 
corner of the 
screen. 

 

The Orange Book data will 
now display in a structured 
excel workbook.  The user 
may now filter any of the 
columns as needed to 
generate the specific 
information they are 
interested in.   
 
*To filter the approval date 
column, you will need to 
change a certain setting, 
which is not covered in this 
guide.  

 

 

*Microsoft Excel for Microsoft 365 MSO (Version 2302) is displayed above as an example for 
demonstration purposes only.  To import data using a different spreadsheet software or other versions 
of Microsoft Excel, please consult the software’s technical documentation or contact your technical 
support for more information. 


