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Letter Exchange Involving Aspartame 

The United States of America has concerns with respect to the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) plan to conduct overlapping reviews of the food additive 
aspartame (INS 951, CAS No. 22939-47) in two WHO bodies: the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the Joint Food and Agriculture Organization/WHO 
Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). In our opinion, JECFA is better suited to 
assess any risk associated with the consumption of aspartame because it considers all 
relevant toxicological endpoints, including carcinogenicity. Furthermore, JECFA is the 
primary source of scientific advice for the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) 
pertaining to food additives, which is aspartame’s primary use and thus important to 
Codex Member States that base their food safety measures on Codex Alimentarius food 
safety standards. For these and other reasons outlined in the US Letter to WHO on 
Aspartame, we believe that a JECFA review of aspartame would have a greater impact 
on food safety, and public health, than one conducted by IARC.  

On August 12, 2022, Mara Burr, director of the Office of Multilateral Relations in the 
Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Global Affairs, sent a letter 
outlining these concerns to the WHO. She received a reply on September 29, 2022. For 
transparency, the FDA is posting both documents. See letters appended below. 














