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Illicit Drug Supply Has Never Been Riskier and Patterns of Use 

Are Changing



The Future We Envision

• CSAP’s Vision
• A future where individuals, families, and communities are healthy and 

thriving

• CSAP’s Mission
• Provides leadership and collaborates across sectors to advance 

prevention across the lifespan in order to:  
• Prevent substance use initiation
• Prevent progression of substance use
• Prevent and reduce harms associated with substance use

• CSAP’s Strategic Priorities 
• Analyzing and Disseminating Information on the Latest Data, Trends, 

and What Works in Prevention
• Building Prevention Capacity at the National, State, Tribal, Territorial, 

and Local Levels
• Advancing Prevention through Strategic Collaborations and Partnerships
• Raising Awareness and Catalyzing Prevention Action

• CSAP’s Guiding Principles
• Data-driven
• Innovative
• Community-informed
• Grounded in cultural humility
• Focused on health equity
• Inclusive of social determinants of health 

SAMHSA STRATEGIC PLAN



• First document to comprehensively 
outline harm reduction and its role 
within HHS

• Provides a roadmap of best 
practices, 12 principles, and 6 
pillars that anyone can apply to 
their work.

• Will inform SAMHSA’s harm 
reduction activities moving 
forward, as well as related policies, 
programs, and practices

Harm Reduction Framework



Six Pillars 
• Led by PWUD and lived 

experience
• Embraces inherent value of 

people
• Commits to deep community 

engagement and community 
building

• Promotes equity, rights, and 
reparative social justice

• Offers most accessible and 
noncoercive support

• Focuses on any positive change, 
as defined by the person

Twelve Principles
• Respect autonomy

• Practice acceptance and hospitality

• Provide support

• Connect with community

• Provide many pathways to well-being across the 
continuum of health and social care

• Value practice-based evidence ad on-the-ground 
experience

• Cultivate relationships

• Assist, not direct

• Promote safety

• Engage first

• Prioritize listening

• Work towards systems change
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Pillars and Principles 



• Safer Practices: Education and support describing how to reduce risk; provision 
of risk reduction supplies and materials

• Safer Settings: Access to safe environments to live, find respite, practice safer 
use, and receive supports that are trauma-informed and stigma-free

• Safer Access to Healthcare: Ensuring access to person-centered and non-
stigmatizing healthcare that is trauma informed, including FDA-approved 
medications

• Safer Transitions to Care: Connections and access to harm-reduction-Informed 
and trauma-informed care and services

• Sustainable Workforce and Field: Resources for maintaining a skilled, well-
supported, and appropriately managed workforce and for sustaining 
community-based programs

• Sustainable Infrastructure: Resources for building and maintaining a revitalized 
and community-led infrastructure to support harm reduction best practices and 
the needs of PWUD
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Core Practice Areas



• Updated to reflect latest overdose trends

• Practical tips for preventing, recognizing, 
and responding to an overdose

• Information on available opioid overdose 
reversal medications (OORM)

• Information for specific audiences
• People who use drugs

• People who take prescription opioids

• Practitioners and health systems
• First Responders
• Policy and systems considerations
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SAMHSA Overdose Prevention and Response Toolkit

Overdose Prevention and Response Toolkit (Spanish Version) | SAMHSA Publications and Digital Products

https://store.samhsa.gov/product/overdose-prevention-and-response-toolkit-spanish-version/pep24-03-001
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Specifics on OORM and Harm Reduction Strategies



Tips for Healthcare Providers



SAMHSA’s mission is to lead public health and service delivery efforts that promote 

mental health, prevent substance misuse, and provide treatments and supports to 

foster recovery while ensuring equitable access and better outcomes.

@samhsagov 

@samhsa_leader/samhsa /samhsa

Thank You!

Grant Opportunities

www.samhsa.gov/grants 

www.grants.gov/web/grants 

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline Toolkit 

www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/partner-toolkit 
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