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THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you very much. And welcome to Dan
O'Day, CEO of Gilead. You know what that is because it’s been in
the news and the company has been in the news, and it’s a great
American company that’s done incredible work on HIV and hepatitis
C. And I hear that -- that’s what’s happening with hepatitis is
the great -- a great medical story. Really, a great medical

story. I’ve been hearing about that. It’s fantastic, Dan.

I'm pleased to announce that Gilead now has an EUA from the FDA
for remdesivir. And you know what that is because that’s been
the hot thing also in the papers and in the media for the last
little while. An important treatment for hospitalized
coronavirus patients. And it’s something -- I spoke with Dr.

Hahn and Dr. Fauci; I spoke with Deborah about it. And it’s --



it’'s really a very promising situation.

We’ve been doing work with the teams at the FDA, NIH, and Gilead
for spearheading this public-private partnership to make this

happen very quickly.

So, today, we’re going to be -- and I'm going to let Dan do it --
but we’re going to let Dan make a statement as to what the
company 1s doing, making a contribution to, really, people that
are not doing well, people that are sick, people that have this
horrible plague that’s set into our country and that we’re
getting rid of. And we’re going to be -- we’re going to be

having some really incredible results.

We have very promising studies coming out on the vaccines. We
have promising studies coming out on therapeutics. And the first
one is from Dan and Gilead. And I’d like to maybe have you say a
few words, if you would, Dan, as to, number one, about
remdesivir, to start off with, and also the contribution being

made by your company. And we very much appreciate it.

MR. O’DAY: Sure. Thank you very much, Mr. President. Thank you
for having us here. Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for the

collaboration that we’ve had.

Let me start by saying, on behalf of, I know, all the colleagues
at Gilead, we want to thank all the collaborators that have
brought remdesivir to this point. And that certainly includes
NIH and Dr. Fauci and certainly Commissioner Hahn, and many, many
more people that have been a part of this to bring this to where

we are today.

And, in fact, really, the thanks go to the patients and the

caregivers that participated in these clinical trials.

I also want to say I'm privileged to work with a group of amazing



scientists at Gilead that, for decades, have been working on
antivirals and were poised to put remdesivir immediately into
clinical trials when we saw the COVID-19 circulating. So I'm

really proud of the colleagues back at Gilead.

What I’'d like to say is that, you know, on behalf of Gilead, to
the President’s point, we feel a tremendous

responsibility. We’re humbled by this being an important first
step for patients, for hospitalized patients. We want to make
sure nothing gets in the way of these patients getting the
medicine. So we made a decision to donate about 1.5 million

vials of remdesivir.

We’ll be working with the government to determine how best to
distribute that within the United States. We’ll be working very
closely to get that to patients, working with FEMA, working with
other parts of the government to make sure that we get that to
the patients in need as quickly as possible, because there are
patients out there that can benefit from this medicine today that

are hospitalized, and we don’t want any time to waste for that.

And we're also fully committed to continue to expand the supply

of this medicine. We started investing in this back in January,

as soon as we became aware of the coronavirus. This is a long
time to manufacture. It used to be 12 months; it’s now 6
months. Our scientists have brought that down.

And so as we get into the second half of this year, we’re able to
have many more supplies available to patients. 2And we're fully
committed to working, Mr. President, with you and your
administration to make sure that patients in need can get this

important new medicine.

\THE PRESIDENT: Dan, I really appreciate it. But I also noticed
the incredible job you’ve done with HIV, which I -- you know, I

remember so well -- 15 years ago, 16 years ago. 1t was a



horrible thing. And I lived in New York. I lost a lot of
friends through HIV. It was terrible. And also hepatitis C.

Could you give us just a quick moment on how successful that’s
been? Because I’ve seen things that are pretty incredible and a

lot of people don’t know.

MR. O’DAY: Absolutely. And I'm reminded of Ambassador Birx and
all of her work in this field as well. And we’ve worked -- the
colleagues at Gilead have collaborated for years, both in the

developed and the developing world, on HIV.

I mean, 1t’s really astonishing. This is one of the reasons why,
when I joined Gilead a while ago, the reason I joined is because

of this progress. So you remember, of course -—-

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

MR. O’DAY: -— back when HIV was a death sentence. And now,
thanks to the scientists at Gilead and elsewhere, we’ve turned
this into a, really, chronic disease and also a preventable

disease.

And I want to give special thanks to the administration for the
work on the HIV Prevention and PrEP Program that we’re working
now in many particularly disadvantaged parts of our country to
get more patients on prevention, because the best way, of course,
to stop and to end this epidemic is a combination of treatment

and prevention.

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

MR. O'DAY: And hepatitis C, I'm really happy to say that the
scientists came up with a cure some years ago. And we've made
tremendous progress, and including some really creative new

arrangements in the United States, like with the state of



Louisiana, where we've looked at ways to look at programs to make
sure that every patient in a state is able to get the opportunity

to be cured.

So I'm very proud that we have this kind of science, but also

that we've put this science in way that gets access to patients.

THE PRESIDENT: And with hepatitis C, it's an actual cure. It's

more than just keeping it down.

MR. O'DAY: Yeah. This is actually a cure.

THE PRESIDENT: It's an actual cure.

MR. O'DAY: Twelve-week oral therapy cure. I mean, we're still
working on the HIV cure. We haven’t given up. It's a much more
difficult problem. We'll probably get the long-acting medicines

first.

THE PRESIDENT: Is that a more complex problem?

MR. O'DAY: Much more complex, and (inaudible) I'm really
embarrassed to talk about this in front of Ambassador Birx. She
should talk about this. (Laughs.) But it's a complex to get the

virus completely suppressed.

THE PRESIDENT: And where would you put corona in that level of

complexity?

MR. O'DAY: Well, I think we're still -- it's early days on
coronavirus. I think this is the first step today. And I think
what we'll see -- and it may be like with other viruses that
we’ve seen: that with this base step, with an antiviral like
remdesivir, that the way to actually even get better results is
to add medicines on top of an antiviral. That has been -- that

was really how we were able to get HIV to a chronic illness: by a



combination of therapies.

THE PRESIDENT: That's very exciting.

MR. O'DAY: So this is the beginning. There's a lot of great
companies out there that are working on this, that we're
collaborating with, my colleagues in the industry. And we're all

working together to do everything we can.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's very exciting. And just so you know:
So Dan 1s making, and the company, a very major contribution
towards helping people. So we very much appreciate that. I
mean, I'm talking about a monetary contribution, as well as, more
importantly, what you're doing scientifically. So we appreciate

it very much.

Doctor, would you say a few words? The FDA has been moving
things along at a level that they have never done before. And I

appreciate it, Dr. Hahn.

DR. HAHN: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President. We really

appreciate it.

So, as the President just announced, we authorized Gilead's
application for emergency use authorization for the use of

remdesivir in hospitalized patients. That was issued today.

Thank you very much and congratulations, Mr. O'Day, for the great

work from the company and the collaboration that we've had.

I also want to thank the more than 18,000 employees at FDA who
have heeded the President's call to reduce regulatory burden and
red tape and move things forward. I think I said the other day
this was lightning speed in terms of getting something

approved. And from clinical trial to getting it authorized from

the FDA, it's been quite the speedy but also effective process.



This i1is an important clinical advance that showed a statistically
significant reduction in time to recovery for patients with
COVID-19. And it's the first authorized therapy for COVID-19, so
we're really proud to be part of it, Mr. President. And thank

you for your leadership.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you. And, you know, Dr. Hahn left

one of the most important jobs in medicine, as you know --

MR. O’DAY: I know.

THE PRESIDENT: -- to take the FDA. And we're glad he did.

MR. O’'DAY: We're grateful.

THE PRESIDENT: He was at a very important job and a tremendous
reputation. But to take this job and -- you're doing great. So

we're really proud of you.

DR. HAHN: Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

Deborah? Please?

DR. BIRX: 1I'1ll just be very brief. I think this really
illustrates what can happen in such a short time. I mean, from
the first case that was diagnosed in the United States to now our
first step forward with a therapeutic in less than 90 days -- for
those of us who have worked in viral diseases and pandemics for a
long time, this is our first really positive step forward. It's
our first step forward. Obviously, groups are still working on

vaccines.

I just want to also thank the company for not only making sure



this got into clinical trial, but for -- for individuals who
didn’t qualify for the clinical trial, they made compassionate-
use drug available from the very beginning at our request and
around the world. And I think that combination of really strong,
scientific, rigorous clinical trials, but also, when you don’t
really have something, to make compassionate use available was

also really quite extraordinary.

So, again, also thank you for the patients, because obviously
this was a randomized trial. There was a group that did not get
the drug. 1It's why the Data and Safety Monitoring Board stopped
the trial, because of this statistical difference -- because you
can't keep placebos on a trial when you already have shown

significance in the treatment arm.

And so to the patients who were willing to be randomized and to
the doctors who did the trials and the nurses who took care of
them, we're really very grateful because these -- this clinical
research is critical for these breakthroughs, but obviously there
is someone getting the agent and there's others that aren’t. And

so that's really been extraordinary.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Deborah. And, you know,
while we're here and we have the media, I'd like to just maybe

have Alex discuss it for a second.

We will be AIDS-free as a country. And I used to say, two years
ago, "Ten years.”" And now we're down to eight years, and maybe
even sooner than that, working with Gilead and other companies
and working with the great people that we’'re dealing with

medically in our country.

And maybe you could say something about that, Alex --

SECRETARY AZAR: Sure.



THE PRESIDENT: -- because nobody knows you could even do

that. But we’re looking to be AIDS-free within the United States
within eight years. We started it -- frankly, it could have been
started in the previous administration, and they decided not to

and I decided to do it.

So, please, Alex.

SECRETARY AZAR: Well, again, it's -- it's a bit embarrassing to
be talking about HIV/AIDS standing next to Dr. Birx. So —--

(laughs) -- she’ll -- she can correct me as we Jo.

But, really, thanks to President Trump's leadership, the tools

were there. The tools were there to end the HIV epidemic in the
United States. But it was the President's call in the State of
the Union Address that brought everyone together, including this
great company, Gilead, and the United States government, all of

our partners to actually end the HIV epidemic.

And the tools are that you need to diagnose individuals. So part
of that is getting people that are in underserved areas. We
particularly have African American males in the southern rural
communities. We have Native Americans. We have many underserved

who are not getting diagnosed.

If we can get you diagnosed, we can get you on therapy if you are
positive for the disease. And if you're on therapy, and your
viral load is undetectable, you are un-transmissible. You can't
give that virus to somebody else if you stay on therapy. And our
amazing Ryan White Program has an incredible -- over 80 percent -
- success rate at getting people who are positive to be

undetectable by being compliant with their drugs.

And then, if you're negative but you have behaviors that put you
at risk for getting HIV, you can take PrEP. You can take the

product that, with compliance, it keeps you at 97 percent chance



that you won't get the HIV disease also.

And so the tools are there. It's about execution and blocking
and tackling. And that's what the President is leading, and

we've gotten the funding from Congress for this. So we really
have this in our grasp. But the tools were there, but it took

President Trump's call to action to make this a reality.

THE PRESIDENT: My first year in office, I was being briefed, and
they told me that this is a possibility, if we wanted to do

it. I said, “Who wouldn't want to do this?” And everything is a
lot of money, but this is small money compared to what we're
talking about. And I'm somebody from New York who lost a lot of
friends to AIDS, a tremendous number of friends. Some of the
most talented people that I knew I lost to AIDS. And it's

incredible.

Do you have anything to add to what -- because you are -- I mean,
you're the real expert on AIDS and the eradication. Anything to

add about eradication in our country?

DR. BIRX: Well, we just appreciate the government's support on
doing both domestic work and global work on HIV/AIDS, because
obviously you also are invested in the PEPFAR program to really
bring the same level of compassion and treatment to people around
the globe to really control the epidemic around the globe. And

this is a big step forward for all of us to really --

THE PRESIDENT: And what do you think of the timing? Is -- am I

right when I say about eight years?

DR. BIRX: Well, we are always -- to actually control the
pandemic, to make it controllable and smaller, that's absolutely
possible. To eradicate it, obviously we need a vaccine or a
cure. There are groups working on that, under your direction, to

really ensure that we have --



THE PRESIDENT: How is that coming?

DR. BIRX: We make forward progress in vaccines and then a little

step backwards and then forward progress.

THE PRESIDENT: Tough work.

MR. O’DAY: Tough work.

DR. BIRX: 1It's tough work.

MR. O’'DAY: But we’re not going to give up.

DR. BIRX: And the cure is tough work. But your scientists are

working on it around the clock and around the world.

THE PRESIDENT: Good. That'd be terrific. Mike? Please.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you, Mr. President. I Jjust
appreciate the opportunity to express the gratitude that we all
feel, Dan, to you and the incredible team of Gilead. And to
think of the progress that you've made at such an extraordinary
period of time -- when the President brought the pharmaceutical
companies here to the White House, you were among them. He said
we wanted you to move out quickly on developing vaccines, but he

salid develop the therapeutics as quickly as you can.

We were told that it was possible that, by the spring, we would
have therapeutics. And standing here on May the 1lst, the very
first therapeutic, with the emergency use authorization and the

good work with FDA, is now available.

And -- but donating 1.5 million doses, our task force will be
working very closely with Gilead to make sure that those

medicines, starting on Monday, are distributed to hospitals where



patients are struggling with serious conditions with the

coronavirus today.

And so I -- Dan, I just -- I hope you will carry back our
gratitude, but I know the gratitude of the American people, when
they see the incredible ingenuity and generosity of the team at

Gilead.

God bless you.

MR. O’DAY: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mike.

MR. O’'DAY: I appreciate that.

THE PRESIDENT: And, Adam, maybe you could say a few words. You
were very instrumental in getting this done, and also on
ventilators, getting us to be the kings and queens of
ventilators. We have a lot of ventilators, and we're helping
countries all over the world now with ventilators, starting with

almost none from the past. What do you have to say?

MR. BOEHLER: I think, thematically, it shows the strength of
public-private partnerships that you've led and that you, the

Vice President, that all of us have been working on.

You talked about wventilators. I know, Mr. Vice President, you
just visited the GM plant, and you were looking -- you saw GE

making ventilators, how quickly we moved there.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Right.

MR. BOEHLER: This is just another example where you have a

company, one of our best, that came up with the first therapeutic

that shows the strength of our private business. The other thing



I know that you guys did, Dan, that I really appreciate is you
didn't wait to start production. And that means we're going to
get the doses next week because they ramped up production and

didn't wait because they wanted to help Americans.

So I think it shows the strength of our private business, and I'm

very proud to be an American.

THE PRESIDENT: So that would mean that you're -- you were so
confident in what you were doing early on that you were able to

project it in advance?

MR. O’'DAY: I would love to -- I would love to say we were that
confident. We really weren't. But we -- but we saw the
incredible human need and we said, in the event that this is

successful --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s great.

MR. O'DAY: -- we have to plan for success. And that's just the
way that we operate. I am proud to work for a company that takes

those type of decisions.

THE PRESIDENT: And how many doses are we getting, from the

standpoint of the country and the contribution?

MR. O'DAY: So we -- I mean, we're —-- particularly with the news
around the fact that some patients, as Dr. Hahn mentioned, can
benefit from only five days of treatment, which I think is a real

benefit, by the way --

THE PRESIDENT: Ah, I see. Good.

MR. O'DAY: -- for patients to get five days of IV, and if

they’re improving, to get out of the hospital. Great for them to

get back to their loved ones. Great for reducing the burden on



the healthcare system. And then, that 1.5 million doses goes
longer, right?

THE PRESIDENT: That’s great.

MR. O'DAY: ©So we're talking, you know, about hundreds -- more
than 100,000 treatment courses -- which again, we need more, and
we're still ramping up and we're going to have more in the second
half of the year --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s a great -- that’s a great start.

MR. O’DAY: -- but at least it's a start. And the most severe,
the most serious patients, I think, were the ones that we’ll work

with, with the Vice President and his team on, to make sure that

we get it to the most serious patients first.

THE PRESIDENT: That's a great story. Thank you very much, Dan.

MR. O’DAY: Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank Gilead very much. (Applause.) That’s

fantastic.

We’ll be seeing you all in a little while. Thank you very

much. Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you very much. It’s an honor to be
with Governor Phil Murphy of a wonderful state known as New
Jersey. I spent a lot of time in New Jersey. It’s a beautiful
state. People don’t realize how dense it is, right?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: That’s right.

THE PRESIDENT: They keep saying, I guess, you’re number

two? And I’ve even heard number, right?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah, I think number one.

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody would think that about New Jersey. But

it’s a great place and a great state. And they have a wonderful



man that’s running it, who’s -- he runs it with heart and with
brains, and he -- he’s done a terrific job. We are together. We
are working closely. I think we -- somebody said we got you more

ventilators maybe than any other state, which surprised me also.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yep.

THE PRESIDENT: But you’ve used them well.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: And your numbers are headed in the right

direction. And I just want to thank the Governor and his very

capable people. The relationship has been a very good one.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: And we’re working very hard with New

Jersey. We’re working hard with everybody. But we’re working

hard with this governor. He’s one of the governors that’s really

done a job. He’s stepped up to the plate, and he has -- and he
swung, and he’s just -- you’re going to see the results very
soon.

So, with that, I’d like to ask -- Phil, perhaps you’d like to say

a few words.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: First of all, Mr. President, to you and your
team, we’re incredibly honored to be here. I thank you for the
enormous help in our darkest hour of need: ventilators; as you
could see, PPE; testing sites. ©Now, I think, we’re going to be
in a very good place thanks to you and your team as it relates to
expanding testing dramatically so that we’ll be able to begin to

take those steps to reopen.

We’ve been crushed as a state. As you know, it’s a state you



know very well. We have 6,770 fatalities. But the curves, thank
God, are beginning to show promise. And we’re beginning to take

some baby steps on that road to reopen. In fact, we’ve announced
that, as of this weekend, our state and county parks, golf, under
certain protocols, as of Saturday morning will be able to be open

again.

THE PRESIDENT: Good.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: And that’s a step on that road. And again, we
couldn’t be making the progress we’re making without you and your

administration.

And so to you and to your incredibly talented team with a very
heavy dose of New Jersey blood on your team, including yourself -

- (laughter) --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s true.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: -- who knows that state extremely well, we

thank you for everything.

And again, financially, that’s another topic we’ll -- you know,
we’ve been crushed, and I appreciate your consideration on the
financial side going forward as well.

So thank you for everything.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. And we have been helping on
the hospitals. And your hospitals have been really under stress,

to put it mildly, right?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Amen.

THE PRESIDENT: You know, you have some hospitals where you don’t
have such a big COVID problem, and they -- they do what they



do. 1In fact, they really could do a lot more because they

weren’t allowed to use the elective.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Correct.

THE PRESIDENT: And by not having the elective, all of a sudden

they had such a different situation from you --

GOVERNOR MURPHY: No guestion.

THE PRESIDENT: -- because you had to use it for COVID, and it

was a tremendous strain.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: You bet.

THE PRESIDENT: So we’'re going to work with you on that. We have

been, but we’re going to be working with you on that.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: I just want to thank you for the great job you’ve

done.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you, Mr. President. And likewise, thank
you for your partnership and leadership on this. It’s meant an

enormous amount on our state.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. And, you know, I have to

speak as President but I also speak as somebody that is in New

Jersey a lot. It’s a great place. It’s a beautiful
state. People don’t understand New Jersey quite. But it’s a
beautiful -- it’s a beautiful state. And it’s great to have you

as the governor.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you, Mr. President.



THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: An honor to be with you. And this is a big

deal for us. Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. And, by the way, he’s a
Democrat, so I'm getting myself in trouble, but that’s
okay. (Laughter.) I have to tell the truth. He’s -- he’s

something.

So, any questions? Jim?

Q Mr. President, your economic advisor, Kevin Hassett, said
this morning that the unemployment rate could be around 19
percent -- numbers we haven’t seen since the Great

Depression. What is you plan to get the country out of this

ditch?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think we’re going to have a great third
quarter. That’s going to be a transition. So when I say
“great,” I think the transition is going to be really

terrific. And we’re going to take it into the fourth, and I

think we’re going to have, potentially, a great fourth quarter.

There’s tremendous pent-up demand. I don't know if Kevin said
that or Larry Kudlow. But they’re telling -- they see it. But I
feel it. I feel it. I think sometimes what I feel is better

than what I think, unfortunately or fortunately, Phil.

But I tell you what: I feel it. And I will say that I think next
year 1s going to be a spectacular year in terms of growth, in
terms of bringing our country back. I think we’re going to have
a really good year. We want to be where we were. And I think we
can actually surpass where we were. And we were the strongest
anywhere in the world. We were the best that we ever were, but

we were the strongest anywhere in the world.



But I view what we have now as obviously a period of -- here we
are; 1t is what it is. We just got hit by a vicious virus that
should have never been allowed to escape China. They should have
stopped it at the source. They didn’t do that. A hundred and
eighty-four countries have been devastated by it, including
China, by the way. Because I looked at their numbers, and their
numbers are terrible. And it’s just a very tough situation for
the people of our country. All the loss, the death, it’s a
terrible thing.

But I think we’'re going to make a very strong comeback. It’1ll
start with the third gquarter. I think you’re going to see some -
- some pretty good numbers. I think you’re going to see really
good transition numbers. But the fourth quarter is going to be -
- I really believe it’s going to be terrific. And I think that

next year is going to be a great year.

Q Is it fair for the voters to take into consideration your
handling of the pandemic when they assess whether to reelect you

in the fall?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure, I think they do. I think they have to do a
number of things. They do have to do that. And maybe Phil could
speak to that because I think I’ve handled it -- and not me; T
think our whole group has been spectacular. We had ventilators;
we didn’t have any. We built them. We have thousands -- tens of
thousands are right now under construction. And we’ve given --
as Phil said, vyou got, I think, more ventilators than anybody in

the United States.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: I believe that’s correct.

THE PRESIDENT: New Jersey needed them very badly.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yep.



THE PRESIDENT: And there was never a person that needed a
ventilator that didn’t get one in any state. Not one person that
needed a ventilator. So we didn’t say, “He didn’t get a

ventilator and somebody passed away. Somebody didn’t make it.”

Now we had a mask problem. Now we have so many masks, we don’t

know what to do with them. We had a big problem.

And you have to understand: When we took over, the cupboards were

bare. And the thing that -- frankly, it’s not as tough as the
ventilator situation. We’re the king of ventilators. But what
we have done i1s -- on testing, we’re doing numbers the likes of

which nobody has ever seen before.

And T told you, the President of South Korea, President Moon,
called me to congratulate me on testing. And we did more tests
than any other country anywhere in the world. And I think they
told me yesterday a number -- if you add up the rest of the

world, we’ve done more testing. And it’s a higher quality test.

So I think we’ve done a -- I think the whole team, federal

government -- we built hospitals for you and others.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: You bet.

THE PRESIDENT: We built medical centers. And I’'m talking about
thousands and thousands of beds. Many, many medical centers. We
had -- as you know, we had the governor of Florida and the
governor of Louisiana over the last two days. They could not
have been -- and one was a Democrat, and this gentleman happens
to be a proud Democrat. They could not have been more supportive

of the effort of the federal government.

And I’11 tell you, Jim --



Q But aren’t you seeing massive lines for food?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just tell you, we have -- we started off
with empty cupboards. The last administration left us

nothing. We started off with bad, broken tests and obsolete

tests.

What we’ve come up with, between the Abbott Laboratories, where

you have the five-minute test. Did they test you today?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: They did test me.

THE PRESIDENT: Good. Now I feel better. (Laughter.)

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I’m negative.

THE PRESIDENT: You did the five-minute -- the Abbott test.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: I did the quick turnaround.

THE PRESIDENT: It’s so great.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: I feel like a new man.

THE PRESIDENT: That’s a brand -- you know what? That’s a brand-

new test. That didn’t exist eight weeks ago, and now it’s like

the rage. Everybody wants that test.

No, I think we’ve done -- I think we’ve done a really great Jjob.

Q But the Obama administration -- people from the Obama

administration would disagree on your assessment that the

cupboards were bare. They said that there was equipment in --

THE PRESIDENT: Well -- well -- I know, Jim.



Q -- the National Stockpile.

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just tell you -- I -- that’s fine.

Q And as for, you say, broken tests, it’s a new virus. So how

could the test be broken when you needed a new test?

THE PRESIDENT: We had a broken -- Jim, we had broken tests. We
had tests that were obsolete. We had tests that didn’t take care

of people.

But here’s what’s very important: If you take a look at the swine
flu, HIN1 -- or, as Joe Biden would say, N1H1, but it’s actually
wrong. He didn’t even know the name, okay? HIN1l, the swine flu
-- the Obama administration was a disaster. And they did polling
on how did they do, and their polls were so negative, so

bad. They did a very poor Jjob.

And they did a poor job on a lot of things. They did a poor job
on our military. They did a poor job on our ammunition. When T
got here, we had no ammunition. Just like we had no ammunition,

we had very little medical, too.

So I think, when you ask how did we do -- and I have to say it
because the news is so fake and so corrupt -- I think we did a
spectacular job. I’m not even referring to me. I’m referring to
all of these people, including your people who have been working

with my people so closely.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: You bet. You bet.

THE PRESIDENT: But the federal government has done a spectacular
job, to a point where we’re building, now -- we’re going to have
thousands and thousands of ventilators, and we’re helping other
countries. Because Phil doesn’t need ventilators. You needed

them very badly at the beginning.



GOVERNOR MURPHY: We did. We did.

THE PRESIDENT: And maybe you could say something to Jim’s

question.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah, I don’t know -- I don’t have a view on
the history, but I will say this: In our hour of need, whether it
was ventilators, the Army Corps building out capacity, FEMA with
our testing sites, and a big part of our ability to reopen as

fast as we all want to is to rapidly expand testing.

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: And you all -- literally, in the here and now,
this week -- are helping us in a big way to at least -- I would
expect by the end of May, thanks to you and your team’s help,
we’ll be able to at least double, and I hope more than double,
our testing capabilities. And because of that, that will allow
us to much more aggressively and responsibly do the reopening

that we all need to do.

THE PRESIDENT: And, Phil, how did we do on ventilators, as an

example, where you were really in --

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah.

THE PRESIDENT: -- vyou needed them badly?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah. We got them. I mean, there’s just no

other way to put it. And I'm told that we were the number one

state recipient of ventilators.

THE PRESIDENT: I’ve heard that. Yes.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: And this was -- you know, we were at the edge,



and this is life-or-death stuff. And we got them, and we are

forever thankful for that.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Phil.

Q Mr. President, on operation -- on this vaccine operation,
“Warp Speed,” who’s in charge of that? And are you overpromising
when you say you’re going to have 300 million doses of wvaccine in

eight months?

THE PRESIDENT: ©No, I'm not over-promising. I don’t know who
said it, but whatever the maximum is, whatever you can humanly
do, we're going to have. And we hope we're going to come up with

a good vaccine.

Johnson & Johnson and Oxford and lots of different great
companies, representatives of our country in some time- -- in
some ways. NIH is working very hard and doing a terrific

job. ©No, I hope we're going to have a vaccine, and we're going
to fast-track it like you've never seen before, if we come up

with a vaccine. I think they probably will.

Q And who is in charge of that Operation Warp Speed?

THE PRESIDENT: We have -- you know who is in charge of

it? Honestly? I am. I'll tell you, I'm really in charge of
it. I could say somebody else. I will say, we're dealing with,
as you know, the General and the Admiral. They're very much in
charge. But I think probably, more than anything, I'm in
charge. And I'm the one that gets blamed. And I get blamed

anyway.

Don't forget, if we come up with a vaccine in record time,
they'll say I should have done it faster. But we have a lot of
good -- a lot of good possibilities. Like the Gilead yesterday,
that was a big thing. That was a big thing. And as explained --



and I think very importantly, that was a step. You know, that
was a big step: 31 percent step. But the step means, I guess,
Deborah -- what Tony, yesterday, was explaining -- the step means
you now take another step, another. All of a sudden, you're up
to 50, 60, 70. But that was a very positive -- that was a big

step, as I understand it.

Okay? Thank you.

0 Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Go ahead, please.

Q Thank you --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, Jeff go.

Q Thank you, sir. The intelligence agencies today said that
they agree with the scientific community, that the virus did
originate in China but was not manmade and was not genetically

modified. Do you agree with that assessment?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I haven't seen the report yet, but I will
tell you, 1f you speak to the head of intelligence right now, you
speak to the head, they did say that I was given a briefing when

I said I was given it, not before. And they also said that it

wasn't specific and it was not a panic briefing. It wasn't like,
"Oh, we're going to be invaded." It was in January, later
January -—-

Q You were getting a briefing in January?

THE PRESIDENT: And I think -- I think what you'll do is you'll

speak to them. In fact, I'll ask Mark to make a report to you
because the -- the news was totally -- you know, as usual, fake

and corrupt.



So intelligence is doing a report, and the report turned out to

be exactly as I said.

Q So, Mr. President, so you're saying that you got a briefing

in January about the --

THE PRESIDENT: No, I'm not saying it. ©No, no. I'm not.

Q -— about the coronavirus.

THE PRESIDENT: You didn't hear me. I said intelligence are

saying it. And they're going to give a report --

Q Okay.

THE PRESIDENT: -- and it will make you very unhappy because it

makes you SO wrong.

Q Well --

THE PRESIDENT: You, 1n particular.

All right. Go ahead. Behind you, please.

Q Governor, states received $150 billion in the first CARES
Act. What are -- what are you going to need now to get back on
your feet? What have you told the President on that front? And
how do you address Republican complaints that the federal
government should not be bailing out states who were badly

managed prior to the pandemic?

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Yeah. So, I've been in office two -- going on
two and a half years, and I got elected to, sort of, fix the
economy. And we made a lot of progress on what I would call the

"legacy issues": record pension payments; stabilizing



indebtedness; record surpluses. And as Mike Tyson says,

"Everyone's got a plan until you get punched in the face."”

THE PRESIDENT: (Laughs.) And we -- and we did.
GOVERNOR MURPHY: And we did. So we -- we've made -- we've got a
plan, and we're comfortable with the progress that -- it's going

to take a while, all the legacy stuff.

The financial assistance we need -- and we need a significant
amount; this is a big hit and this is somewhere, in New Jersey
alone, could be 20 to 30 billion dollars. But this is to allow
us to keep firefighters, teachers, police, EMS on the payroll,
serving the communities in their hour of need. And that's

something that we feel strongly about.

We don't see it as a bailout. We see this as a partnership,
doing the right thing in what is the worst healthcare crisis in
the history of our nation. And I want to again thank the
President for an extraordinary spirit of partnership across the

whole spectrum of our needs. And I want to reiterate that.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: And I will say, that's a tough question because
you're talking about the states, and whether you call it a
bailout or a lot of money, and it's -- a lot of it's for years,
long before you were there. You can't have a better
representative than this man. That, I can tell you. Plus, he's
an old Goldman Sachs guy. (Laughter.) And what they don't know
about him -- he's done a great job, but he went through a big
operation just before this happened, and that's a hell of a
thing.

GOVERNOR MURPHY: Thank you, Mr. President.



THE PRESIDENT: You know, that was a -- that was a big deal.

Q Mr. President -- Mr. President, are you worried about the

food supply chain breakdown --

THE PRESIDENT: No, not at all. No. We solved that problem --

Q -—- especially in the meat market?

THE PRESIDENT: We solved that problem yesterday. I expect to
see the supply chain as strong as ever -- maybe stronger, for

certalin reasons.

We did something. We got -- we had a roadblock, though. It was
a legal roadblock more than anything else. It was a foolish
thing that nobody ever took care of for a long time, and we took

care of it.

No, I expect things to go very smoothly.

Q So the American people shouldn’t worry about any shortage in

the market at all?

THE PRESIDENT: ©Not even a little bit. There’s a lot of supply
too. But now they’re going to get it. And that was solved

yesterday very late in the evening. Okay?

Q Mr. President, at what point do people need another check if

unemployment is at 20 percent?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're talking about that. I know a lot of
people are talking about it. But we've given a lot of

stimulus. And again, we think now it's so great. I'm so happy
that you're opening up parks and things because that's a big step

for New Jersey because they were hit very hard.



I think that -- I think you're going to see something that's
going to surprise maybe the world. And, you know, we're the
leader of the world. We're really the leader. 1In this case, the
leader of the world. And we've done better. If you look at our
deaths, if you look at mortality rates, if you look at the
things, we're -- in fact, I'm going to get a chart, because it's
maybe the most impressive thing -- right? -- how we've done. And
that’s a tribute to the governors, and it's a tribute to the

federal government and all of us working together.

But I would love you to get that, if you could. Because we're
right at the top -- meaning top, in a positive way, of those
charts.

I think you're going to see economic numbers that are going to be
fantastic. I believe it very strongly. And you're going to
start to see it with the transition period, which is number

three. And quarter four, you're going to have tremendous

numbers. Tremendous numbers.

Q Would you --

THE PRESIDENT: And I think next year you're going to really have

tremendous numbers.

Q Mr. President, can we ask you about General Flynn?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q Are you going to pardon him? This is what you tweeted back

in December of 2017: "I had to fire General Flynn because he lied

to the Vice President and the FBRI."

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q Do you still believe that he lied to the Vice President and



the FBI?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, well, I'1l1 tell you --

Q Shouldn’t he be punished for that?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure. When I looked at what they did to him,
they tormented him. Dirty cops tormented General Flynn. General
Flynn is a fine man. Thirty-five years or so in the

military. You don’t get to be where he is by being bad -- that,
I can tell you.

And then, he -- right at the beginning of the administration the

dirty cops came in. And you see the notes, Jim. I mean, whether

you're on our side, that side, whatever. I mean, I assume, let's
all talk about fairness. What they did to General Flynn -- and,
by the way, to Roger Stone and to others -- was a disaster and

disgrace. And it should never be allowed to happen in this

country again.

And what I really hope -- because CNN tormented him, in all
fairness -- I really hope to see, because they haven’t been doing
it, and I appreciate your question -- I hope to see that CNN will

not even apologize, which they should, but just cover it fairly,
because he’s in the process of being exonerated. If you look at
those notes from yesterday, that was total exoneration. These

were dirty, filthy cops at the top of the FBI. And you know the

names better than I do, and they were dishonest people.

Now we have to see what's going to happen. But General Flynn was
treated like nobody should -- and I'm not talking about generals;
I'm saying like nobody in this country should be treated.

Q So were you wrong to fire him at the time?

THE PRESIDENT: And they did it right at the beginning.



Q Why did you fire him at the time?

THE PRESIDENT: They did it right -- Jim, they did it right --
well, look at what they did to the guy. I mean, he couldn’t
haven’t known too much what was happening. They came at him with

15 buses and he's standing in the middle of a highway.

What they did to this man -- they tormented him; they destroyed
him. But he's going to come back -- like I say, he's going to
come back bigger and better. But what they did to him, and I
hear there's a lot of other stuff coming out if I believe
everything I'm reading. Because I like to stay out of it. I
don’t have to stay out of it at all. But I like to stay out of
it.

And, Jim, what they did to him is terrible. And I hope that CNN
is going to give him a fair shake and cover it, because I think

it's very important.

Yeah.

Q But, sir, just to follow up on was it a mistake to fire him,

would you bring him back on to the administration?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what I wish I had was all the information
where they were out to get him. They wanted him -- they were
trying to force him to lie. You see the written statements where
they were trying to force him into a position where we can get
him on a lie or can we get him this way or that way. This is

terrible.

This is like what happened in -- and I'm not going to name the
countries, because we deal with these countries, okay? But what
would happen in other countries, not the USA. What they did to

General Flynn and others -- and others -- i1s a disgrace. And I



hope -- really, I hope your networks are going to cover it.

Because, you know, I've seen where it's the biggest story in the
world a year ago and a year and a half --

"Flynn. Flynn. Flynn." And then he's essentially

exonerated. Now, that’s not official yet. But when you read the

notes, how could you do anything else?

Q In his letter of resignation, though, he admitted to --

THE PRESIDENT: And I hear there's -- I hear there’s much -- Jim,

I hear there's much more coming out.

Q -- giving bad information to the Vice President.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be so good for CNN, if you

covered it honestly and if you’d report it honestly. It would be

so good for the network.

Q Of course, we have.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay, with that, thank you all very much. Thank

you. Thank you very much. Thank you, Jim.
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you very much, everybody. A lot of
progress is being made, as you see. And we’re reopening our
country, and it’s very exciting. And it should have never
happened. This plague should never have happened. It could have
been stopped, but people chose not to stop it. 1It’s a very sad

thing for the world -- 184 countries, at least.

But it’s a great honor to have you with us, friends of mine who
have been truly great business leaders and are great business

leaders. And you’re opening up your company again too, if you



think about it, right? You’re, sort of, doing a reopening.

But they’re great companies, and they'll do very well --
hopefully better than ever before. And that's what we're
seeing. We're seeing tremendous pent-up demand. And it's a

beautiful thing to see.

So it's wonderful to have American industry leaders -- and that’s
what you are: true leaders -- to the White House. You've been
here before, all of you, and we've talked about it in different
times. We built the greatest economy in the history of the
world, and nobody even disputes that. And one day, they walk in
and they say, “Sir, we're going to have to close it up until we
get rid of this hidden enemy, this -- this terrible

scourge.” And that's what we did. And we did the right

thing. We did an incredible job. We worked with the

governments. We worked with states all over the country.

We had no ventilators, or very few, from previous
administrations. And we became the king of wventilators. We have
thousands and thousands of ventilators. We're now helping other

countries with ventilators.

We had old-fashioned tests that didn't work; they were really
obsolete. They didn't work. They were broken. And we end up --
the testing has been incredible now and to a level that nobody
has seen. I got a call from President Moon of South Korea. He
said, “Congratulations. Your testing is just” -- nobody has ever

seen anything like we're doing.

We've tested more than all countries put together, and millions
of tests and the highest quality test. But it's -- it's great to
be with -- with you. We're joined by Matt Maddox of Wynn
Resorts, Chris Reynolds of Toyota, Chris Nassetta of Hilton, Josh
Bolten of the Business Roundtable, Walt Ehmer of Waffle House.



And thanks to Vice President Mike Pence, Secretary Steve Mnuchin,
and Secretary Eugene Scalia. That Scalia has very good

genes. Where is Scalia? He has very good genes, that guy, I’11
tell you. Scalia. He’s got the Scalia genes, right? We all

know what that means.

We mourn -- and I have to say this so strongly -- we mourn every
life tragically lost to the invisible enemy, and we're heartened
that the worst of the pain and suffering is going to be behind
us. We think we really have crossed a big boundary, and much
better days are ahead. And I often say I see the light at the
end of the tunnel, very strongly. This demand is going to be
incredible. I think next year is going to be an incredible year

for our economy.

I think the fourth guarter is going to be really, really good,
Kevin. We were talking about that before. You maybe will say
something. And we're going to be in a transition quarter next
quarter, the third quarter. And I think we'll do very, very

nicely there, from an economic standpoint.

But thanks to the devotion of the American people, the number of
new cases continues to decline. The United States has now
conducted nearly 6 million tests, far more than any other nation,
as I said. So many -- so many tests and so much has been learned

about what we're fighting.

And if it does rear up a little bit in the fall or even a lot,
we'll be able to put it out. We'll put out the embers or we’ll
put out the flames.

Two weeks ago, we released guidelines to give states a real
strong indication of what we want and how we want it done. We've
really had a good relationship with the states. Mike Pence has
worked very, very hard with the task force. He's headed the task

force, so importantly, with a great group of people.



And it's been -- it's just been incredible what's taken place
over a very short period of time, including the gowns and all of
the surgical equipment, and the safety equipment and

masks. People don't talk about masks anymore; that's the other
thing. They're not talking about masks. They were talking about
“where are the masks,” because we had a cupboard that was

bare. We didn't have a lot of -- a lot of equipment or medical

supplies in the cupboard that we inherited.

Now we're taking in millions and millions of masks. I'1l1l give
you a number that you won't even believe. We have an order: 500
million masks coming in. And we've delivered millions and
millions and tens of millions of masks all over. So you don't
hear about that anymore either. You don't hear about
ventilators; you don't hear about masks. And you shouldn't be
hearing about testing, but that's the last thing they can

complain about, I guess.

You know, 1f we do -- if we do 2 million tests, they said, “How
come you didn't do three?” Well, we do three and then they say,
“How come you didn't do four?” That’s like a -- that's like a

dream for the media.

But we've done incredible with testing. And you'll see over the
next coming weeks -- Mike, you maybe want to speak about that a
little bit -- but over the next coming weeks, you'll see some --
some astonishing numbers. I don't know that all of that's even
necessary because you have some governors that love the

test. You have others that like doing it a different way, an
old-fashioned way, with some testing. But we're going maximum

testing.

We've encouraged the more than 30 states that have taken steps to
resume economic activity already -- we've given them tremendous

encouragement and support. We’re backing them 100 percent. You



know, many governors have called me, telling me their plans,
laying them out: governor of Texas, Oklahoma, governor of
Arkansas -- many, many governors. 1 spoke with Governor

Cuomo. We had a great talk today on a different subject, but he
wants to get open. Everybody wants to get open. They want to
get open, and they want to get back to business. And their
constituents, the citizens of this country, want to get

back. And that's what's happening.

So I just want to perhaps start off by introducing our Vice
President, and then we'll go around the table, and you'll
introduce yourself and say a few words to the media. You're
covered by a very serious media out here. The audience can’t see
it, but these are the most wonderful human beings. Actually,
this is a nice group. I can't imagine. We actually have a nice

group of people.

But, Mike, if you could say a few words, please, that would be

great. And then we'll go around the table. Thank you.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you, Mr. President. And I want
to thank all the distinguished business leaders who are here and
the -- and the, literally, millions of Americans that are

employed at the businesses represented around this table.

And it's remarkable to think, Mr. President, that before the
coronavirus epidemic came ashore, we had seen extraordinary
growth in the American economy, not Jjust the stock market setting
records; millions of new Jjobs; more Americans working than ever
before. But in January, when you stood up the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, you said we had one mission, and that was
to save lives and to make sure that the healthcare providers in
America would be able to render the level of care to any American
struggling with the coronavirus that we would want our own family

members to have.



And thanks to your leadership, thanks to the partnership that we
forged with states across the country, working with local health
officials, Mr. President, as you said yesterday, we have light at
the end of the tunnel. We really are encouraged by the

progress. In even the hotspots around the country, cases are
leveling off, and in some areas, going down. Hospitalizations

are declining even in the Greater New York City area.

That's a testament to the American people and to the way the
American people, now nearly 45 days ago, embraced the guidelines
to slow the spread. And as we come to the end of this mitigation
period, states across the country have all embraced those same
mitigation and social distancing efforts. The American people to
put them into practice. We've saved lives. We've protected the
vulnerable. We preserved our healthcare system. And we're well

on our way to healing our land.

As vyou mentioned, testing will be a part of how we move to the
next stage. It was just on the 16th that you laid out a plan for
opening up America again. And as we sit here today, I'm -- I'm
informed that 35 states have already released formal opening
plans, many of which are consulting directly with our team here
in the administration, and we're going to continue to work with

all of them.

Testing is a major part of it. And I can assure you, Mr.
President, and the American people that we’ll continue to scale
testing across the country. We're doing more than a million
Lests a week now; 5.8 million tests total. We expect, by next
month, very quickly to be at a capacity to do more than 2 million

tests a week. We laid out our blueprint for testing.

And as I heard again today on a conference call with America's
governors in agricultural states, there's great enthusiasm for
the blueprint for testing that you unveiled earlier this

week. And we'll be surging supplies and resources and reagents



into the states to support that increased testing.

But we know that, ultimately, we’ve -- we’ve got to find a way to
help America get back to work. And having the opportunity to
hear from these business leaders about best practices that
businesses are considering, whether they be restaurants like
Waffle House or major corporations and hotels, we welcome

that. We look forward to partnering with you, as the President

said.

America works when America is working. And we're absolutely
committed, as soon as 1t is safe and responsible to do so, to
partner with governors across the country, partner with
businesses across the country, and open up America again. So,

thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mike. And I just -- before
we go around, Puritan Medical Swppties [Products], a wonderful
company, will produce 40 million additional swabs per month
starting in May. They've opened up a very big process, and that
was funding authorized by the Defense Production Act. So that'll
help the states. And again, we're there to help the states. A
lot of states can buy their own swabs. It's not that big a

deal. But we're here to help them. We want them to be

successful.

We had, as you know, the governor of Louisiana in today and we
told that story, which has been a really great story. And we had
the governor of Florida in yesterday. And that was a great

story. These were -- just incredible what's been happening.

So maybe we'll start with my left. And, Chris, do you want to
take it —--

MR. NASSETTA: Yeah.



THE PRESIDENT: -- and tell him about -- I know a lot about your

company, but maybe a lot of people don't. Tell them the story.

MR. NASSETTA: Indeed, you do. Thank you, first of all, for

inviting me back to the White House. I was thinking, on the way
down here today -- I'm based in Washington, and I was here about
six weeks ago. The world was a different place. We were --

THE PRESIDENT: Different.

MR. NASSETTA: We were not at the beginning, but we were in the
thick of it, fighting this war. And we've come a long

way. We’ve made tremendous progress, thanks to your leadership
and the leadership of the administration that is represented

around this table and otherwise. So, thank you for that.

We -- you know, we are very supportive as an industry, and
certainly as a company, on reopening America. We think it's
critical that that happen. The guidelines that you and the
administration have outlined, we’re incredibly supportive of, of
opening in a safe and healthy way, which -- which you and Vice

President Pence just described.

We have been trying at Hilton, and as an industry, to be part of
the solution throughout. So in the middle of the crux of the
crisis, when first responders were unable to get housing -- even
though our industry and our company has its share of problems --
we provided, with American Express, one million rooms, free of
charge, to first responders. Those rooms are still being

provided to first responders as they fight the war.

But now, as we think about and I spend my time predominantly on
the reopening of our business, what we realize is that people do
want to get out. They want safety. They want to be doing it in
a way that is safe. They want to feel good about it, but they

want to get out. They want to visit their family, their friends,



their loved ones. They ultimately want to get around the country
and do business again. And in order to do that, they want to

feel safe.

So all the work that you all are doing is obviously, as an
administration and the states, is critical. What we're trying to
do in our part is develop the best health and hygiene standards
that exist. So when they stay in our hotels, they feel safe.

So what we launched just this week was -- in partnership with
Lysol, one of the most respected brands with some of the best
scientists on cleanliness and killing germs, and the Mayo Clinic,
one of the most reputable health organizations in the world -- we
have developed and are working on the absolute best protocols so
that when people come into our hotels, the rooms have been
cleaned, they've been sealed, the public spaces have, and then
they can feel safe and secure in that environment so they can get
out and see the people they want to see and see this great

country again, like they used to.

We've also been trying to work with the industry -- and the
industry, to their credit, is trying to mobilize to create a
consistent set of standards so that this isn't just Hilton. The
whole industry, you know, would have a set of health and hygiene
standards that would make -- that would make people

comfortable. We will be sharing it with the administration,
we’re sharing it with governors already, to try and create a

standard.

We stand ready, as Hilton, and we stand ready as an industry to

help get America open and moving again.

THE PRESIDENT: That’s great. Thank you very much. Great
company. And you'll have it up and running again very soon. I
know you very well and you're going to do a great job

reopening. We're reopening Hilton, and we're reopening our



nation. A lot of companies are very excited right now.

Steve, do you want to say just a couple of words about where we

are with the different things, please?

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: Well, I think -- thank you, Mr. President,
Mr. Vice President. 1It's great to see these companies here
today. It's great to see the reopening. I think we're making an
enormous amount of progress. Yesterday, we met with small
businesses that we saw the benefit of the programs. Today, we're
meeting with big businesses. I was particularly pleased to hear

from Chris. He's been able to access the capital markets.

Just the announcement of our facilities with the Federal Reserve
created liquidity so that public companies could access the
capital markets and not need to come to the government for

support.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

Please. How are you doing?

MR. EHMER: I'm doing great. Thank you, Mr. President. I'm Walt

Ehmer, with Waffle House, in Atlanta, Georgia. It is a -- it's

an honor to be here today. Thank you for including me, a --

probably a well-dressed cook and dishwasher. I don't know about
big companies, but -- but we're happy to be included. And thank
you, too, Mr. Vice President, for -- for all of your support.

I am here representing our industry, I believe, and, in large
part, the independent restaurant companies of America that are
out here that have helped create the fabric of our country with
the restaurants that they've put in our communities and the

connections they have with communities. And we, in a small way,



feel like we are a part of that.

We did have -- we did have the opportunity this week, in the
state of Georgia, in the state of Tennessee, to open up some of
our dining rooms to dine-in customers again. And it was very
welcomed by our people; it was welcomed by our customers. Our
customers are ready to see some sign of progress that we are
beginning to move forward. We've done it in a safe way. We have
followed all of the guidelines -- your guidelines, the CDC

guidelines, in how to make that happen.

But what we believe we’ve -- when we started out in this journey,
we said we really have several goals. And the first goal was we
wanted it to be a safe environment for our customers and for our
associates. And our second goal was to create financial safety

for our workforce.

And I wanted to thank you personally for -- on behalf of our
workforce -- for all of the stimulus funds that have gone
directly to the workforce of America. It is making a
difference. It has made a difference. It is keeping the

economic engine turning ever so slowly right now, but it is
helping keep people put food on the table and a roof over their
head. So, on behalf of our workforce, I thank you for that.

As we got into this, we felt like we needed to make a lot of
adjustments coming in. One of the great things about a
restaurant and the entire restaurant community: The restaurants
are the second largest private employer in the country. And
there is a million restaurants out there. And probably no other
industry has been hit as hard from a revenue standpoint, or a
layoff and furlough standpoint. But restaurants, if you think

about --

THE PRESIDENT: What’s number one?



MR. EHMER: What's number one?

THE PRESIDENT: (Inaudible.)

MR. EHMER: Health -- healthcare, is my understanding.

THE PRESIDENT: Really? Good.

MR. EHMER: Yeah. Private employers. I assume you guys are

number one overall, but --

So, you know, restaurants have a unique opportunity to help lead

us out of this. And the reason for that, in my opinion, is -- is
that we have been practicing safe food handling for years. The
safety of our guests has always been paramount. So, what we have

done is we've taken a workforce that is trained to do that and
added more sanitation practices to it, more touchpoints, more
social distancing, as you have prescribed and the CDC has

prescribed.

And we have a -- basically turned our restaurants into the
ability, pretty much at half capacity, to seat guests in our
restaurant. And it -- it's given us an opportunity to get the
wheels of the economy, our economy, our engine turning a little
bit, because the next thing we want to make sure is we protect

the jobs for the people that work for us and the people in our

industry.
So we’re very appreciative. I did want to say that, ever since
my daughter was young, she -- every time she saw the “WH” on the

TV screen, she thought that that stood for “Waffle House.” So I
don't know if you have the trademark for the “White House” or we
do, but we could probably work something out. But I wore my “WH”
tie for you today. (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: This one was here first. I know



that. (Laughter.) That’s great.

MR. EHMER: Well, we might have to talk then.

So -- but thank you for including us. And on behalf of all the
restaurant operators out there in the country, we appreciate this

opportunity to begin the journey to move forward.

THE PRESIDENT: And thank you very much, Walt. We appreciate
it.

Chris Reynolds? Chris, of Toyota.

MR. REYNOLDS: Yes, Mr. President. Thank vyou, first, for
inviting us. Thank you, Mr. Vice President, in giving us an
opportunity to share how Toyota is working within the American
automotive industry to return to work safely, to reopen America

safely.

We announced on March 18 that we were suspending production due
to the awful scourge of the coronavirus. On March 19, we started
to plan to reopen. We started right away. And just to give you
some quick background on Toyota: We've been here in the U.S. for
over 60 years; 1,500 dealers; 1.2 million doll- -- 1.2 million
units of cars and trucks manufactured last year; 475,000 people
employed, including a great number in the state of Indiana from

where our Vice President is from.

Going to the next slide, we -- with that as background -- really
are trying to apply three fundamental principles to how we're
going to return to work. Principle number one is: We need to
stay connected with our team members. So, every week, we conduct
phone surveys with all 32,000 of our factory workers, asking them
how are they feeling, what's their health, what's their family's

wellbeing, what's their confidence level in returning to work.



And we also preview with them all of the new safety protocols and
processes that we're going to put in place. We share pictures of
the reconfigured factory workplace so they can have confidence

that we're doing everything possible, Mr. President, to keep them

healthy, safe, and productive.

The second principle that we follow is that we've prepared our
plants and facilities for safe and healthy working. So, like
many here, we're engaging in marked-off areas that require social
distancing, the provision of masks and face shields where
appropriate, daily temperature screening, as well as a daily app-
based questionnaire that, before you come into work, asks you,
“How are you feeling today? Do you have any symptoms?” -- so

that we can try and manage and contain the virus.

And we're using best practices not only from your own Centers for
Disease Control, Mr. President, but also from around the world to
try and increase the safety and health of our team members as

they produce.

And then the third principle is we're not date driven, we're data
driven. So our current plan is to open on May 11. It'll be a
slow, gradual opening of our plants around the country. But
we're flexible. Every plant will be different. We'll have
staggered shifts. We'll do many other things to comply with the
Centers for Disease Control guidelines. And our goal is to

prioritize team member and health.

Mr. President, one final point: We all know that our team members
live in communities. 1It's not just the workforce that they're
in; they're in communities. So what Toyota has done is it's
tried to support the communities in which our team members live,
including manufacturing half a million face shields just since

the start of this crisis --

THE PRESIDENT: Right.



MR. REYNOLDS: -- to distribute to healthcare centers, nursing
homes, first responders around the country, so that our team

members can feel that we're also part of the community.

And we've also put together -- just released yesterday -- a
community service announcement aimed at those communities of
color that have been particularly impacted by the lethal nature
of this virus. This announcement includes celebrities
encouraging everyone to engage in safe practices promoted by the

Centers for Disease Control.

So we think it's a holistic process. We think it's also a
process that requires commitment. And thank you for the
commitment that your administration has demonstrated. We're

going to get through this as a family, Mr. President. Thank vyou.

THE PRESIDENT: So, Chris, what's Toyota doing in Japan? Are

they open? Are they semi-open? What's happening in Japan?

MR. REYNOLDS: Mr. President, in Japan, the situation wvaries
prefecture by prefecture. It depends on the plant. Some
facilities are operating, some are not. And that's really a
function of both the situation on the ground in a given
prefecture, like our state, or it's a function of demand. So it

varies, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Great job. You're going to have a great Olympics
next year too, by the way.

MR. REYNOLDS: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: A really great Olympics. Thank you very much.

Matt Maddox, please, of Wynn -- Wynn Resorts. Hi, Matt.



MR. MADDOX: Yes. Thank you, Mr. President.

First, I'd like to echo what you're saying about testing and
testing capacity. We have seen a real expansion in testing
capacity in Las Vegas, so much so that our university hospital is
going from a couple hundred tests a day to 10,000 tests a

day. They don't have enough people to test. So I signed a deal
with them to allow all Wynn employees to get tests anytime for
free, and they're going to set up on-site testing. So that's

moving forward.

We also, during this time, decided to pay all 15,000 of our

employees, from housekeepers to head of sales.

THE PRESIDENT: Great.

MR. MADDOX: And we did that because I thought that could help
accelerate the economy. So, as an example, we took our call
center, and we've had our call center team up with the Health
District to become contact tracers. We tripled the amount of
contact tracing ability, on us, for our state to get that

moving.

THE PRESIDENT: Great.

MR. MADDOX: And we published a 23-page plan for the whole world
to see, 10 days ago, that lays out exactly what we think a Strip
opening would look like. We have thermal cameras at our
entrances. We have company-supplied PPE. We have Jjust about
every UV technology that you can think of for disinfectant. So
we're ready. And I'm encouraging our state that we need to begin

a phased approach and get back to business.

THE PRESIDENT: So, Matt, when do you think the Las Vegas Strip

will be open? Do you have any idea-?



MR. MADDOX: So, the plan that I put forward to the state is:

This week, let's start phase one -- golf course, tennis courts,
small restaurants, small retails, nail salons, et cetera -- with
social distancing in place. Judge the benchmarks that we've

prepared. We prepared three benchmarks based on disease growth,
ICU capacity, and testing positivity rate. We're going to have
them out there public every day. If we're inside those
benchmarks in three weeks, then on Memorial Day, I would hope

that we're open.

THE PRESIDENT: And you have a lot of excess testing

capacity. That's great.

MR. MADDOX: We do.

THE PRESIDENT: Others have said that too.

MR. MADDOX: We do.

THE PRESIDENT: Ron DeSantis said it yesterday.

MR. MADDOX: So all 12,000 of our employees in Las Vegas can now
go get a test.

THE PRESIDENT: That’s fantastic. Thank you very much. Great

Jjob.

MR. MADDOX: Sure.

THE PRESIDENT: Say hello to all of my friends.

MR. MADDOX: I will. I will, of course.

THE PRESIDENT: Josh Bolten, please. Josh? Business Roundtable.

MR. BOLTEN: Mr. President.



THE PRESIDENT: And does a great job at the Business
Roundtable. Thank you, Josh.

MR. BOLTEN: Thank you, Mr. President. Thanks for this
opportunity. I'm Josh Bolten. I'm CEO of the Business
Roundtable, an organization of nearly 200 of America's leading
CEOs who collectively emnploy over 15 million people. Every
sector of the economy is represented in our organization, so we

have an opportunity to get a view of the big picture.

And, Mr. President, we don't need to tell you that right now the
big picture is very challenging. We -- we're facing the largest
economic crisis in -- certainly in our -- in our lifetimes, and

all of our members are keenly aware of that.

We think now is the moment that it's critical that the country
start getting back to business as rapidly as possible, not just
for the health of the economy, but for the health and wellbeing
of all of our citizens in our country. Successful reopening will
depend, as the other panelists have said, on a lot of different

elements. And if I may, I'd like to highlight three.

Top of the list is: safety first. Business Roundtable companies
are all uniformly committed above all to protecting the lives and
the wellbeing of their employees and their customers. And that
means following sound public health guidance like the one -- like
the guidance that has issued here from the very capable people on

your team.

At Business Roundtable, all of our members either already have in
place or are formulating careful plans for responsibly
transitioning back to work, like the plans we've -- we've heard
about just now this afternoon. They're devising new measures
around personal protective equipment, cleaning procedures, virus

screening, ongoing social distancing in the workplace -- all of



the things that you know about, and they all seem to be excellent

plans.

Which takes me to my second point, which is: consistent
guidelines. No matter how good every company's transition plan
is, and we've heard a lot of good ones here this afternoon,
public confidence will be undermined, and the speed of the
reopening will be dramatically slowed, if we're all doing
different things. And that's why the Business Roundtable has
called for clear, science-based guidance from the federal and
state governments on appropriate safety measures in multiple
workplace and commercial settings at different stages in the

progression of the disease.

The White House guidelines, Mr. President, that you highlighted
in your first slide -- the ones that came out two weeks ago —--
are an excellent start in identifying a common set of phases for
dealing with reopening. And a number of states are off to a
really good start in identifying recommended safety measures in

each various different settings.

Now we think, since we are now on the cusp of many places being
ready to reopen more fully, we think more specific guidance is

needed.

And so, on Friday, we sent to the Vice President and to all the
governors a set of recommendations on the kinds of consistent
guidance our businesses feel is necessary for the safest and
fastest reopening. And we're grateful for the chance to engage
with the Vice President's team and all of your task force on

those issues.

And T should say, Mr. Vice President, that everybody in your
administration, despite the heavy burdens on them, has been very
receptive to taking advice from the business community, and we're

very grateful for that.



Final point: ample testing and monitoring. The only thing worse
than an unnecessarily slow recovery is a reversed recovery. So
to avoid serious setbacks, as our businesses reopen, we need to
stay vigilant, identifying rapidly, and -- identifying rapidly
and isolating new COVID cases, and carefully tracking the spread

of the disease, as I know your team is working very hard on.

The robust testing and other forms of monitoring are the keys to
the vigilance. And they’1ll also teach us what’s working and

what's not working and allow us to make adjustments.

It’11 take a while for our economy to return to normal, but the
traditional American virtues of vigilance, adaptation, and

innovation, we are confident, will see us through and get to --
get us to the other side of this crisis as safely and rapidly as

possible.

Thank you, Mr. President, for this opportunity.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Josh. That was great.

The numbers -- when you look at the stock market today, the
enthusiasm is great. 1It's up very substantially, as you
know. And I think people are seeing a very big year coming up

next year, and I think they’re seeing a very big fourth quarter.

Larry, would you like to say -- Larry Kudlow -- a few words,

please?

MR. KUDLOW: Just a few words. Thanks to everybody, Mr.
President and Mr. Vice President, and all the business folks, and

my friend, Steve Mnuchin.

This is a tough one. I've been around a while. This is a tough

one. And the contraction is going to go on for a bit, but I like



what I hear around the table. And I agree with the

President. We will see a growing, recovering economy by
summertime and the back end of the year, and it's going to extend
into 2021. That's what I think is going to happen. And I think

the stock market is signaling some of that.

I wanted to buck it over to my dear friend and colleague, Kevin
Hassett. He gave it to me over in the Oval yesterday. I want to
send it over to him today. But I appreciate it, Mr.

President. Thank you, sir.

MR. HASSETT: Thank you, Larry. And, Mr. President and Mr. Vice
President, I think that when I first came back, back in early
March, that it was clear that you had a first objective, with
respect to the economy, of building a bridge to the next shore --

the other shore when we could restart the economy.

And it was really massive fiscal action that made it so that a
day like today could be possible -- whereas, you look around,
there all these businesses that have the wherewithal to start

up. And it's because they've stayed connected to their
employees. The checks that we've mailed to citizens means that
there’s going to be a demand for their products. And so that the
big negative numbers that we're going to be seeing over the next
few months don't necessarily mean what they would’ve meant absent

all those policies.

So I think that we all have a great deal of optimism about how
quickly the economy can come back. And it's precisely because of
what we see in the room today that people are -- have come up
with plans, based on the guidance that your task force, Mr. Vice
President, have given that make it so that they can operate
safely, and they're gradually across the country opening up and
getting back to work. And they're able to do so because of the
lifeline that you, Mr. President, threw them with all the first

three phases of fiscal policy.



Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: And it's great to have you back too. Very
talented guy. At least he made a lot of good predictions. Your
predictions all turned out. Between you and Larry, that's a --

it's a tremendous team. Thank you both very much.

Gene, Secretary of a very important thing called Labor. What's

more important than labor?

SECRETARY SCALIA: Well, it is so important. And, Mr. President,
I was pleased to be able to tell you earlier today that, as of
yesterday, all 50 states in the District of Columbia are now
offering the additional $600 in unemployment insurance that was
part of the CARES Act that you signed last month. This was an
additional benefit on top of what the states were already making
available in unemployment and one important part of your program

to support workers during this difficult time.

As you know, the states have had some challenges with their
computer systems. We've been working with them. This is not
declaring victory in all aspects of delivering those unemployment

benefits, but it is a milestone I wanted to note.

I have been very pleased to hear the discussion among this group
about all the steps that companies are taking to keep their
workers safe. I think we all appreciate that confidence in the
part of workers that they will be safe in the workplace is going
to be an important part of the reopening, as well as confidence
in the part of business about what needs to be done, and that
when those steps are taken, they will have satisfied their

obligations.

We at the Labor Department have been working carefully, in

conjunction with the CDC, to provide guidance for a variety of



different workplaces so that employers and companies know what
needs to be done and employees know as well. And we'll continue

to do that.

We're also receiving complaints from workers who worry about safe
work conditions or that they might have experienced some adverse
action for raising safety concerns, and we'll look into

those. And we’ll -- we have the tools that we need, from an
enforcement perspective, if workers’ rights aren't

respected. But I'm so heartened to hear the steps that

businesses want to take and are taking to support their workers.

Just a last observation, Mr. President: As you and the Vice

President said, Jjust weeks ago we were enjoying such an

extraordinary economy. And there were reasons for that. There
were policies that you put in place -- lower taxes, deregulation
-- that were vital to what we enjoyed before. Right now, we're

in a period of very important government intervention, and we

need that.

But as we look forward at the department, I think it will be
important to remember as well the limits of government and that
the single best thing for workers is a vibrant economy, and that
often comes from allowing free markets and free people to go

about their business. We'll keep that in mind too.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay. Any questions for our panelists, please?

Yeah. Please.

Q This could be a question for any of the business

leaders. But there are polls that show that Americans say -- the

vast majority of Americans say that once they're allowed to go

back to restaurants, hotels, places like that, that they won't



because they don't feel safe. So do you -- are you worried that
until there is a vaccine, people really won't come back to some

of these businesses?

MR. NASSETTA: I mean, of course we worry about it. And we see
some of the same polling, and we're talking to our customers by

the tens of millions, hundreds of millions.

Last year, we served 180 million people, so we have a pretty --
pretty big and extensive customer base. What -- what we're
hearing from our customers is that they're desperate to get back
out and move around and see their country again and see their
friends again. They obviously want to do it in a safe and

healthy way.

And so I think they're looking -- our customers are saying
they're looking for the government, both state and federal
government, to focus on testing so that they understand, vyou
know, what real mortality rates are as work has been done with
the Stanford test and the -- you know, the data in Norway and

other data points that are coming out.

As the administration and states do more and more testing, I
think our customers -- what I'm hearing from our customers is
they're starting to understand while every life is precious, that
the reality of the ultimate mortality rates here is probably
much, much lower than had been estimated. And if they are old
and infirm, that they have great risk and those people should be
protected, but if they're not, they probably are at a very low

risk.

They're then looking for -- which is why we launched, this week,
CleanStay and why we're working with our industry. They want to
know that people are being responsible. Right? They want to
know that we are doing the testing, the social distancing; that

we are using protocols and PPE in protecting our employees so



that they can protect customers; that we're being very thoughtful
and sensible that, when they do come and stay with us or they
enter into a restaurant where we've always had good hygiene, as
you heard earlier -- we are —-- you know, our people are trained
to have good ideas, but we up our game so that when they're with

us, they feel safe.

So I think it's a combination of those things that are happening
of broadly understanding the real risk that they have and then
mitigating that risk even further by the specific actions that we
all take in our places of work with our team members and thus,

ultimately, with our customers.

THE PRESIDENT: And I haven't seen that, because I will tell vyou,
to me, I think there's a tremendous pent-up demand for people. I
see it in Texas where they have lines going into stores. And a
couple of restaurants, I guess, opened, and they’re -- they
literally have -- they have long lines. I think there's a

tremendous pent-up demand.

I've been at the White House now for many months, and I'd like to
get out, as much as I love this. This is the most beautiful

house in the world, in my opinion.

But I think there's just a great demand to get out and, you know,
get our country going again, and that includes going to

restaurants and hotels. And I think you're going to find, Chris,
that you're going to have -- do a lot of business that you're not
even thinking about. I'm seeing it; I feel it. And I've felt a
lot of things over the years, including, “Gee, I think I can win

(4

for President,” you know?

And, frankly, I really feel that next year is going to be a very
good year, economically. We're going to be back in business. So
we'll have to see. I mean, only time will tell, but there's a

lot of good feelings. And a lot of good decisions have been made



by a lot of very talented people. So I'm feeling very much that

it’s going to be very successful.

Q Just one question for you, Mr. President: Do you want the

FDA to issue a emergency use authorization for remdesivir?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's a big -- it's a big thing what
happened just recently, where they came up with something that
has a very substantial percentage. You know, it's a building
block. Tony said it today; I thought it was very well

expressed. He said that's a building block. That means it's a
very substantial chunk of a step. And that's a building block to
the ultimate step. That's a big building block, when you hear, I

guess, 31 percent. So, it was very good.

Yeah, I want them to go as quickly as they can. Stephen Hahn --
Dr. Hahn has been incredible at the FDA. He's getting things
done in record time. There's never been anything like it. And,
yeah, we want it -- we want everything to be safe. But we do --
we would like to see very quick approvals, especially with things

that work.

Thank you.

Q Mr. President, Mr. Bolten and others suggested that they'd
like to see federal guidelines for some of these companies --
explicit federal guidelines for some of these companies and
factories opening back up. So far, you've given a lot of
discretion to companies and states, but is that somewhere where

you'd be willing to step in and do more?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we will step in if we see something

wrong. We have given discretion to the governors. I’'ve become
very well acquainted with the governors. You have some very
talented governors, frankly, and probably some that are a little

bit less talented. That's okay. But it's a very talented group



of people.

And they're working with us. We're helping them. Whether it's

ventilators or swabs that they can’t get, we’re there. And we’ve
taken in billions and billions of dollars’ worth of equipment and
distributed it to the states. And, you know, you -- you've heard
the calls and we have no problems. We're doing really well, and

we're backing them up.

But we want the governors to call those shots. If we see
something that we don't like or that's bad or that's unsafe,

we'll stop it immediately. Okay?

Q What might the new normal look like in two, three years from
now? Say restaurant workers, hotel workers -- might they be
required to wear masks? That sort of thing. What would the new

normal look like?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don’t see that. No, I don’t see that. I

see the new normal being what it was three months ago. I think
we want to go back to where it was. I mean, when I look at a
baseball game, I want to see people right next to each other. I

don't want to see four seats in between every person so that the
stadium becomes 25 percent of its original size. No. I want to
see the NFL with a packed house. I don't want to see NFL with

three seats in between people.

No, I want to -- I want to go back to where it was. That's where

we're going to be.

Look, this thing will pass. And when it passes, that’ll be a
great achievement. And we -- we've done a very good job. It's
far too many people, needlessly, because it could have been
stopped at the point of origin. And somehow we weren't helped by
-— whether it’s World Health Organization or China, whoever, we

weren't -- they didn't do what should have been done. Very sad,



actually, for the whole world. 1It's a very sad thing. This is a
very, very sad event. 1It’s a war against the invisible
enemy. And we're now on the other side, and we’'re -- I think

what I want to see is I want to see where it was.

And T think we have a chance of an incredible year next

year. Now, not i1f somebody is going to come in like our
opponents and raise taxes all over the place. They want to raise
taxes. That's -- that will kill something very fast. We have
something that's very special. We built the greatest economy in
the world, and I want to get that back as soon as possible. I

think we can start getting it back wvery, very quickly.

Look at the stock market today, when it has that kind of -- Kevin
and Larry -- when it has that kind of -- Josh -- when it has that
kind of a bounce today, as much as it went up. But I think it

set some kind -- almost a record over the last week, right? TIt's

almost a record. And this is in the midst of something.

Now, we're not in the midst. They feel we're on the other side
of it, or you wouldn't be seeing numbers like this. But -- so
we’re at 24,000. Maybe even a little above 24,000. And we were

at 29,000. We never broke 30 on the Dow. So that's tremendous.

But what it really does -- you have a lot of very smart

people. That means that they are looking to the future, number
one. And I look at it as jobs. I also look at it as sort of
guidance; 1it's a guidance, in a sense. It's -- the stock
market. Who would think you could have a stock market at 24,000
after we've gone through the worst pandemic since 19172 That's

over 100 years.

You know, this is the worst since 1917. So I think that's a
great indicator. There are a lot of very smart people that
understand that world very well and they have a lot of confidence

in it, and that's some of the companies that were here -- public



companies.

But it means Jjobs. It also means not only guidance; it means
some really -- some people -- and I know some great investors --
people really have a lot of confidence in what's going

forward. And that's what I see, and that's where I want it to

be. Okay?

0 Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, ma’am.

Q -- are you open to making a deal with the Postal Service
that would allow it to borrow from Treasury without raising its

shipping rates, its package rates?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you have to raise the rates on packages
because they’re losing a fortune on packages. They're losing
anywhere from two dollars to three or four dollars a package
every time they deliver. So, it's not fair. And it's not fair

to the people that work at the Postal Service.

You have some of these companies -- the Internet retail. You
look at that, and they drop millions of packages on the post
office. The post office delivers a package, and every time they
deliver a package, they lose from two to five dollars a

package. And what kind of a business is that?

And you could never replicate the post office. The post office
is massive. But they've got places and little sections of our
country that no company could ever go to. That took hundreds of
years to build the post office. And when you look at the size of
it and you compare it to companies, it's much bigger than
companies. I mean, much, much bigger. There's no company that's

the size of that.



No, we want to stabilize the post office, and the way you do that
is these companies are going to have to pay more, not the

people. We're not looking for the people to pay. But the
companies are going to have to pay a percentage of that -- that
loss. You can't do that. The government shouldn't have to do
it. I think the post office could -- wouldn't it be great if it

could, after so many decades, break even?

But we're making a lot of people rich and a lot of companies rich
by subsidizing these companies. On top of that, they don't pay
the same taxes as a retail store. 1It's very unfair to the
retailers. You look at these stores; the retail stores are being

just clobbered. And there are so many disadvantages.

But, no, when we deliver a package at the post office, every
package it delivers, they lose a lot of money. And that's not

fair. Those companies should pay for it.

Steve?

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: The President, over a year ago, asked us to
chair a Postal Task Force to look at restructuring. A year ago,
we didn't have any Board of Governors. We now have a Board of
Governors that’s overseeing it. They're conducting a search. We
look forward to hearing the results of the new postmaster. And
we think this is a business, and the people at the post office

will have a terrific opportunity.

THE PRESIDENT: And we're protecting our post office, by the way,
and we always will. But we want our post office to be
successful. We don't want it to be a laughingstock and a
stupidly run organization, the way it's been for so many decades
now. It's ridiculous. And then we make other people rich. We
make other people rich because we're willing to deliver packages

at a fraction of the cost, so other people gain by it.



And, by the way, and you're hurting a lot of other people because
you're hurting retailers. You look at stores where the stores
are -- they have to pay rent and taxes and all sorts of things
that these companies don't have to pay. So, it's not a fair

situation.

We want to take care of our taxpayers and we want to take care of
-- very, very importantly -- the people that work at the post

office.

Yes, please.

Q Mr. President, if there is another round of aid for the
states and communities, are you going to try to restrict that aid

from going to sanctuary cities and states?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think you should have sanctuary cities if
they get that kind of aid. You know, if you're going to get aid
to the cities and states for the kind of numbers you're talking
about -- billions of dollars -- I don't think you should have

sanctuary cities.

And, by the way, the people that have sanctuary cities, they
don't like it. I think politicians like it a lot more. I -- I
go to California. I go to lots of different places. And I have
people with a very liberal bent saying they don't like sanctuary

cities. They don't want criminals to be in sanctuary. They want
-- they want -- they want security. They want safety.
Q But are you going to --

THE PRESIDENT: And, you know, they want borders too. They don't
want people pouring across into our country. And, you know, I
was there a long time ago. The wall is -- is up to 175 miles
built down. And it's -- the numbers are incredibly good because

all of that 175 miles, nobody comes through. Nobody even comes



close to coming through. Unless you have a climber of Mount

Everest, but even they don't. It's not even easy for them,
Josh. So it's -- it's been good.
But we let -- very important for you -- we want our farmers to be

able to get their help. And we work it so it's actually easier
for them to get in. You know, they've been taking some people
that they've had for years and years. They’d come with the crops
and everything else and -- that really have been great for the
farmers. And we want that to continue and actually continue at
an easier pace. We're working it so it comes in -- so that kind
of help can come in even easier, which I think you have to tell

your people.

Q Could I just follow up and ask --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, please.

Q Explicitly, will you seek to prevent the next round of aid

from going to sanctuary states and cities?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, number one, we shouldn't have to pay
anything anyway because all they do is make it very hard for law

enforcement. So that’s number one.

But I think, in the bigger picture, I don’t see helping cities
and states 1f they're going to be sanctuary. Because all
sanctuary means to me is it's protecting a lot of criminals and -
- and others -- many people. But they are -- there are
criminals. And, you know, you write about it all the time. I
see stories every day where somebody is being totally

protected. ICE can't get to them. Law enforcement can't get to
them. You look at law enforcement; law enforcement hates

sanctuary cities.

We want a safe country. We don't want people that are criminals



-- and criminals from other countries, in many cases -- protected
and you can't get to them. And then we’re supposed to make
massive payments to those states to bail out what they've done

wrong over a 25-year period.

So, we'll see. That'll be a subject that will be discussed,
certainly. Sanctuary cities. I think maybe it was brought up
yesterday, and I made the statement and people were surprised to

hear it, but they shouldn't be surprised.

Okay? Thank you.

Q Mr. President, when would you like the country to fully be

reopened to the way it was before, as you mentioned?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we talked about it. And, very strongly,
Josh mentioned safety. Have to have safety. But at the same
time, people want this country open. The people here want it
open. And there is a danger to too much being confined to a
house or an apartment or wherever you live. You can't -- and
this -- we got to start moving along. And with all of the
testing we're doing, with all of the things we're doing, you can

do this now.

And governors are actually -- a lot of pressure is being put on
governors right now by the people in their states. They want to
get it open. And that's what you want. That's what we all
want. And with all of the procedures and safety --

We've learned a lot about this hidden enemy. We've learned a
lot. And there'll be pockets of fire, and we'll put them out.
We'll put them out very, very quickly. But, you know, during
this period of time, I think we've really learned a tremendous
amount about how to handle it. Nothing easy, but we want

safety.



So we want safety and we want economic -- where people can go and
make a great living and go back to living the way -- I mean, you
had people -- we had wonderful people in yesterday, where their
business was going to be lost, other than what we did, Steve,
with the great programs that we set up. Their businesses were

gone.

One man, he was a chef with five children, and his mother lived
with him and his wife. And he got -- he lost his job for the
first time in his life. Some of you were there. And -- and you
had others that were equally. So it was pretty -- pretty
amazing. I thought it was a pretty amazing display of what we've
done to help a lot of people. And you have millions of people
like that. Millions that have been helped, where they wouldn't
have a job right now and where the business -- the small business

-—- would have closed.

Now these are big businesses, but the small businesses would have
closed. And I think it's great when -- when Wynn, which is a
terrific group of people -- but when Matt says that, you know,
we're supporting all of the people. I know what that is. That's
a big -- you have all of your -- practically a full staff and you
have no income. That's a big thing. That's a great thing. And

I hope you're rewarded for that.

MR. MADDOX: Thank you. Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDENT: No, it's a tremendous thing.

Q Is there a target date?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, yeah. His target date is as soon as

possible. Some states are already open. I mean, they're opening

up rapidly. We have a number of them opening up on Monday. We

have a number of them opening up sooner than that, as you know,

and -- or at least partially opening. Some of them even very --



even with a very strong bent toward opening, they're opening up
where they'll open a certain amount here -- restaurants at 25
percent, then going to 50 percent. Then, ultimately, we want to

be back to where the -- where we're 100 percent.

We don’t want -- we -- I had one restaurant owner come up to me
and say, "Sir, you know, I'm going to be opening up, but if T
distance too much, I have 50 percent of the restaurant I

had.”™ And I said, "And you'll also have a worse atmosphere." We
want to be back where we can have -- we want it to be the way it
was, because the way it was is the right way. We can't have
somebody with a half a restaurant. You understand. He got 175

seats; now he's got half. That's not going to pay the rent or

whatever.
Same thing with an owner. I was on the phone with the
commissioners and some of the owners of sports -- of big-time

sports. And he was talking almost like he was going to have two
or three seats in between everybody that was there. And I said,
“You know, you're not going to have to do that for that

long. You know it's -- you're going to be back.” And he said,

"Really? I -- oh, really?" He was like --

I don't want people to get used to this because this virus is
going to be gone. And when it's gone, you want to get back to
normal. You're not going to have a stadium that's 30 percent the
size of what it was three months ago. If I watch Alabama play
LSU, I don't want to see 20,000 people instead of 120,000

people. We want it to be the way it was.

Now, we going to wait until it's gone. And it will be gone. And
we've done a lot to get rid of it. But we -- we want to open our

country. The people want this country open.

Q So this 100 percent scenario that you're laying out, if it's

going back to the way it was --



THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q —-— 1is that before a vaccine or after the vaccine?

THE PRESIDENT: So, a lot of progress is being made on a

vaccine. But you never know, right? You never know. You know,
with SARS, they didn't come up with a vaccine. And sometimes
they don't, and sometimes they do. I will say this: I don't
think there was the same effort because a lot of people don't
know what SARS is and some people do. But -- but they do come up

with vaccines.

I mean, you look at what's happened, as an example, with Ebola,
with AIDS, with others that have been so incredibly successfully
-—- if not eradicated, certainly it's been incredible what some of
-- you know, with -- with what these people that I'm dealing with
right now -- like Gilead today -- with, you know, what they came

up with, as an example. That's far ahead of schedule.

So we're looking for vaccines. We're looking for therapeutics
also. I mean, I think therapeutics, right now -- I'd rather --
if you gave me both, I'd rather have the therap- -- because that,
you know, makes people better right now. Whether it's helping
them along or makes them better almost instantly, we have to

see. But there's tremendous work on therapeutics going on, and I
think we're having some good results. One of them was -- was

Gilead today.

Q So 100 percent -- the full restaurants, the stadiums --

theoretically, could come before the vaccine?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think -- yeah. I -- no, I think we're --
no, I'm not relying on that. I hope that's going to
happen. Johnson & Johnson, Oxford -- you know, you hear a lot of

very good stories. I'm hearing them really firsthand. Good



stories. Very promising. But they have to test it. You know,
maybe it's not safe. Maybe it eradicates it, but it's not
safe. And, you know, they have to do testing with

vaccines. Whereas the therapeutics, it's -- it goes a lot

quicker, in terms of the process.

No, if you don't have a vaccine, if the virus is gone, we're like
we were before. But having a vaccine would be a great
thing. And I think we're going to get there in this case, just

based on what I know, but we'll see what happens.

Look, the Gilead research has been -- I mean, that's gone so
fast. That's gone at a level of speed that nobody has ever seen
before. And that's a stepping stone. So, I think they're doing

very well.

But, no, I want to get -- I want to get back with or
without. But I want -- you know, obviously, we have to wait
until it's gone. It will be gone. And we want to be back to

where we were.

Yes.
Q Without a wvaccine, sir, why do you think the virus will just
be gone?

THE PRESIDENT: 1TIt's going to go. It's going to leave. 1It's
going to be gone. It's going to be eradicated. And it might
take longer. It might be in smaller sections. It'll be -- it

won't be what we had. And we also learned a lot.

Again, if you have a flare up in a certain area, if you have a —--
I call them “burning embers” -- boom, we put it out. We know how
to put it out now. But we put it out. And now we're

equipped. Now we have more ventilators than anyone thought was

possible. I mean, we're doing a tremendous service for the world



right now. We're giving ventilators.

You know, we have -- we're making hundreds of thousands of

ventilators in, I believe, nine different plants that made other

products. In some cases, cars. In some places, other
things. These companies -- General Motors; and -- and Ford, in
another way; and GE; so many companies; Honeywell -- they've

stepped up. 3M has been terrific. They've stepped up like

nobody has ever seen before, and the job they're doing is great.

And I'11l tell you, I think the job that they're doing on vaccines
and on therapeutics has been great too. We’ll see. I mean,

we'll let you know about that in a little while.

Please. Anybody else?

Q Yeah, Mr. President. 0il is up today, partially on

reports that the Treasury Secretary and others may have --

THE PRESIDENT: What is it up to?

Q It depends which, but it’s about $25. (Laughter.) But on
the suggestion that the Treasury Secretary and others may have
presented you with a plan for government assistance to the oil

companies?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're not going to let our oil companies go
and get in trouble. It's not their fault that they got hit by 50
percent less volume in one day. You know, one -- one instant,
all of a sudden, these very great companies that are employing

all these people.

So I'm talking to Steve and, you know, we’re -- we just saved the
airlines. The airlines were having the best year they've ever
had. And then all of a sudden, they're like out of business? We

can't let that happen. So we saved the airlines. That's



done. We're saving other companies and industries.

And T would say -- Steve, maybe you can talk to it -- but I think
the 0il industry is one of the top on the list.

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: So, we're looking at a lot of different
strategies. We have a dedicated team, combined of people at
Treasury and people the Department of Energy. As I've said
before, this is not going to be a bailout of shareholders, but

this is going to be supporting the national security issue.

I would just comment: The Secretary of Energy has done an
extraordinary job of taking in oil in the Strategic Reserve and
being paid for the storage capacity in oil. We're also exploring
potentially having the ability to store another several hundred

million barrels.

So we're looking at lots of different options. We're in touch
with lots of people around the world. And the President is
determined that we protect the national security interest and the

jobs.

Q Do you expect an announcement this week about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we had a very interesting thing, because we
had a lot of capacity -- meaning you can fill it up in the
National Strategic Reserves. And, you know, 1t wasn’t full. And

we made a great deal.

If you would have told us that we could have had that filled up
or it's on the way to being filled up at the kind of pricing that
we're talking about, I would have said you have to be

kidding. We're talking about 19 -- I'm not sure Chris is going
to be happy about this, because it doesn't pertain to the hotel
business -- don't get scared. But, you know, we're talking about

like 1952 pricing. It's -- it's unbelievable. It's -- prices



that are so low.
And, in some cases, we're storing oil and getting paid for
storage because we have a tremendous capacity for it. So, what's

happened with the Strategic Reserves is incredible.

Q And the additional aid might be announced this week? Or do

you have the timeline for that?

THE PRESIDENT: Say it-?

Q Additional aid might be announced this week or do you have

the timeline for it?

THE PRESIDENT: On -- on that?

Q For o0il -- for o0il companies.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it’s -- you mean a plan to help them out?
Q Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: I would say shortly. I mean, right now, we’re
dealing with some of the big ones, but we’re -- the big ones are
very strong. They've been very strong over the years. I think

that they're not going to have the problem.

But we have a lot of great people and a lot of great jobs in
Texas and Oklahoma and North Dakota and other states that are
great. 1It's energy. It's not -- I don’t even call it oil; I
call it energy. This is -- this is the backbone of -- of the
world, really.

You know, you can talk all of the green -- I'm all for
green. But the green can’t power these massive factories that

are being built in this country. It just can't. The windmills



aren't going to be able to do it, and solar is not going to be
able to do it. And I love solar, but it's not going to be able
to do it.

And, vyou know, we're getting it for the right price, but we're
not going to let our -- we're energy independent. We're not
going to let our energy industry down. We're not going to let
them -- and it's not our fault. It's not their fault. But we're
not going to let anything happen to them. So we're working on

that very hard.

I think protecting energy and energy independence -- to me,
that's a very big part of what happened. You know, we —-- energy
has really helped me turn this country into the economic power

that 1it's been, and we're not going to let that go.

And, sure, it's going to have a couple of bad years. We have a
tremendous oversupply. The reason we have the oversupply though
-— number one, it was a very efficient business. And -- but the
reason we have it is because the demand got cut in half one day
by this -- by this plague. One day, all of a sudden -- take a
look at the roads, it goes from packed highways, everybody
traveling, going all over, to no cars on the road. I mean, that
was 25, 30 percent right there. But then there's other things --

factories that aren't working right now because of this.

We did a great thing last night, using the powers that we have to
make sure that the processes and -- and all of the delivery of
our food chain, that it was protected and safe. And those people
-- we were on the phone with, all of them, this morning -- pretty
much all of them, as you probably know. They were cheering --

literally cheering over the phone.

We did some good moves. Not moves -- not money moves, so much as
-- as commonsense moves. Because they were being -- you know,

they were being hurt by stupidity. And we have them really back



online.

So I think that we put out -- that's called “burning embers,”
too. We put out a fire. So there'll be plenty of meat and pork
and everything that you want. Yeah.

Q And -- and, Mr. President, you said you were anxious to get
out the White House. Might we see some travel in the next week

or so°?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. I think I'm going to Arizona next
week. And we look forward to that. And I'm going to, I hope,
Ohio very soon. And we're going to start to move around. And
hopefully, in the not-too-distant future, we'll have some massive
rallies and people will be sitting next to each other. I can't
imagine a rally where you have every fourth seat full. Every --
every six seats are empty for every one that you have full. That

wouldn't look too good.

No, I -- look, I hope that we're going to be able to do some
good, old-fashioned, 25,000-person rallies, where everyone 1is

going wild because they love our country. Okay?

Q When you do expect that to happen?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm going to Arizona and that's a little
bit different. That's having to do with industry, because it's
too soon for -- you know, for the big -- for the big -- everybody
get together and stand next to each other crowds. But that'll be

next week. I don't know, it -- it’1ll depend.
It also depends on states. You know, you have different
states. Some states are really in great shape now, and some

states will be in great shape.

But a lot of progress has been made. A lot of progress has been



made. It's pretty incredible. Even -- if you look in New York,
I spoke with Governor Cuomo at length today and, you know, they
were on that other side of the curve. A lot less. It's been hit
very hard. You know, it’s -- it’s New York and you probably
would expect that, but they’re on the other side of that

curve. The -- the bed usage and the people coming to hospitals

is way down -- much lower than it was.

So a lot of very positive signs are happening. Okay?

Q So you expect to be able to hold rallies before the
election? Do you think that --

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. I hope so. Look, we have a
tremendous pent-up demand. They love what we're doing. They
don't want to have taxes raised. They don't want to have stupid
things happening. They like the trade deals. We've made great
trade deals -- I mean, the greatest trade deals ever made in this

country. And that's what they want.

And we have a lot of them that were lined up and ready to be
done. Right, Kevin? We have deals that were lined up with
countries ready to be done that were so good for our country, so
good for our workers. And then this scourge came along and --
you know, that's the last thing people are thinking about right

now. It's -- you know, we put them on hold for a little while.

But -- but, no, I hope to have -- I hope to see football games
and baseball games and basketball. Now, ba- -- for basketball,
you're going to have to have a little bit of time. I don't know
what they're going to do. Maybe they'll be able to play sort of

toward the finals or the playoffs or whatever they're doing.

I saw baseball is doing something very unusual. I don't know --
I don't know 1if I agree with it. 1I'd like to see the Yankees

play at Yankee Stadium. I see they have some ideas for baseball



that are very different. I guess I'm a traditionalist. But I
think they'd be able to play at Yankee Stadium with obviously
smaller crowds, and then the crowds would start to build as

things get to be a little bit better.

But, no, I -- I think you're going to see some -- some big things
happening. And, again, this is going away. This is going

away. You know, I think we're going to come up with vaccines and
all, but this is going away. And when it's gone, we're going to

be doing a lot of things.

And again, you have to look. Other areas -- there are areas --
you know, we all look at New York and we see New York and New
Jersey and some of these very high-density places where they're
doing a very good job. It's Jjust -- you know, 1t's not

easy. But you have areas that are really at a very low point and
-- and really heading -- I would say, heading south quickly, and
that's what we want. So we'll see how it all works out. I think

it's working very good.

How about one more. Anybody else?

Q Just on that point of this going away: Not to belabor the
point, but isn't it going away because people are staying in
their homes and people are not traveling, and once they come back

out --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, maybe. Maybe.

Q -— there's no evidence that it would go away.

THE PRESIDENT: And maybe that’s it. And I -- I cannot tell you
how dedicated the people of this country have been, in terms of
that. Yeah. You know one thing: If you stay in your home,
you're not catching it. If you stay in your place and you don't

go out -- you know, which is what people were doing. But they



want to go out now. They want to get back. And they want to do
what they have to do.

And some of the facts are coming out, and we did all the right
moves. I'11 tell you, we did -- we wouldn’t do -- we were
talking to Mike before. If we didn't do what we did, you
would’ve had a million people die, maybe more. Maybe 2 million
people die. And if you think that we’d be at 65 or 70 or 60 or
whatever the final number will be -- one is too many. I always
say it: One is far too many. This should’ve never been allowed
to happen. It should’ve been stopped a long time ago, before it

ever got here or to other countries.

But if you really think about it, you could’ve had -- I take a
look at Elmhurst Hospital. I take a look at some of these places
that I know, growing up in Queens, and I know them. FElmhurst
Hospital. I know these places very well, like the back of my
hand. And you see body bags lying all over the hallways and
outside and going into refrigerated trucks. Multiply that number
by 10 or 20 if we didn't do what we did. It wouldn't be
acceptable. It wouldn't be sustainable. Nobody would’ve

accepted that. It would’ve been a terrible thing.

We -- we've just -- we've done it right. I -- I can't -- I can't
believe how incredible the American people have been, because
they went out and they really did this, Chris. You know, when
you think they went out and -- and they did what they had to do.

You know, there’re -- every once in a while, a country like
Sweden will be thrown out or Brazil. Now, Brazil is having a
hard time because they -- you know, they’re have a hard

time. But Sweden -- the people in Sweden, they’re not running
around and shaking hands and hugging and kissing each other. You
know, they're -- the bars are closed and the -- the people are

staying in the house.



The Prime Minister doesn't have to -- doesn't have to say in
Sweden, “Stay in your house.” The people stay there
automatically. And, you know, they're using that as an example,

but they've been hit hard. They've been hit hard. But again,

their prac- -- you call it automatic. I mean, it's automatic
distancing. It's automatic protection. But places were closed,
the bars were closed. You can’t stand at the bars. You can't do

certain things.

You know -- now, what we did was -- what we did is a great
tribute to this country. But if we lost -- so if we lose 65,000
people -- it's so crazy to say it. It's just so horrible. But

if we lose 65,000 people, and instead of that going the other
route, we would have lost a million or a million and a half or 2
million. It's possible. 1It's possible that you lost more. But
could you imagine? Look how horrible it is to lose 65 and then
multiply that times many, many times. That would not be

sustainable.

So, I think with all of that, I want to just thank
everybody. And I want to thank -- these business folks are --
are just tremendously talented people. People have no idea how

talented they are, the job they do.

And we're getting our way back. And we're getting our way back,
I think, much faster than people think, and I think it's going to
be a much more -- a much more successful launch than anybody
would have thought. I really think next year is going to be a
tremendous year. And I think the fourth quarter is going to be -
- Larry, I think the fourth quarter is going to be fantastic. I

can feel it.

MR. KUDLOW: Thank you. I feel great. Thank you, Mr.

President. I can feel it wvery much.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Yeah. I can feel the demand. It's —-



it’s going to be really fantastic.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank you.

END 5:30 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you very much. We’re with the Governor of
Florida, Ron DeSantis, who’s done a spectacular job in Florida. He enjoys
very high popularity, and that’s for a reason. The reason is he’s doing a

good job.

And he came up. We talked about many things, including he’s going to be
opening up large portions and, ultimately, pretty quickly, because he’s
got great numbers -- all of Florida. And I thought Ron would maybe --

we’ re together, we’re in the White House. This was a -- sort of, a little
bit of an unplanned meeting, and then we said, “Well, let’s bring in the

press. Let’s talk to them if you’d like.” And we had some boards made
up.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Yeah.



THE PRESIDENT: And Ron has a few things to say. So, Ron DeSantis,

please.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, thank you, Mr. President. I think what we’re
going to talk about is, kind of, our plan for nursing homes, our most
vulnerable, what we did from the beginning, and then some of the
innovations in testing. And that was really, kind of, state conceived and

executed, but with great federal support. And it’s made a difference.

Our nursing home population -- obviously very vulnerable in the state of
Florida -- so we knew by the time this all started, that that was the most
vulnerable part in Florida. So we immediately suspended visitation. We
had all staff required to be screened for temperature. They had to be
asked a series of questions about contacts they may have had. And then we

did require the wearing of PPE, such as masks.

But we also wanted to be offensive about it, so we deployed over 120 of
these ambulatory assessment teams to long-term care facilities. That was
over 3,800 facilities. And we were working on a needs assessment, trying
to figure out where they were deficient so we could try to get ahead of

this.

And then we also deployed rapid emergency support teams; we call them “RES
teams.” These are to facilities where you’re training people on
infectious controls and helping to augment their clinical mission. So
that’s the Florida Department of Health going out, the Florida Agency for
Health Care Administration going out and doing it.

So what happened was: There were times when some of the facilities didn’t
follow the regulations, they’d let a sick worker go in, and you would see
an outbreak. Most of them did a great job. But what we started to see is
there were people that would follow all of this, but you could have a
staff member that was just simply asymptomatic and then it would spread
amongst the staff. And when you’re working with nursing care patients,

you have to be in contact with them. That’s just the reality.



So we said, “All right, how do we get ahead and try to identify outbreaks
amongst asymptomatic and try to limit it so it doesn’t affect more of the
residents?” So we created -- and then you -- your support of allowing the

National Guard with the funding --

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, we have 50 mobile teams -- we call them “strike
teams” -- that they go prospectively into different nursing facilities and
they will test. Sometimes they’ll test everyone; sometimes they’ll test a
sample Jjust to see i1if there’s any prevalence of the virus. So they’ve
already done over 6,000 of those tests. And I think that it’s been able

to limit some outbreaks.

And then, because we’re saying you got to wear PPE, because we’re making
these directives, we had to step up to the plate, and obviously, federal
support on some of the materials. But we have put out, just to our
nursing facilities, almost 7 million masks to the nursing facilities in
Florida; almost a million gloves; half a million face shields; 160,000

gowns. And so that is a huge thing. That helps reduce the transmission.

THE PRESIDENT: Give me that, Ron. Let me have that. I’711 hold it.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Yeah. And then the result has been --

THE PRESIDENT: I’11 be an easel. (Laughs.)

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: -- you know, if you look at the fatalities per 100,000,

for Florida, we’ve been able to keep the rate low. We still have

cases. We’re still going to have cases. But this is going to continue to
be an issue that we’re going to have to be attuned to. We’re constantly
looking for ways of how we can innovate. But, you know, our fatality per

100,000, fortunately, I think is much lower than most people would have
predicted just a couple months ago. So thank you for your support on

that.



And then I think the other area that we’ve really worked well with the
White House and the administration on is with testing. This was a big
deal when we were first starting. I’ve showed the President -- most
states were able to do the drive-through testing. We had one of the most
successful sites with the Florida National Guard down in Broward County,
which is one of our initial hotspots. And they’re putting through 750 a
day for quite a while. The demand is now lower, but they were able to do

the traditional drive-through testing.

But we also have done other things. So we wanted to learn more about
COVID-19 very early on, and so the state partnered with the University of
Florida to do both clinical testing and research testing in The Villages
retirement community. We got 125,000 seniors in Central Florida. And so,
as you know, they all do their golf carts, so it’s not actually car drive-

through testing, it’s golf cart drive-up testing. But they loved it.

And we did 1,200 asymptomatic seniors in The Villages to try to see the
prevalence of the virus amongst people not showing symptoms. The result
of that was pretty astounding: Zero tested positive out of 1,200

asymptomatic seniors.

So, partnering with our academic institutions -- I know Dr. Birx talks
about using all the resources you have. We’re doing that in Florida, and

I think that that’s been very successful.

One of the things we also noticed, though, is not everyone has access to a
drive-through test site. Maybe you don’t own a car. Maybe it’s just too
far away. So we worked with different groups, like the Urban League in

Broward County, to go into communities that may be underserved and do this

walk-up testing concept. So you actually have people who are in the
neighbor- -- they can just walk up, get tested. We have everything set
out.

And so we’ve done though in Southern Florida, Central Florida. We did one
at a housing project in Jacksonville. And so we’re going to continue with

this concept. This is a way, as you go get back to business, you can put



this almost anywhere. You can put it in a business district and then have

people have access to this. So we think that that’s very important.

And then, of course, our National Guard strike teams at the long-term care
facilities have just been very, very important. So the support of the
Guard -- the support of all the supplies, whenever we needed them to get

down, it’s really made a difference.

Going forward, we’ve already done contracts. Dr. Birx laid out how
there’s all this lab capacity. So we already have contracts to double our
capacity in 24-, 48-hour-type timeframe. And then we’re going to turn our
state labs into high-throughput labs as well. So that’s going to take a

month or so, but we’re really looking forward to that.

I will say this, though: We have seven drive-through sites around the
state of Florida that we operate. Our ability to test exceeds the current
demand. And we don’t have restrictive criteria. It started off more
restrictive. If you have coronavirus symptoms, test. If you’'re a
healthcare worker, first responder, come test. If you have no symptoms at

all but just think you may have been exposed, come and test.

And so we have seen more of those latter start to come, but the overall

numbers of people who are seeking testing is not currently beyond our

capacity. So we’re going to have a lot more capacity going forward, but

we still, right now, are able to meet the current demand.

THE PRESIDENT: So you actually have more testing than you have demand.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Right now. Yep.

THE PRESIDENT: 1It’s a fantastic thing.

Any questions for Ron?

Q So your safer-at-home order expires on Thursday?



GOVERNOR DESANTIS: So, my —-- you know, I did an essential business order,
so we kept a lot of things going safely. 2And I think there’s -- I know
the people conflate all these around the country, but, you know, I kept

construction going. I accelerated road projects in Florida, because we --
the traffic was down. So we’re going I-4 in Orlando. We’re doing bridges
in Tampa. So we had a lot of things going.

So that’s through April 30th. I worked with the White House on, kind of,
going to phase one. I'm going to make an announcement tomorrow. But I
think, for Florida, going from where we are now to phase one is not a very
big leap. I think that, you know, it will be able to be a small step for
us. But we’re going to approach it in a very measured, thoughtful, and
data-driven way, and I think that that’s -- that’s what most of the folks
throughout the state are looking for.

Q So you won’t be doing what they did in Georgia-?
THE PRESIDENT: Ron saw the -- hey, Jon, Ron saw the empty roads. And he
was telling me before -- it was fascinating. He saw the empty roads all

over Florida from doing this, where they’re staying at home. And he said,
“This is a great time to build roads. This is a great time to fix
bridges.” They were fixing bridges down there where normally there’d be a
traffic nightmare. And they’re fixing bridges and there’s hardly any

traffic. Very smart.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Yeah. So they -- we’ve been able to accelerate key
projects by as much as two months. And so, when -- as people get back
into the swing of things -- and this is going to be a gradual process --
you’ re going to end up having reduced congestion, probably more than we’ve
ever done in such a short period of time. So I think it was taking

advantage of an opportunity.

Q So do more tests than demand, is that the norm in this country, do

you think?

THE PRESIDENT: It’s true in other places. 1It’s definitely true with



Ron. It seems to be true where the governors have done the proper job
using us and utilizing the services that we provide. But it is also true

in certain other locations.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: One thing I would say, just so people don’t get the
misimpression: You know, we have seven sites in major areas in our

state. We have more capacity than we get.

These walk-up sites, though, have gone into areas that were

underserved. You do have demand there. And so, I think what -- so we
definitely have enough supplies and everything, but I think the key is
going to be finding pockets that maybe we’re not testing as much. I mean,
obviously, we’ve got testing everywhere in Miami because they have the

most cases. We have testing in other parts.

So I think this walk-up site is going to give us some confidence that
we’re going into places that may have been overlooked and giving people

easy access.
I also just recently got rid -- or suspended any regulations that would
prevent licensed pharmacists from administering tests. So CVS and
Walmart, vyou’re hopefully -- and I think they’re interested in doing this
-—- or Walgreens -- you could actually maybe go in there and the licensed
pharmacist will be able to test you.

THE PRESIDENT: Pharmacies.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: That’s going to be very convenient for an awful lot of

people.

Q Mr. President, overall, South Korea has done five times more tests

than the U.S. per capita. Why is that?

THE PRESIDENT: I don’t think that’s true.

Q That is true. You said this morning that --



THE PRESIDENT: I don't -- I don’t think it’s true.

Q The White House said the U.S. passes South Korea on virus testing.

THE PRESIDENT: I don’t think it’s true. Who are you with?

Q Yahoo News. And it’s not true per capita.

THE PRESIDENT: Do you want to respond to that? Do you -- if you have the
numbers.

DR. BIRX: (Inaudible) sure I have the numbers. So, remember, early

on, we pushed tests to the outbreak areas, just like he described. His

primary outbreak was in Miami-Dade and Broward County and Palm Beach, so
they pushed tests into that region. We did the same thing in the United
States.

So if you look at every single state that had an outbreak, their testing
is greater than anywhere in the world. They’re in the 4 per -- you know,

42 per thousand range, rather than --

Q Your point is taken about individual areas. But overall, we’ve had
14 times more infections than South Korea. So are we doing something

wrong? And why is that? They have a very dense population.

DR. BIRX: Yeah, our epidemic looks much more like the European

epidemic. So, right now, we’re tracking very close to the countries in
FEurope, and we’re testing at their rate of their concentrated epidemics
and where they’re occurring in the metros. I think it really shows the
susceptibility of our major cities in the same way they were susceptible

in Europe.

And so we’ve been very focused on that. That’s not to say that we’re not

supporting rural states.



Q But South Korea also has dense major cities, though. They do.

DR. BIRX: We’re very much supporting the rural states and very much
supporting their testing. There’s no -- there’s no state right now in the
United States that’s tested really less than 1 percent, which is pretty

remarkable when they don’t really have significant cases.

But we’ve been really working with states to do sentinel surveillance and
also to reach out to our Native American populations, as well as our inner

city.

So I think now that we’ve expanded testing dramatically and CDC has
altered the criteria for testing, I think you’ll see, as governors have
unlocked more and more potential in their laboratories, we know that we
have more laboratory capacity. And you hear the governors talk about we
have capacity and now we have to match things, you know, the resources
that you need -- the swabs and the extraction media -- with the
capacity. And I think governors are well aware of how to expand testing

now.

And so we’re in that partnership. That’s what was announced

yesterday. We want testing linked to critical contact tracing, but we
also want testing as he described. The Governor described a really
important insight. He went where the virus could cause the most damage to
human beings, and so he went into the nursing homes to really proactively

test. And that’s really in our --

THE PRESIDENT: And that’s true also throughout the country.

DR. BIRX: Yes. And that’s true in our -- that’s why it’s in the
blueprint. And I think some of the press didn’t hear how much we were
emphasizing the asymptomatic testing. We believe that’s a critical part

of this.

So you can’t approach this like you just traditionally approached flu, and

you have to be more innovative. And we’ve been in, really, a strong



partnership with the governors. And I think that’s why the blueprint was
so 1mportant, because it talked about symptomatic testing and asymptomatic

testing to protect the most vulnerable individuals.

And you can see what it did with the nursing home fatality rates. I mean,

it’s remarkable.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, especially with the asymptomatic -- in a nursing
home situation, if that starts getting out, man, that is a perfect
environment for this virus to just start spreading. I mean, it can spread
like wildfire very quickly.

Q But, Governor, you didn’t shut your state until April 1st.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: So that’s why -- that’s why you’re trying to do all
this stuff. So --

Q Why did you wait? And are you worried people died because of that?

Q Governor DeSantis, it sounds like that you are planning to announce

tomorrow that you’re likely to go to the President’s phase one

(inaudible) .

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: So, we're going to make an announcement tomorrow. You
know, I created a task force, and I have all kinds of folks. We have all
-- some of the great health systems. We have great docs. We’ve got
business folks. 1I’ve got elected officials. They’ve submitted a report
to me. I'm going to be reviewing that.

Today, obviously we’ve been thinking about what we’re going to need to
do. And so we’ll announce 1t tomorrow, about the next step forward for

Florida. But I’1l1 just wait to announce it then.

Q Governor, you still have flights coming from Latin America to
Miami. And we see an increase of cases in Latin America and South

America. Aren’t you worried to see those planes (inaudible)?



GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Oh, I’ve been worried about that the whole time. I
mean, I think that Brazil and some of those places, which have a lot of
interaction with Miami, you’re going to probably see the epidemic increase
there as their season changes. And so we could potentially have -- we
could be way on the other side doing well in Florida, and then you could

just have people kind of come in.

So one of the things I’'ve mentioned to the President is -- you know, you
have this Abbott Labs test. If you have some of these international
flights, maybe some of these airliners should -- it should be on them to

check before they’re getting on and coming to this country so that we’re

able to keep it.

I mean, you’ve seen what happened with the China flight

restrictions. That kept a lot of people from seeding the West Coast
more. And so 1if we’re in a situation you could potentially have from
hotspots coming in, I think we -- we’re technologically more advanced

where there should be something like that.

So I've been advocating for that. I’ve talked with some other governors

about it. But for Florida, clearly, that’s going to be an issue.

If you look at --

THE PRESIDENT: And that’ll be cutting off Brazil? I mean, are you going

to (inaudible) Brazil?

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, not necessarily cut them off, but it’s just --
if you’'re going to fly to Miami, then the airlines should give you the
Abbott test and then put you on the plane. But --

THE PRESIDENT: Would you ever want to ban certain countries?

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: If they’re -- if they were seeding the United States,
I think you should ban them.



THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. You’ll let us know.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: For sure.

THE PRESIDENT: You’ll be watching and you’ll let us know.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: But I would say, in the United States -- or in
Florida, excuse me -- 1in spite of all the international travel -- I mean,
we have so many people that go to Orlando, Miami, and all that. If you
look at our outbreak, not a lot of it is tied to that. It’s mostly tied
to New York City travel into the three Southern Florida, because the
Orlando situation is worlds different than Palm Beach and Broward and
Miami-Dade, but yet they have as much international travel as

anybody. And yet, as of this morning, I think Orlando had 50 people
hospitalized in that whole area for COVID-19. I mean, people were
predicting there were going to be hundreds of thousands hospitalized in

Florida by this time. So -- so they’ve had a really modest outbreak.

Southeast Florida -- I mean, still, by some of these other standards, not
as bad as other parts of the country. But that was really more of a

domestic seeding, I think, than international.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we’re going to be in touch on that. Go ahead,

please.

Q So, why not then require that people take tests before they take
international flights? And why not even require that people wear masks on

planes?

THE PRESIDENT: So we’re looking at that, and we’re probably going to be
doing that. Brazil has pretty much of an outbreak, as you know. They
also went a different way than other countries in South America. If you
look at the chart, you’ll see what happened, unfortunately, to Brazil. So
we’re looking at it very closely, and we’re in coordination with other

governors also, but in particular with Ron. We’ll make that decision



pretty soon.

Q So what about all flights -- all international flights?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we’re looking at that. That’s a very big thing to

do. You know, again, I did it --

DR. BIRX: So let me just --

THE PRESIDENT: -- with China. I did it with Europe. That’s a very big
thing to do. 1It’s certainly a very big thing to do to Florida, because
you have so much business from South America. So we’ll be -- we’ll be
looking at that.

DR. BIRX: So, to our Yahoo gentleman, I just want to make it clear that
South Korea’s testing was 11 per -- per 100,000, and we’re at 17 per

100,000. So --

THE PRESIDENT: Right. Are you going to apologize, Yahoo? That’s why

you’ re Yahoo and nobody knows who the hell you are.

Q If that’s correct -- based on --

THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead. Let’s go, Jeff. Go ahead.

Q -— the numbers I’ve seen, that’s not --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s why nobody knows who you are, including me.

Go ahead.

0 Mr. President --

DR. BIRX: Just check it again.

THE PRESIDENT: You ought to get your facts right before you make a



statement like that.

Q But we have had -- we have had 14 times the infection they have.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay, well, your facts are wrong.

Let’s go.

Q Just to clarify what you were just talking about, you’re looking at

cutting off more international travel from Latin America?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we’re looking -- we’re talking to the governor, we’re
talking with others also that have a lot of business coming in from South
America, Latin America. And we’ll make a determination. We’re also
setting up a system where we do some testing, and we’re working with the

airlines on that.

Q Tests or taking temperature?

THE PRESIDENT: Testing on the plane. Getting on the planes.

Q Temperature checks, sir, or virus tests?

THE PRESIDENT: It’ll be both.

Q And, Governor DeSantis, you did face quite a bit of criticism for not

closing your state as soon as some did. There was a lot of --

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Yeah, and loock at -- what have the results been? You
look at some of the most draconian orders that have been issued in some of
these states and compare Florida in terms of our hospitalizations per

100,000, in terms of our fatalities per 100, 000.

I mean, you go from D.C., Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois -- you name it -- Florida

has done better. And I'm not criticizing those states, but everyone in



the media was saying Florida was going to be like New York or Italy, and
that has not happened because we understood we have a big diverse
state. We understood the outbreak was not uniform throughout the
state. And we had a tailored and measured approach that not only helped
our numbers be way below what anyone predicted, but also did less damage

to our state going forward.

I had construction going on -- the road projects. But we did it in a safe
way, and we did it, I think, in a way that is probably more sustainable

over the long term.

So I think people could go back and look at all the criticism and then
look now, and nobody predicted that Florida would -- we have

challenges. This 1s not an easy situation. We’ve had people in the
hospital, but I'm now in a situation where I have less than 500 people, at
a state of 22 million, on ventilators as of last night. And I have 6,500

ventilators that are sitting idle, unused through the state of Florida.

Q So my question -- my question is, I mean, you faced that criticism,
you have these numbers that you’re sharing. Are you concerned at all
about another outbreak coming this summer or this fall and not being ready

for it?

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: So, of course. That’s why the whole thing we’re doing
is -- this is a novel virus. It’s unpredictable. But we're in a

situation now where we have so many more tools to be able to detect.

And one of the things that I was talking to Dr. Birx about: Our Florida
Department of Health -- we have a fully integrated health system with the

counties -- we have been doing contact tracing from the very beginning.

Now, sure, once the outbreak gets to a certain point, the mitigation is

really what you do. The contact tracing is not going to be able to stop,
like what was going on in New York City. But in Florida, we had such an
uneven outbreak, and we were doing contact tracing throughout this whole

time in parts of the state that the outbreak wasn’t as severe. They



limited the spread and did it very effectively. And so that’s going to be
a huge part of what we’re doing going forward. And we think that -- we
think that that can be successful.

And we’re going to have so many opportunities with sentinel

surveillance. We're offensive with the nursing homes. Nothing is going
to change on the nursing home testing. This is -- until this virus goes
away, this is the population that is most at risk. 1In Florida, we have --

close to 85 percent of the fatalities have been age 65 or older. And most
of them have some comorbidities. And so these are types of facilities

that are the most at risk, so nothing is going to change on that.

We’re going to continue protecting elderly. And we messaged that very
early, about the risk, about how they should stay home. I wasn’t going to
arrest an elderly if they, you know, left their house. But we told them,

limit contacts because you’re more at risk, and they listened.

That’s why you go to a place like The Villages -- there were articles
written saying, “Oh, The Villages is going to crash and burn,” and all
this other stuff. They have like a 2 percent -- 2.5 percent infection
rate. We tested 1,200 asymptomatic, and none were -- none were found to
have the virus. And so this is -- this message of understanding the risks
are different for different parts of our communities and age and health,

and continue doing --

So I think what you’ll see is, however we move forward -- and I'11
announce that soon -- you’re going to see even more attention paid to the

vulnerable. And I think that that’s what we need to be doing.

THE PRESIDENT: And, you know, Ron -- Ron said one thing that was very
interesting: You talk about ventilators. And ventilators were going to be
a disaster in Florida. A disaster. “There’s not enough.” And we sent

them thousands of ventilators.

But in the meantime, you have thousands of ventilators that aren’t used,

and we’ll be able to send them probably to other countries. You’ll build



up your stockpile, but we’ll be able -- because other countries: Italy,

France, numerous -- Spain is very much -- we’re sending to Sprain. I
spoke today to Nigeria. They want -- they’1ll do anything for
ventilators. We’re going to send at least 200 ventilators to Nigeria;

probably more than that.

So -- but ventilators was going to be a big problem, and now we have
really -- I mean, through an incredible amount of work by the federal

government, we have a big, big beautiful overcapacity.

And it’s the same thing with testing. The only problem is the press
doesn’t give credit for that because, you know, no matter what test you
do, they’ll say, “0Oh, you should have done this. You should have tested
325 million people 37 times.” No, the testing is going very well.

But this is a good example of a partnership between the federal government
and a state government. Ron has been great. And some of your friends,

some of the other governors, have done a good job. And some haven’t done

a very good job, I'll be honest with you. Some have not.
GOVERNOR DESANTIS: But one of the things, I think -- you know, Jared --
he had a team of going about -- like, figuring out where the ventilators

would be needed. So when everyone was talking about 40,000 wventilators in
New York, I'm in contact with Jared about Florida, about New York. And he
was saying, "Whoa, they're not going to need that."” And I was like,

"Look, I actually -- I agree with your numbers. I don’t think we need any

ventilators in Florida right now. Maybe things will change."”

So they were ready at a moment's notice to get the ventilators wherever
they need. We never got -- I think we may have just gotten 100 at the
beginning from FEMA, but we never got like an emergency shipment because
we didn’t need it. But they were absolutely ready, willing, and able to
do that once the data suggested they needed to.

THE PRESIDENT: They were on call. A lot of people expected it. When we

read reports from the papers, I'd call Ron and say, "Ron, I think we're



going to need maybe thousands," based on what some phony news organization
was saying. And more and more -- you know, number one, it was well
handled. But we were ready to move, and we still are. We have more than
10,000. Jared, what do we have? Ten thousand? More than 10,000 in the

stockpile.

MR. KUSHNER: More than 10,000. And it's growing every day. We're

getting a lot more in than we're sending out.

THE PRESIDENT: And what we'll be able to do is help other countries,
which is a good thing. Not only allies; countries that need help. We're

talking about a lot of countries that need help.

Jennifer?

Q Mr. President, on the food supply chain --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q -- 1s there anything your administration is doing or might be doing
in the future to make sure that there is enough meat supplies? And should

we --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, we’re working with Tyson.

Q Should we ban exports of pork to other countries?

THE PRESIDENT: We are. We're going to sign an executive order today, I
believe, and that'll solve any liability problems where they had certain
liability problems, and we'll be in very good shape. We're working with
Tyson, which is one of the big companies in that world. And we always
work with the farmers. There’s plenty of supply. There’s plenty of -- as
you know, there’s plenty of supply. It's distribution, and we will
probably have that today solved. It was a very unique circumstance

because of liability.



Yeah, Jon.

Q Mr. President, can you clarify what your intelligence advisors were
telling you back in January and February? Were you warned about what was
happening with coronavirus and the threat to this country? Should there

have been stronger warnings-?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, no. I think --

Q What were you hearing every day in your --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, yeah. Well, I think probably a lot more to the
Democrats, because a month later, Nancy Pelosi was saying, "Let's dance in
the streets of Chinatown." You go back and you take a look at -- even
professionals, like Anthony, were saying this is no problem. This is late
in February: "This is no problem. This is going to blow -- this is going
to blow over." And they're professionals, and they're good

professionals.

Most people thought this was going to blow over. And i1if you can go -- we
did, I think, on January -- toward the end of January, we did a ban with
China. That was a very -- I think you just said, a little while ago, that
was a very lmportant step. And then ultimately, we did a ban on

FEurope. That was very early in the process.

Because if you take the ban and you look at it, I was badly criticized by

Sleepy Joe Biden, by others. I was criticized horribly for -- I mean, he
called -- he said all sorts of things. We won't even say it. And then he
apologized because -- two weeks ago, he put out a statement that I was

right. We did a ban --

Q SO you were -—-

THE PRESIDENT: Jon, as you know, we did a ban. And many people --

Democrats, professionals, probably Republicans -- said that this would

never happen, there'd be nothing; no big problem. You saw that, I think,



better than anybody, Deborah. This was after the ban. So, obviously, I
took 1t very serious. I'm not going be banning China from coming in if I

didn’t take it seriocusly. And I did that early.

Q But -- so were you getting warnings in your presidential daily brief

about --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I’d have to check. I would have to check. I want

to look as to the exact dates of warnings.

But I can tell you this: When I did the ban on China, almost everybody was
against me, including Republicans. They thought it was far too harsh,
that it wasn’t necessary. Professionals, Republicans, and Democrats --
almost everybody disagreed. And that was done very early. And that was a
big state- -- because I think we saved -- whether it was luck, talent, or
something else, we saved many thousands of lives. And Anthony said that,
and you were saying that, and a lot of people said it. It was a very -- I
think you'd have a much different situation right now if we didn’t do the

ban.

Q On that, you know, 40- --

THE PRESIDENT: We also did a ban, as you know, earlier. We did a ban on

Europe sometime after, but still relatively early.

Q Now, after the ban on travel from China, 40,000 people came into the
United States. Those were American citizens largely. In hindsight,
looking back, should there have been steps made to quarantine those people

that were coming back or to test them? Or --

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Well, there were. We -- in Florida, we had hundreds
of people that were under investigation by our health department. There
were -- they were asked to quarantine for 14 days anyone that was coming
back from China. The Wuhan area in Hubei province, they were having to
self-isolate before they could even get to Florida, because that's what

you guys did.



THE PRESIDENT: Right.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: But we had all -- hundreds of people under
investigation during this time. And actually, none of them ended up
testing positive, the ones that developed symptoms. I don’t think -- a
lot of them didn’t develop symptoms. But that was actually being done in
Florida, and we were very much viewing it as a China -- a China deal, of
course. I think it was, you know -- New York eventually brought it to

Florida. But that was being done in the state level.

THE PRESIDENT: And the people we let back, Jon, as you know, they were
American citizens. What are you going to do? "You can't come back into
your country"? You know, we had -- 1t wasn’t like we were thrilled
either. I said, "Well, we have these people coming back, all American

(4

citizens,” meaning just about all American citizens. There’s not much you

can do about that.

Now, we did do testing and individual --

Q In hindsight, would you have --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in hindsight, the states did testing. I know Ron

was doing a lot of testing, and the individuals states were doing in

cooperation with the federal government. But originally, it was, "Oh,
40,000 people came in." What they don’t say -- what the news doesn’t say
is they happen to be American citizens. How do you keep American citizens

-- you say they're coming in from China, they want to come back to their
country. There is a tremendous problem in China; they want to come

back. Are we supposed to say to an American citizen, “You can't come back
into your country”? And we did do testing, and individual states did

testing or were supposed to have.

Yeah, anvybody else? Yes.

Q (Inaudible) more details on the executive order regarding the meat



supply. So it seems like the issue right now is that with the processing
plants closed down, there are all these animals but they can't be

processed into meat to hit American supermarket shelves.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. We're handling it. Probably today we'll have that
-- that -- it's a roadblock. 1It's sort of a legal roadblock more than
anything else. We'll have that done today. You can speak to the chief in
a little if you'd like. Okay? They'll give you a specific. I don't know
if you'd like that because there won’t be any cameras running, but if

you'd like to get a real answer, you can speak to the chief.

Q And also, JetBlue today was the first airline to mandate that
passengers wear masks on planes. Is that something that you are

considering rolling out for all flights?

THE PRESIDENT: Who did? Who did?

Q JetBlue.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. It sounds like a good idea. To me, it sounds like

a very good idea.

Q Governor, you have hundreds of thousands of tourists and visitors

coming from Canada each year, spending months in your state.

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: Not right now we don’t, but normally we do.

Q No, exactly. Have you been able to evaluate how much your -- the
economy of your state is losing from the borders being closed? And when
do you think -- what's your feeling about things going back to something

normal as for the visitors coming from Canada?

GOVERNOR DESANTIS: So I think that a lot of this is confidence and
building confidence with the public that the next step is going to be done
thoughtfully, it’s going to be done in a measured way, and it’s going to

be done with an eye to making sure that we’re not pretending that this



virus just doesn’t exist. I mean, we -- we have to make safety a

priority.

I will say, though, that I do think there is a path to do that. If you
look at Florida’s outbreak, just think of all the people that were in
Florida -- January, February, all -- I mean, Disney was going all the way

to mid-March.

We didn’t have outbreaks tied to a lot of that stuff for whatever

reason. Maybe it’s because most of our activities are outdoors and I
think it’s probably not as an efficient vector when you’re outside in the
sun, as compared to close contact indoors. But -- and all these different
people in these industries, part of my task force -- and this is not going
to happen overnight -- but they’re all thinking about innovative ways to

be able to do -- do different things and do it safely.

And we’ve seen that even on the basic level of -- if you go to -- like,
drive by Home Depot now, they’ll be six feet apart, waiting to go in the
store, and then they’re doing it. So people are adapting and they're
innovating. So I think that that will happen. I don’t think it’s going
to happen overnight. I think we’re going to have to be measured and
thoughtful, but I think that as people see that -- that different things

can happen safely -- I think the confidence factor will go up.

But clearly, financially, it’s -- it’s an issue for Florida because any
time people come, they end up paying tax on that. I mean, you look at
just the theme parks and the amount of -- of the tax that they contribute
to the state. Now, fortunately, we had billions of dollars in reserve,
but even with that, you are facing a hit. There is just no doubt about

it.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the fourth quarter is going to be really strong,
and I think next year is going to be a tremendous year. That’s what’s
building. That’s my opinion. Third gquarter is a transition

quarter. Second quarter is what it is, but the -- I mean, we're -- we’'re

in this period where let’s see what the numbers are. Third quarter is



transition. I think fourth quarter is going to be incredibly strong. I

think next year is going to be an unbelievably strong year.

Kevin and Larry, would you like to say something about that?

MR. HASSETT: Why don’t you start with the CBO numbers?

MR. KUDLOW: Yeah, I mean, I’11 just say -- look, we know we’re in a deep
contraction with rising unemployment. TIt’s a lot of hardships, a lot of
difficulty. The President’s rescue package, which really totals $9
trillion between the Treasury and the Fed, has helped to cushion that
blow. So that’s point number one. We’ll take the hit. It’s very bad,

very difficult. We’re doing what we can.

As the Governor said, as confidence returns, with safety features and
data-driven, people are anxious to go back to work. And it’s interesting
to me, the Congressional Budget Office, as well as Wall Street Journal’s
survey of economists, both predicting very significant pick-ups in growth
in the second half of the year -- almost 20 percent growth increases. So

that’s a good sign.

And the President has commissioned us to study middle-class tax relief,
middle-class regulatory relief, infrastructure developments, insurance
liability protections for small businesses. And again, middle class -- I
think people are anxious to go to work. There’s going to be a lot of

pent-up demand.

And so, I am optimistic about the future. This current situation -- as my
great friend and colleague, Kevin, has said -- right in here, it is going
to be the worst we've seen probably. But nonetheless, that will be
temporary. I believe it passes. And that’s what some of these surveys

are telling us.

THE PRESIDENT: And, Larry, I wanted a payroll tax cut.

MR. KUDLOW: Yes, you did.



THE PRESIDENT: I thought that would’ve been the best thing, but the

Democrats did not want to give it to us, so we went a different way, which

is fine. But I wanted a payroll tax cut, so we’ll --
MR. KUDLOW: Both of -- both of us -- both of us agreed with you, as I
recall.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, no, I think they should’ve done a payroll tax

cut. The Democrats did not want a payroll tax cut and I think that’s a
mistake.
Q Mr. President, Congress comes back next week. Let me try to ferret

out the elephant in the room here, potentially, if there is an elephant in
the room: What about the idea of aid to states? And, Governor, what do
you think of this idea from Capitol Hill and Washington sending money to
individual states who may be suffering severely through lost revenues and

picking up a lot of the tab here?

THE PRESIDENT: I think there’s a big difference with a state that lost
money because of COVID and a state that’s been run very badly for 25
years. There’s a big difference, in my opinion. And, you know, we’d have
to talk about things like payroll tax cuts. We’d have to talk about

things like sanctuary cities, as an example.

I think sanctuary cities are something -- it has to be brought up, where
people that are criminals are protected -- they’re protected from
prosecution. I think that has to be done. I think it’s one of the
problems that the states have. I don’t even think they know they have a
problem, but they have a big problem with it -- the sanctuary city
situation. We’d have to talk about a lot of different things. But we’re
certainly open to talking, but it would really have to be COVID-related,
not related for mismanagement over a long time -- over a long period of

time.

Q And you're willing to make that distinction -- that much of a



distinction?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it’'s a very --

Q I can only imagine what some governors would say.
THE PRESIDENT: -- very simple distinction to make. Yeah. We’re not
looking to do a bailout for a state that’s been -- it’s unfair to -- it’s

unfair to many of the states, most of the states that have done such a

good Jjob. Okay?

Anything else? Thank you very much.

Q Do you have any message —-

THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead, Jeff.

Q Just to follow up with something that you mentioned yesterday, sir,

in the last --

THE PRESIDENT: Say it?

Q A follow-up to a question from yesterday.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q You spoke about having a sense of what’s going on with Kim Jong

Un. Can you say whether or not he’s in control of his country?

THE PRESIDENT: I just don’t want to comment on it, okay? I don’t want to

comment on it. I just wish him well. I don’t want to comment on it.

Q I just want to ask you: I’m sure you saw that Congress was supposed
to come back next week. Steny Hoyer has Jjust announced that the House
will not come back, given that D.C. has a stay- -- still has a stay-at-

home order. Is that a good move, a wise move, or a bad move? What --



what do you make of that?

THE PRESIDENT: The Democrats, they don’t want to come back. They don’t
want to come back. I think they should be back here, but they

don’t. They’re enjovying their vacation and they shouldn’t be. This is a
time --
Q You think they’re enjoying their vacation?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, I think they are. I think they are.

Q You think this is a vacation?

THE PRESIDENT: If you look at Nancy Pelosi eating ice cream on late-night
television -- yeah, I think they probably are. They’re having a good
time. I think they should be back. I think they should all come back and
we should work on this together.

Thank you very much, everybody.

END 12:12
P.M. EDT
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/30/2020 12:33:05 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In Town Pool Report #2a more Oval Quotes

From: Liz Goodwin <liz.goodwin@globe.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 12:30 PM
Subject: In Town Pool Report #2a more Oval Quotes

A few more quotes from the earlier Oval Office meeting with Gov Murphy. Check against transcript.

On Flynn: "They destroyed him but he's going to come back, like I say he's going to come back, bigger and
better." "I don't have to stay out of it at all, but I like to stay out of it."

On whether the federal government should send more checks: "A lot of people are talking about it, but

we've given a lot of stimulus."

Says USA has lower mortality rates than many countries: "We're the leader of the world...We've done

better, if you look at our deaths, if you look at mortality rates."

On food issues "I expect to to see the supply chain as strong as ever." Said he rectified a "legal roadblock"
to fix the situation yesterday and Americans should not fear shortages. "Now I expect things to go very

smoothly."

Gov Murphy said NJ could take a 20-30 billion hit from coronavirus. Trump was non-commital on

additional support, called it a "tough question"

On vaccines: "If we come up with a vaccine in record time they'll say I should have done it faster.”

Murphy also received a rapid covid test prior to the meeting:
Trump to Murphy: Did they test you today?

Murphy: They did.

Trump (joking): Good, now I feel better.

Murphy: I feel like a new man.



Dr Deborah Birx was also in the Oval.

Liz Goodwin
M:409-789-2587

liz.eoodwin@globe.com

@lizcgoodwin
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/29/2020 2:07:56 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In-town pool report #5 - call readout

From: Bolen, Cheryl <cbolen@bloombergindustry.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 2:06 PM

Subject: In-town pool report #5 - call readout

From the White House:

Today, President Donald J. Trump spoke with King Abdullah II of Jordan. The President and the King
discussed the coronavirus response in the United States and Jordan. The President thanked the King
for his generous commitment to sending medical supplies to the United States. The President and the
King agreed to cooperate closely, along with other Middle East partners and through the G20, to defeat
the pandemic and minimize its economic impact. The leaders also discussed critical regional and
bilateral issues.

Cheryl Bolen

White House Correspondent

Bloomberg Government

(202) 680-2410

Sent from my iPhone
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 5/1/2020 10:35:59 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: Photos of the Week

e et o e e

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 1, 2020
Photos of the Week

Monday, April 27,2020

President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence, delivers remarks during a meeting with



industry executives to discuss their response to the coronavirus pandemic Monday, April 27, 2020, in the
Cabinet Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks)

President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence, listens as Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar delivers remarks during a meeting with industry executives to discuss their response to
the coronavirus pandemic Monday, April 27, 2020, in the Cabinet Room of the White House. (Official
White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence walk along the Colonnade of the White House
Monday, April 27, 2020, en route to a coronavirus update briefing in the Rose Garden. (Official White
House Photo by Tia Dufour)




President Donald J. Trump delivers remarks during a coronavirus update briefing Monday, April 27, 2020, in
the Rose Garden of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks)



President Donald J. Trump participates in a coronavirus update briefing Monday, April 27, 2020, in the Rose
Garden of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)



President Donald J. Trump looks on as White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx
delivers remarks during a coronavirus update briefing Monday, April 27, 2020, in the Rose Garden of the
White House. (Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)



President Donald J. Trump and Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir listen as Vice President
Mike Pence delivers remarks during a coronavirus update briefing Monday, April 27, 2020, in the Rose
Garden of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)




President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence are seen in the reflection on a monitor displaying
the Opening Up America Again slogan during a coronavirus update briefing Monday, April 27, 2020, in the
Rose Garden of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks)



President Donald J. Trump takes questions from reporters during a coronavirus update briefing Monday,
April 27, 2020, in the Rose Garden of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks)

Tuesdav, April 28, 2020




President Donald J. Trump, joined by White House senior advisors and members of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, meets with Florida Governor Ron DeSantis Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the Oval
Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)




President Donald J. Trump looks on as Florida Governor Ron DeSantis delivers remarks during a meeting
with White House senior advisors and members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force Tuesday, April
28, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump looks on as Florida Governor Ron DeSantis delivers remarks during a meeting
with White House senior advisors and members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force Tuesday, April
28, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump looks on as Florida Governor Ron DeSantis delivers remarks during a meeting
with White House senior advisors and members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force Tuesday, April
28, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump and Advisor to the President Ivanka Trump walk along the Cross Hall of the
White House Tuesday, April 28, 2020, as they arrive to attend an event in the East Room about the Paycheck
Protection Program and its support of small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic. (Official White
House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump and Advisor to the President Ivanka Trump receive applause as they arrive to an
event about the Paycheck Protection Program and its support of small businesses during the coronavirus
pandemic Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by
Tia Dufour)



President Donald J. Trump, joined by Advisor to the President Ivanka Trump, delivers remarks at an event
about the Paycheck Protection Program and its support of small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic
Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah
Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, and Small Business Association
Administrator Jovita Carranza listen as Advisor to the President Ivanka Trump delivers remarks at an event
about the Paycheck Protection Program and its support of small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic

Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah
Craighead)



Michael Heup, an employee of Bitty & Beau’s Coffee, gives a thumbs-up to President Donald J. Trump and
Advisor to the President Ivanka Trump during an event about the Paycheck Protection Program and its
support of small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the East Room of
the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



Bitty & Beau’s Coffee employee Michael Heup salutes President Donald J. Trump and Advisor to the
President Ivanka Trump during an event about the Paycheck Protection Program and its support of small
businesses during the coronavirus pandemic Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in the East Room of the White House.
(Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)

Wednesdav, April 29, 2020




President Donald J. Trump meets with Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in
the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence and members of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, meets with Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in
the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)



President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence walk along the Colonnade of the White House
Wednesday, April 29, 2020, en route to attend a roundtable event with industry executives in the State
Dining Room. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)




President Donald J. Trump delivers remarks during a roundtable with industry executives to discuss a plan to
reopen America Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in the State Dining Room of the White House. (Official White
House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence listen as Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia delivers
remarks during a roundtable with industry executives to discuss a plan to reopen America Wednesday, April
29, 2020, in the State Dining Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N.
Boghosian)






President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence listen to industry executives during a roundtable
to discuss a plan to reopen America Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in the State Dining Room of the White
House. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)

President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence, delivers remarks during a roundtable with
industry executives to discuss a plan to reopen America Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in the State Dining
Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks)

Thursdav, April 30, 2020




President Donald J. Trump meets with New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the
Oval Office of the White House. (Ofticial White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump meets with New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the
Oval Office of the White House. (Ofticial White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



Vice President Mike Pence, joined by White House senior advisors, participates in a walking tour of the
GM/Ventec Ventilator Production Facilty Thursday, April 30, 2020, in Kokomo, Ind. (Official White House
Photo by D. Myles Cullen)



Vice President Mike Pence, joined by White House senior advisors, speaks to employees during a visit to the
GM/Ventec Ventilator Production Facilty Thursday, April 30, 2020, in Kokomo, Ind. (Official White House
Photo by D. Myles Cullen)



Vice President Mike Pence, joined by White House senior advisors, speaks to employees during a visit to the
GM/Ventec Ventilator Production Facilty Thursday, April 30, 2020, in Kokomo, Ind. (Official White House
Photo by D. Myles Cullen)



President Donald J. Trump delivers remarks about protecting America’s seniors during the coronavirus
pandemic Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by
Tia Dufour)



President Donald J. Trump, joined by Cabinet members and White House senior advisors, signs a
proclamation designating the month of May as Older Americans Month Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the
East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)




President Donald J. Trump displays his signature on a proclamation designating the month of May as Older
Americans Month during an event about protecting America’s seniors during the coronavirus pandemic
Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the East Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Tia
Dufour)



President Donald J. Trump listens to a reporter’s question during an event about protecting America’s
seniors during the coronavirus pandemic Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the East Room of the White House.
(Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)




President Donald J. Trump responds to a reporter’s question during an event about protecting America’s
seniors during the coronavirus pandemic Thursday, April 30, 2020, in the East Room of the White House.
(Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour)

Friday, May 1, 2020




White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany takes questions from reporters during a press briefing
Friday, May 1, 2020, in the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House. (Official White House
Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany takes questions from reporters during a press briefing
Friday, May 1, 2020, in the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House. (Official White House
Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence and United States International
Development Finance Corporation CEO Adam Boehler, meets with Gilead Sciences, Inc. CEO Daniel
O’Day to announce that an FDA emergency use authorization has been granted for Gilead’s remdesivir drug
to treat COVID-19 patients Friday, May 1, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White
House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence and members of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, listens as Gilead Sciences, Inc. CEO Daniel O’Day delivers remarks during a
meeting to announce that an FDA emergency use authorization has been granted for Gilead’s remdesivir
drug to treat COVID-19 patients Friday, May 1, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official
White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)




President Donald J. Trump delivers remarks at a Presidential Recognition Ceremony celebrating volunteers
during the coronavirus pandemic and their hard work, heroism, and hope Friday, May 1, 2020, in the Blue
Room of the White House. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump listens as Frank Siller, CEO of the Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation,
delivers remarks at a Presidential Recognition Ceremony celebrating volunteers during the coronavirus
pandemic and their hard work, heroism, and hope Friday, May 1, 2020, in the Blue Room of the White

House. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump talks with reporters outside the South Portico of the White House Friday, May 1,
2020, prior to boarding Marine One to begin his trip to Camp David. (Official White House Photo by Joyce
N. Boghosian)



President Donald J. Trump aboard Marine One departs the South Lawn of the White House Friday, May 1,
2020, en route to Camp David. (Official White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian)
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/28/2020 7:36:55 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: Memorandum on Authorizing the Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training Program for Major Disaster Declarations

Related to Coronavirus Disease 2019

[ Em e e e e |

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 28, 2020

April 28, 2020

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

SUBJECT: Authorizing the Crisis Counseling Assistance and
Training Program for Major Disaster Declarations

Related to Coronavirus Disease 2019

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act,
42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the "Stafford Act"), it is hereby ordered as

follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States



to take measures under the Stafford Act to assist State and
territorial Governors in their responses to all threats and
hazards to the American people in their respective States and
territories, including the members of any Indian tribe residing
therein. Considering the profound and unique public health risks
posed by the ongoing outbreak of COVID-19, the disease caused by
the novel (new) coronavirus known as SARS-CoV-2 ("the wvirus"),
the need for close cooperation and mutual assistance between the
Federal Government and the States, territories, and tribes is
greater than at any time in recent history. In recognizing this
serious public health risk, I noted that, on March 11, 2020, the
World Health Organization announced that the COVID-19 outbreak
can be characterized as a pandemic. On March 13, 2020, I
declared a national emergency recognizing the threat that SARS-
CoV-2 poses to the Nation's healthcare systems. I also
determined that same day that the COVID-19 outbreak constituted
an emergency, of nationwide scope, pursuant to section 501 (b) of
the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5191(b)). All States and territories
have activated their Emergency Operations Centers and are working
to fight the spread of the virus and attend to those who have
symptoms or who are already infected with COVID-19. As of April
18, 2020, I have declared that a major disaster exists in all
States and territories as a result of the virus, and have
authorized Emergency Protective Measures (Category B) pursuant to

section 403 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5170b) for each.

Sec. 2. Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training

Program. (a) For purposes of this memorandum, "State™ includes
the District of Columbia, and "Governor" includes the chief

executive thereof.

(b) To help meet the needs of the American people during
this unprecedented and continuously evolving public health
crisis, the Secretary of Homeland Security (Secretary), acting
through the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management

Agency (Administrator), is authorized to make available crisis



counseling assistance and training services, in accordance with
section 416 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5183) ("crisis
counseling services"), to the people of a State or territory,
including the members of any tribe residing therein, if, in
response to the virus and before the date of this memorandum,

I declared a major disaster pursuant to section 401 of the
Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) with respect to the State or
territory, but did not at that time approve crisis counseling
services as requested by the Governor, under the following

conditions:

(1) the total number of cases of COVID-19 exceeds

5,000 within the State or territory; or

(11) the total of number of cases of COVID-19 exceeds

1,000 per 1 million of the State or territory's population.

(c) In exercising this authority, the Secretary, acting

through the Administrator, shall:

(i) subject to the limitations above, review any
request for a major disaster declaration previously submitted by

the Governor of a State or territory; and

(ii) approve crisis counseling services, where the
Secretary, acting through the Administrator, determines that the
Governor has provided in his or her request sufficient
justification to support the provision of crisis counseling
services to the people of his or her State or territory,

including the members of any tribe residing therein.

(d) The authority vested in the Secretary, acting through
the Administrator, to approve crisis counseling services shall
not be construed to encompass any authority to approve other

forms of assistance.



Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this

memorandum shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive

department or agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or

legislative proposals.

(b) This memorandum shall be implemented consistent with

applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations.

(c¢) This memorandum is not intended to, and does not,
create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its

officers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

DONALD J. TRUMP
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 5/4/2020 12:09:53 PM
To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]
Subject: Remarks by President Trump in a Fox News Virtual Town Hall | May 3, 2020
‘e
Office of the Press Secretary
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 4, 2020

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP
IN A FOX NEWS VIRTUAL TOWN HALL

Lincoln Memorial

Washington, D.C.

May 3, 2020

7:14 P.M. EDT
Q Welcome back to our Fox News Virtual Town Hall: “America
Together. Returning to Work.” Here tonight, live from the

Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., we are Jjoined now by

President Donald Trump.

Good to see you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you both, very much. We never had a

more beautiful set than this, did we?

Q (Laughs.) That’s right.



Q It’s amazing.

Q Thanks for doing this.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

Q This is a little different than our last town hall in

Scranton, Pennsylvania.

THE PRESIDENT: That’s true. That was a beauty.

Q We’ll be taking questions from around the country.

THE PRESIDENT: Good.

Q And a lot of great questions. I want to start with this,
though, Mr. President: There is a real split in the

country. There are folks out there becoming increasingly angry
about the closures. There are many Americans also who are angry
about the reopenings. They’re fearful, as many of these states
are on the rise in their numbers. There are 66,000 deaths. More

than that now.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q As President, what do you say to the people who are scared
to go back to work, on one side? And what do you say to the

people who are really angry about these lingering closures?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think you can satisfy both. If you’re
scared, you’'re going to stay back a little bit and you’re going
to watch it. And I think anyone over 60 -- because we have
pretty good -- we have a pretty good roadmap right now. Anybody
over 60 -- you could say 65, but let’s make it 60 -- we have to
protect those people and we have to watch it, and maybe they stay

back longer.



But, no, I think you can really have it both ways. I think a lot
of people want to go back. They just want to go back. You see

it every day. You see demonstrations all over the country, and

those are meaningful demonstrations. ©Oh, it’s big stuff.
But you also have some people that are very scared. Probably
everybody 1s scared, when you get right down to it. 1It’s a

terrible thing. A terrible thing that happened to our

country. It came from China. It should’ve been stopped. It
could’ve been stopped on the spot. They chose not to do it, or
something happened. Either there was incompetence or they didn’t
do it for some reason, and we’re going to have to find out what

that reason was.

But people are absolutely scared, but there are other people that
are scared about being locked in a room and losing their job and
not having an income. And, you know, for the first -- these are
workers, these are people that want to get back and work and make
a living, and they’re afraid their job is not going to be

there. And at a certain point, if you keep it going too long,

that’s going to happen. So I understand that very well.

Q On that note, let’s hear from our first wvideo

questioner. This is Shana Cruz (ph) from Cullman, Alabama.

VIEWER: Mr. President, my name is Shana Cruz and I'm a single
mother from Alabama. I lived paycheck to paycheck before the
virus, but then I lost my job in March. I haven’t received a
stimulus payment or anything from unemployment. I’m behind on
every bill, about to be evicted from my home, and I’ve had to
rely on donations in order to feed my children. I feel
frustrated and I feel scared not knowing where to turn or what to
do. What advice do you have for me and others in my

situation? 1Is there more help coming?



THE PRESIDENT: Number one, there’s more help coming. We have
really no choice, because incredible people like this are -- you
know, 1it’s not -- it’s not your fault. I mean, just remember
that it’s not your fault. And there is more help coming. There
has to be. And we want to get it to a point, when we open, we're
not going to lose businesses and therefore, more importantly,
frankly, we're not going to lose the jobs that run the

businesses.

So a case like that is an exact -- you know, it's really --
that's the reason why we have to do more. And we're going to do
more, and everybody wants to do more. It's really -- it's

actually, on that aspect of it, it's very bipartisan.

So the answer is: Yes, we're going to do more. And you're going
to have your job. You're going to get another Jjob or you're
going to get a better job. You’ll get a job where you make more

money, frankly, and I think that's going to happen.

I think we're going to have an incredible following year. We're
going to go into a transition in the third quarter, and we're
going to see things happening that look good. I really believe
that. I have a good feel for this stuff. I've done it for a
long time. We built the greatest economy in the world. The
greatest economy, frankly, Bret -- and you can correct me 1if
you'd like, but you can't because it's fact -- the greatest

economy that the world has ever seen.

And then, one day they said, “Sir, we're going to have to close
it.” 1 said, “What are you talking about, closing it?” Nobody
ever heard that. We're going have to close it. And we did the
right thing. We saved -- I think we saved millions of lives, but
now we have to get it back open, and we have to get it back open

safely but as quickly as possible.

Q You know, let me ask you about that, because you've talked



about that moment quite a bit with just this roaring economy and
advisors saying to you, “We've got to shut it down at this

point.”

So when you look back on that moment and you see some other
examples: Japan, for example, did not do as broad a

shutdown. They've only lost about 500 people —--

THE PRESIDENT: Excuse me, but --

Q -— out of 130 million.

THE PRESIDENT: You’re right. But now they're doing a massive
shutdown because they've been hit very hard. And so you're right

about that.

Q Yeah, that's my question. Do you ever look back at that

moment in the Oval Office and say, “Maybe we went too far”?

THE PRESIDENT: ©No, we did the right thing. I do look back on it

-—- because my attitude was, “We're not going to shut it down.”

Look, we're going to lose anywhere from 75, 80 to 100 thousand
people. That's a horrible thing. We shouldn't lose one person
over this. This should have been stopped in China. It should
have been stopped. But if we didn't do it, the minimum we would
have lost is a million-two, a million-four, a million-

five. That’s the minimum. We would have lost probably higher

than -- it's possible higher than 2.2.

You know the way you have to look at that? I've never seen death
like this. 1I've never personally experienced anything like

it. And they talk about the flu and all of that. Well, I've
known people that had the flu. All my life I see -- I was lucky;
I never had the flu. Then I came here; they want to give a flu

shot. And I said, “I don't want a flu shot,” but they have to



give it.

But you know what? I've known people that had the flu all of my
life. I never -- nobody ever died. I never had a friend, he had

the flu, and he died.

I've lost three friends. One a very good friend, a very
successful man, a New York guy. He employed a lot of

people. They were all crying over his death: Stanley Chera. He
went to the hospital. He calls me up, he goes, “I tested
positive.” I said, “Well, what are you going to do?” He said,
“I'm going to the hospital. 1I'll call you tomorrow.” He didn't
call. T called the hospital; he's in a coma. Now, I know a lot

of people that had the flu; they were never in a coma.

This i1is a very advanced -- this is a very horrible thing we’re
fighting. But with all of that said, we still -- we've learned a
lot about it. It affects older people. It infects -- if you
have any problem -- heart, diabetes, even a little weak heart, a
little diabetes, a little -- this thing is vicious, and it can

take you out, and it can take you out very strongly.

But children do very well. Young children do better than, you

know, teens.

Q So you think you've learned from this, how you've dealt with

it now?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q If it comes up in the fall, you'll do something to --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, we’ll put out the embers. We'll put out

whatever it may be. We may have to put out a fire.

I tell you one thing: We did the right thing, and I really



believe we could have saved a million and a half lives. And, by
the way, Jjust -- just to know what that means: We've seen death,
like Elmhurst Hospital in Queens, right where I grew up, right
near where I grew up. I know the building wvery well. I know the
hospital. They had body bags lined up in hallways. They had
body bags sitting out on sidewalks. We've never seen that in

this country. You saw the mass grave; it's called Hart’s

Island. They built a mass grave. I've never seen anything like
that.
When vyou look at that and look at -- and that's with -- let's say

it's 100,000 or 90 or 95. Now multiply it out. Don't go 2.2 or
2.5 million. Say it's half of that. So take the numbers that we
looked at, that nobody in this country has ever witnessed, and
now multiply it times 15 or 20. So instead of having 10 or 12
body bags laying in a hallway, you'd have 15 times more than
that?

Q That's the scary part for business owners who are getting

ready to open up.

Our next question comes from here in D.C., and it's a topic we
received a lot of questions about, and that is testing and what

people have to do. Take a listen.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay.

VIEWER: Hi, my name is Sara Polon. I’'m the owner of Soupergirl,
based in Washington, D.C. And I'd like to know what kind of
federal protocols are going to be in place for running testing to
ensure that my potential customers and staff feel safe when

people are leaving their homes.

For example, if someone comes from another state that doesn't
have the same testing standards as another, and they both come to

my establishment, how are we all going to feel safe?



THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Look, 1t depends on where
you're coming from. New York is a very much different place than
Montana or many other states, really, where it's not, you know,
really too -- too bad. It's always bad. If they lose anybody,
it’s bad. And every state has lost significant numbers of
people. I mean, you know, whether you're talking about 20 people

or 25 people, that's a significant number of people.

But it depends on where you come from. Certain states are going
to have to take a little more time in getting open, and they’re
doing that. Some states, I think, frankly, aren't going fast
enough. I mean, you have some states that -- Virginia, they want
to close down until the middle of -- middle of June. And a lot
of things that they're doing -- I really believe you can go to
parks, you can go to beaches. You keep it -- you know, you keep

the spread, you keep -- you stay away a certain amount.

And I really think the public has been incredible with what they
-- that's one of the reasons we're successful. That's one of the
-- 1f you call losing 80 or 90 thousand people “successful.” But
it's one of the reasons that we're not at that high end of the

plane as opposed to the low end of the plane.

Q That number has changed, Mr. President. You said 50 to 60 -

THE PRESIDENT: 1TIt’s going up. No, it’s going up.

Q You said 60, 70.

THE PRESIDENT: I used to say 65,000 --

Q Now you’re at 80 to 90.

THE PRESIDENT: And now I'm saying 80 or 90, and it goes up and



it goes up rapidly. But it's still going to be, no matter how
you look at it, at the very lower end of the plane, if we did the

shutdown.

Q You said that the governors would be, kind of, responsible
for the testing. And we just talked to Governor Hogan. He says

there is federal assistance coming to get specific parts --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, not only coming; we've given him a lot of

assistance, which is good.

Q So your son-in-law, Advisor Jared Kushner, declared that

it's a great success story, the federal response --

THE PRESIDENT: It is.

Q -- and that when you look at the other side, that you're on
the other side, medically. Do you think that, as deaths are
going up and cases are going up, that we really are on the other
side medically and that this is a great success story from the

federal government? How do you respond to that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I can -- well, it's too soon to say that
really, I guess, because, you know, we're still in the middle of
something. But certainly we would have lost a lot more people,
Bret. If we would have done -- as an example, you call it
“herd.” If we would have done herd -- in other words, everything

is wonderful; let's just keep going along --

@) Herd immunity.

THE PRESIDENT: -—- we would have lost two and a half million

people, I think, or a million and a half or two million people.

No, I think we've done an incre- -- I think the American people

have done a good job. This is a tragic situation.



Everybody knows somebody that's been affected. That's a very
rare thing. But everybody knows. Some states have done a better

job than others. I mean, that's the way it is.

But in some states, you can do a lot less than in other

states. In New York, I think you're going to have to go around
with masks for a while. You're going to have to do -- you're
going to have to do separation. You're distancing. You're going

to have to do that for a while.

But some states are doing so well, and others are -- I have to
tell you, I got to know the governors, and with a few exceptions,
to be honest, because they're just political machines, and
anything you say, it's going to be, like, what's good politically
-- because we shouldn't be in that position -- I will say that

they really have done, a lot of them, a great job. And we've

worked with them. We had no -- there were no ventilators; we're
building -- we’re the king of -- I said we’re the king of
ventilators.

You look at the testing: We tested now six and a half million
people. The next highest is -- I think it's two and a half
million people in either Germany or South Korea. And South Korea
thinks we've done an incredible job. They’re saying the job --
he's a friend of mine, President Moon. He said the job you've
done on testing, and the job we've done on ventilators, we have
one of the -- it's one of the greatest buildups we've ever had in

this country since certainly the Second World War.

Q Well, speaking of that, you know, Gretchen Whitmer, the
governor of Michigan, she's saying, this morning on TV, “We don't
have the reagents we need. We don't have the swabs we

need.” She's still saying that she can't get the testing that

she wants.



THE PRESIDENT: Look. Look. We had a phone call, five days ago,
with the governors. I was on the call with Vice President Mike
Pence, who’s done a great job. He's the head of the committee,
the task force. Every governor there, we asked it: “What do you
need?” Not one governor needed anything. Now, all of a sudden,
you see here on the Sunday -- I watched it. “Well, we should get
this, and we should get that.” She ought to get back to running
her state properly because she should have brought it up on a

phone call.

I was on that call for an hour and a half. The call -- I stayed
right until the end. And at the end, I said, “Does anybody need
anything?” We had one governor, Inslee, who's always wanting
something. And, frankly, he didn't do a very good job on nursing
homes, as far as I'm concerned. State of Washington. And he
said, “We need swabs.” I said, “Why don't you get them

yourself? But if you can't, we'll get them.” And I could say

the same thing about her.

But here's the thing: Why didn't they -- why didn’t they bring
this up? I had it -- Bret, you know about that call. It was --
every week or two weeks, we'll have a call. All 50 governors, I

believe, were on that call.

The last statement: “Okay, who needs something?” None of
them. Many of them spoke. Nobody needed -- other than
Washington wanted swabs, which are easy to get. Very easy to

get.

Q So let me ask you: The man who you're about to hear from was
told he had a 20 percent chance to live. He had COVID-19. He
was really in bad shape. Young. I think he's about 40 -- 39
years old, actually.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.



Q Thirty-nine years old. But he did recover, and here's Danny

Lemos from Grand Island, Nebraska.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay.

VIEWER: President Trump, this is Danny again here, again on
Nebraska. With the FDA approving remdesivir as a drug of choice
to help fight this, which is the drug I was on, what are we going
to do to put in place to make sure that there's enough of this

drug available for everybody?

THE PRESIDENT: So we're doing that. 1It's a great question
because i1it's a very hard drug to make, and it takes a period of
time and is made by Gilead. And I know that Danny gave that drug
a lot of credit for saving his life. I think that's correct,
Danny. But Danny, I believe, gave a lot of credit to that drug

for saving his life.

We are pushing it really hard. We're also pushing something
else: the vaccines. We are very confident that we're going to
have a vaccine at the end of the year -- by the end of the year

have a vaccine.

Q By the end of this year?

THE PRESIDENT: We think we're going to have a vaccine by the end

of this year. And we're pushing very hard. You know, we’re

building supply lines. Now, we don't even have the final
vaccine. Johnson & Johnson -- if you look at -- Johnson &
Johnson is doing it. We have -- many companies are, I think,

close because I meet with the heads of them and I find it a very

interesting subject because it's so important.

But I think we'll have a vaccine by the end of the year. We're
also pushing it. Look, we're doing things at the FDA that's

never happened before. We’re getting approval so fast. Like, as



an example, with Gilead on the new remdesivir, that's going to be
-- that's -- that's a game changer because it's a 31 percent
step. It's a step. It's a 31 percent step, and then they'll be
at 50 percent.

Like AIDS, what's happened with AIDS: We had AIDS; it was a
scourge all over the world. It was -- you were dead. It was a
death certificate. And then, all of a sudden, they came up with
some -- and now we have -- we will be AIDS-free within eight
years. We started 10 years. Should have started in the previous

administration; they did nothing. It started --

Q So, Mr. President, you --

THE PRESIDENT: -- at my administration. Ten years and now it’s
at eight.

Q -—- the FDA has approved this, remdesivir.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q And he’s asking how do you get it. Are you going to use the

Defense Production Act to get it produced?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, he got it. 1I’11 tell you, Danny got it,
fortunately. And Danny is -- Danny gave it credit for saving his

life.

We are putting the full power and might behind this drug. With
that being said, it's a very hard drug. There are others that
are much easier to make. It takes a little period of time to
make it. The company is a great company. Done incredible work
over the years. They are pushing absolutely as fast. You know,
this isn't something like let's build machines or let's -- this
is a very delicate balance. But we're pushing very, very hard on

remdesivir.



Q So our next question is from a teacher in Chesterfield,

Virginia.

VIEWER: Hi, President Trump. My name is Kristin Murray. I'm an
algebra teacher in Virginia. We appreciate you and support you

and all you're doing.

I would like to see what your ideas are for getting us teachers
back into our classrooms. We don't want to be virtual

teaching. We want to be in the classrooms with our students. So
what's your ideas for getting us back in our classrooms and

getting the doors open-?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I --

Q Before you answer that, Mr. President, just one second.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, please.

Q A lot of questions tonight, not only from teachers but also
the other side: from students talking about COVID-19. Real

quick, put them together here. Rebecca Johnson.

Q Hi, I'm Rebecca and I live in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I'm
going to be a freshman in high school next year, and I worry that
coronavirus is going to come back. How will I feel safe going

back to school if a second wave hits?

THE PRESIDENT: So when you go back -- and you have one problem
that is a bigger problem, and that’s teachers over 60 or 65 years
0old -- the teachers. Because I think that Kristin or Rebecca are
going to be in great shape, and they may wear masks for a while
and they may be separated further than what they're used to. And
I think they're going to be in great shape.



But we have to get our schools back. This virtual teaching is

wonderful, and you know, frankly, it's taken a very positive

step. I mean, I could say -- I've had now, essentially, board
meetings and meetings with governors and other people with -- you
know, using -- they call it “tele.” Right? “Tele.” And it's

not bad, but there's nothing like having a meeting. I still

think you're never going to replace that.

No, they're going to go back. We have to have our students go
back to school. My biggest thing -- because I really feel the
students are in great shape. They're going to be all of the

things we have to do. All of the things.

But I do worry about teachers at a certain age. Rebecca is young
and she's going to be fine. Students are going to be fine. But
I really think that -- you know, if you take a look, Kristin is

going to be fine. But if you have a teacher that’s 65 or 70
years old and has diabetes, that one, I think, they're going to

have to sit it out for a little while --

Q But, Mr. President, overall --
THE PRESIDENT: -- unless we come up with the vaccine sooner.
Q -- are you going to urge the nation's universities and

schools to go back in September?

THE PRESIDENT: I am. I want them to go back. We have to get

our country back. Yeah. I don't want to do this forever. I
watched a very good governor, former -- former governor of
Indiana preceding -- he preceded Mike Pence. Good governor. And

he's the head of Purdue. 1It's a great school. And I saw him the
other day. He wants to go back. He's going back. Purdue -- big

school, fantastic. They're going back.

We have to go back. We have to go back. And whatever it is -- I



would say, with the exception of teachers at a certain age, maybe
they should wait until this thing passes. It will pass. You
know, 1it's going to pass. And a lot of people say, “We have to

get the vaccine.” Well, certainly we do, and we have to get

therapeutics. I'd rather have, right now, therapeutics that make
people better. That's where remdesivir is -- is really good.
Q You did talk a lot about hydroxychloroquine for a while.

THE PRESIDENT: I do. And I still do.

Q And there were some studies that came out that questioned

the cardiac tie —-

THE PRESIDENT: No, look --

Q -- but you stopped talking about it.

THE PRESIDENT: One study. One study. But there was studies

that came out that say it’s very good too.

And I'1l tell you what: I've had three calls in the last three
days, four days, of people that took it, and they're giving it
credit for saving their lives. And other state -- you know,

other countries are using it, and they're -- they're going --

they’re bragging about it. You look at their numbers.

Here's -- here's what we've been reduced to in this country: The
Democrats, the radical left, whatever you want, would rather see
people -- I'm going to be very nice. I'm not going to say
“die.” I'm going to say would rather see people not get well
because they think I'm going to get credit if, you know,
hydroxychloroquine works. And I don't want the cre- -- I don't
care about it. I have nothing to do with it, by the

way. Everyone said I own the company. I’ve nothing to do with

hydroxychloroquine, other than, if it worked, it would be



great. It would be so good for our na- -- because it would save

people.
But, you know, we've had some very good -- you look at -- there
are certain countries that swear by it. They have a much lower

number. You know the countries I'm talking about.

Q But you’re putting your real chips on the vaccine being

fast.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think we're going to have a vaccine by the
end of the year. Now, the doctors would say, “Well, you
shouldn't say that.” 1I'l1l say what I think. I've met with the
heads of the big companies. These are great companies. Yeah, I
think we're going to have a vaccine much sooner rather than
later. I think it will be -- I think that will be done. I would
rather have, frankly, therapeutic, meaning something to make

people better. If not a cure, at least a therapeutic.

And, you know, that -- look, we started the other day with
Gilead. I really think so. But we're going to have other
things, and it could be that hydroxy is going to be -- we don't
lose anything with hydroxy. It's been out there. Bret, it's

been out there for so many years. Then they start doing the
false reports: It's making peo- -- it's -- it's been used for
numerous things for many years. People aren't dying from

it. But they would rather --

Q Obviously, doctors are involved there and they --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, they don't want to see a good result, and

that's very sad.

Q Let me ask -- there are some questions that deal with
looking back. Leslie is one of them. Leslie Caulfield from New

Jersey has our next question for the President.



THE PRESIDENT: Okay.

VIEWER: President Trump, it’s been widely reported that the
threat of the coronavirus was included in your daily intelligence
briefings for weeks prior to the first confirmed case in the
U.S. Can you please explain to us why you did not act sooner to

prepare this country for this pandemic?

THE PRESIDENT: OQOkay, I love the question, actually, because what
I did is I -- way early, I closed our country to China. Nancy
Pelosi was, a month later, saying, “It's going to

pass.” Everybody -- even Tony Fauci was saying, “It's going to
pass, not going to be a big deal.” Schumer was talking about all

sorts of things. This is long after I closed the country.

They called me a racist. They said “xenophobic.” Biden said,
“He was xenophobic.” Biden has now written a letter of apology
because I did the right thing. I saved hundreds of thousands of

lives.

Okay. She's asking me the question about intelligence. I have
the head of the intelligence agencies here today. And here's the
exact thing. And we have it; it's going to be released tomorrow

or the next day, but I released it today.

On January 23rd, I was told that there could be a virus coming
in, but it was of no really import. 1In other words, 1t wasn't,
“Oh, we've going to do something. We got to do something.” It
was a brief conversation, and it was only on January

23rd. Shortly thereafter, I closed down the country to

China. And we had 20 people, 21 people in the room. I was the
only one that wanted to close it down. Very good people in the

room, very well meaning.

But take a look. On, I think it was, February 26, Nancy Pelosi



is, “Let's dance in the streets of Chinatown” to show that it's
not going to hurt us. In other words, I'm not blaming her for
it, but nobody thought this was going to happen. But on January
-- it’s such an important question to me because they think that
months earlier we were told about this and we should have done

something about it.

China didn't even know for a period of time. It got out. China
should have stopped it, but China -- they didn't know and they
wouldn't let us in. We wanted to go into China. They didn't
want us to go in because they didn't want to have us see

it. Maybe they were worried about competence. Maybe they were

worried about something else.

But the question is good, and here's the final answer: The
intelligence agencies told me on the 23rd. Shortly thereafter, I
closed down the country, but I didn't do it because of what they

salid. Because they said it very matter of factly it was not a

big deal. And the intelligence agencies, which have now -- now,
because before they weren't -- which are now very competently run
with some great people and some great people coming. The

intelligence agencies will tell you that tomorrow.

Q So when you did stop travel in from China --

THE PRESIDENT: I did.

Q -- about 40,000 people came back to this country.

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

0 You said --

THE PRESIDENT: They were American citizens, by the way.

Q But you said they were tested? Who tested them and where?



THE PRESIDENT: They were tested. Well, the different

states. They were tested. They were quarantined when they were
sick. And they came back -- I spoke with Ron DeSantis two days
ago. He called me, he said, “You know, the 40,000 people that
came back, the ones that went to Florida,” he said, “we put them
through the grill. We had people quarantined. We had people
tested.” You could ask the governor. You know, there's one
example, but other governors did the same thing if they were

doing their job.

But I had to let them come back. I actually said, “Maybe we
could keep them there for a while.” These are American

citizens. I had to let them come back, Martha. So we had 40,000
people. Now, when the Democrats said it, “He said he closed the
border, but he let 40,000,” they don't say they were American
citizens. I did the right thing. But when they came back, they
were tested. Some were tested, probably, not as good as they
could have been. I can tell you, Florida tested the people very,
very well, and look how low the numbers are in Florida. They've

done a great job.

Q When we come back -- thank you, Mr. President -- more of
your questions, specifically from small-business owners, many of
whom say, despite the historic effort by the government to help,
they feel like they've fallen through the cracks, some of

them. You'll hear from them next.

(Commercial break begins.)

(Commercial break ends.)

Q Welcome back to our Fox News Virtual Town Hall at the
Lincoln Memorial here in Washington, D.C, bringing your questions

and concerns about COVID-19.

And opening up straight to President Trump: Mr. President, carved



on the wall behind me is Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural
address, and I quote, “With malice toward none, with charity for
all, let us bind up the nations wounds.” Words, you know, meant

to heal a nation devastated by a civil war.

We obviously live in a divided time as well. You know that
well. Your choice, even, of this hallowed place for this virtual
town hall is creating controversy, criticism. What do you say to

people who say this is not the right venue for this?

THE PRESIDENT: You know, I didn't know that it was creating
criticism, and I did say this would be nice, but I thought it was
your choice, not ours. And I -- I had not heard. What can you
criticize? It's —- I don't think it's ever been done, what we're
doing tonight here. And I think it's great for the American
people to see. This is a great work of art. Aside from the fact
that that was a great man, this a great work of art. That's one
of the greatest sculptures, one of the greatest statues, to me,
anywhere in the world. And you can go to Italy, you can dJo
anywhere. That's, to me, one of the greats. And I didn't know

there was controversy. Why is there controversy?

Q Some from Capitol Hill sent a letter that it’s not the right
place, not the right site. But as far as bringing America

together, do you think you're doing that?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we're winning very big, and then we had a
horrible thing happened. We're winning bigger than we've ever
won before, Bret. And I think that winning, ultimately, is going

to bring this country together.

I'm shocked that, during a crisis, it would be so partisan. You
know, when you see all these committees, seven or eight
committees who haven't even started, and they have all these
committees looking for trouble -- just looking for

trouble. Every enemy I have is put on a Democrat committee. And



I was surprised. You know, they did the impeachment hoax. It
was a total hoax over a phone call that was a perfect call. And
we had tremendous -- when you look at the House, I think it was
196 to nothing -- the Republicans. There was great unity. 1In

the Senate, the same thing.

With all of that unity we have, in one sense we have great unity;
in another sense, I think they're going to come along. I mean,

you know, I certainly hope so.

But the main thing I have to do is bring our country back, and I
want to get it back to where it was or maybe beyond where it
was. You know, we have tremendous stimulus -- all the money
we've been talking about so far tonight. I think next year is
going to be a phenomenal economic year. We can never forget all
the people that have died, the souls that have been lost in this
horrible thing that shouldn't -- shouldn’t have happened. It
just shouldn't have happened. It’s such a horrible thing. And
there's a lot -- a lot going on about finding out the answer to
that, because this is something that should never have

happened. It’'s tragic.

Q But we want to ask you a little bit more about China --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q -- in just a moment, but I -- you mentioned winning. And

there's a race to win on the vaccine between countries in the

world.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q So pushing this vaccine development in order to get it to go

faster leads to human trials, people volunteering --

THE PRESIDENT: Right.



Q -- to basically be injected with COVID-19.

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

Q Are you concerned about the ethics or the risk of that, in

that push-?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because they're volunteers. They know what
they're getting into. They're, in many cases, very good

people. They want to help the process.

Look, a vaccine has never gone like it's gone now. We're so far
ahead of any vaccine ever in history. You know, these things
would take 2, 4, 5, 6 years, 10 years. I think we're going to
have a vaccine. I'm telling you, by the end of the year, we -- I

think we're going to have a vaccine.

Q You think another country could beat us-?

THE PRESIDENT: I’'m -- I'm going to really say something that is
not like me, and it's not like the two of you. I know you, and
it's not like you. I don't care. I just want to get a wvaccine
that works. I really don't care. If it's another country, I'll
take my hat off to them. We have to come up with a

vaccine. We're working with other countries. We're working with
Australia, we're working with the UK. I spoke with, the other
day, your Prime Minister of UK. Right? He’s -- Boris. He's a -
- he’s a victim of what happened. He thought it was over. He
thought it was over. It was vicious. And he made it. He's a
great guy and he made it. But he had firsthand experience. The

ultimate firsthand experience.

Q Mr. President, our next questioner is Dina Rubio. She's the
co-manager of a restaurant down in West Palm Beach, Florida. You

know well. Here's her guestion.



VIEWER: We're facing a shortage of supplies due to the closure
of chicken, pork, and beef plants. Prices are going up, and the
restaurant industry is finding even more obstacles to stay
afloat. My question is: How can we manage to keep working with
very slim profit margins, to begin with, and absorb the shortage
price increase at this point? And even when we do open our

dining rooms, we will be having limited seating available.

THE PRESIDENT: Right. So the restaurant business is a tough
business to start off with. Not an easy business. We're doing a
number of things. Number one, the supply chain is going to be in
great shape. I did the production -- Defense Production Act. We
did things. The problem with the supply chain is you have people
that have gotten sick with the COVID-19. You've had the people,

and they've gotten sick.

They're getting better, and they're all getting better. And you
can't make them work. I don't want them to work, frankly, if
they're not feeling right. But we did something the other day,
which you read about, which was a great shock to the system in a
positive way. We have tremendous -- we have tremendous

supply. We have tremendous demand. We have to get it from
supply to the people, to the restaurants. And we're doing that,

really, very well.

Two days ago, I signed this. It's coming along really

good. They'll have. Now, the bigger problem is what's going to
happen with the restaurant. So we're not going to have any chain
problem. The bigger problem is what are you going to do with a
restaurant, which was, you know, a nice little business, but all
of a sudden, they have half the number of seats, if they

go. Eventually, we're going to have all those seats

back. You're going to have all those seats. I want to sit next
to people. I don't want to have all this spread out. Like even

the way we're doing, we're doing this -- we're doing this



interview tonight. Look how far away you are. Look how far away
you are. You know, normally we'd be sitting together and we’d
have a nice interview. Of course, in this particular location,

this isn't so bad.

But, no, we have to get our -- our life back. We have to get our
country back. We have to get the world back. We want to have --
if we have a stadium in Alabama that holds 110,000 people against
LSU -- I went there -- we want to have 110,000. We don't want to

have 25,000 people or 40,000 people, and that'll happen.

Maybe it's going to be a vaccine, or maybe it's going to be that
this virus will pass. It will go. Will it come back? It
might. It could. Some people say yes, but it will pass.

Q I want to go back to the meat processing plants because
there is some controversy surrounding that. Danny Lemos, who you

saw before, who had the remdesivir --

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

Q -- who said it helped him survive, his father worked in one
of those in Nebraska in the meat plants. And some people there
say that there are -- you know, they have plastic between them,
but they're too close together. A lot of immigrants working
there who are concerned, but they can't turn down a paycheck to

go back there.

So they're -- you know, the Smithfield plant in Crete wanted to
shut down for two weeks, and then the executive order changed
that. So there is some pushback on that decision by you. What
do you say to those people?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the companies really wanted it. And the
employees have to want to work. Now, if they don’t want to work,

that’s one thing, but they are working. And they need the



money. And the companies are doing -- they're great

companies. You know, these have been -- these are the biggest
companies in the world in terms of delivery and in terms of all
of the things they do to get it from, literally, the ranch or the

farm into the hands of the consuming public.

But I think it's all working out. You know, the numbers are
heading in the right direction. The numbers -- look, the biggest
thing we can do to solve every problem is get rid of the

plague. I call it “the plague.” If we get rid of the plague,
all these problems go away very quickly.

Q But some of those meat processing areas are hotspots right

now.

THE PRESIDENT: They're hotspots. And they're moving them, and
they did put up plastic, but now they're going to move them, in
some cases, further away. And certain plants don't have any
problem at all. You know, you have plants with no problem at
all. Then you have some where it was a hotspot. Those people
are tending to get better very quickly. I think, you know, Danny

is an example. I hope his father is going to be okay too.

But it's all working out. 1It's all working out. It's horrible

that we have to go through it, but it's all working out.

Q Our next question is from Carcl MacNeil, a retired teacher

in Bluffton, South Carolina.

VIEWER: A family member who lives in a very exclusive and
expensive assisted living center in the Boston area was recently
diagnosed with coronavirus. What will be done, both in the short
term and in the long term, to protect the wvulnerable in nursing

homes, senior housing, and assisted living centers?

THE PRESIDENT: So the nursing home problem, that's your ground



zero. It really is ground zero. We first heard about it -- T
did -- in Washington, when so many people were -- the State of
Washington, where so many people died in a single nursing
home. And you realized immediately there's a vulnerability

there.

What we're doing is legislation immediately as to how many people
can be in. Some people made some terrible mistakes. They were

putting other people into empty areas and nursing homes that were
sick, and that affected the people in the nursing homes. Because
the one thing about this disease that everybody has learned very
easily and very quickly is the way it's so contagious. It is the

most contagious thing people have seen.

So, in 1917, we had a horrible -- in that case, it was the flu,
right? You remember, the Spanish flu. I've -- so much has been
written about it. Now, of course, it's the hottest -- everybody
that writes a book about the Spanish flu, 1917 -- it killed
between 100 and -- I guess, 50 to 100 million people. It
probably ended the First World War because the soldiers were all

getting sick. It was the worst the world has ever seen, that we
know of.
We have something that's different. It's not as powerful, but

it's far more contagious.

Q But with regard to the nursing homes, one of the questions
that came to my mind when I watched the Comfort leaving Manhattan
and the Javits Center: Why were these people next to each other
like this in nursing homes when we had all this excess capacity

and beds? Why weren't they sent there?

THE PRESIDENT: So, on that one, you have to ask the governor and
-—- in the case, the governors. Because all I can do 1s provide
the space. They're running their state, as you understand. And

that's the way it should be. They run their state through mayors



and through this and that. You know, bring it down local and

bring it down to a point.

But we provided 2,900 beds in the convention center. On top of
that, we brought in the Comfort. They did a phenomenal job. And
the Comfort wasn't meant for the COVID-19. The Comfort was meant
for people that had car accidents and everything else. And we

found out there were no accidents because nobody was driving.

Q Because nobody was driving.

THE PRESIDENT: We had very few accidents.

But it wasn't meant for that. What we did is we converted it to
that, but, still, they didn't use it much. And I think the
numbers now are getting better. We just moved the

Comfort. We're going to move it someplace else, probably,
perhaps for some other kind of problem. But we had the Comfort
there, and we built in the -- in the Javits Center. We built
over 2,000 beds. And, by the way, built in like five days by the

Army Corps of Engineers.

The Army Corps of Engineers have done one of the greatest jobs
anyone has ever seen, including the fact that we happen to be
building a wall on the southern border that's now up to 172

miles.

Q Quickly: How concerned are you about hospitals that are not
dealing with COVID-19, or primarily not, and they're letting
people go? They're closing.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. We have to get elective surgery, it's
called. And we have to let them come back. It's okay with

us. Again, that's up to the governors. You have some hospitals
where they have almost no COVID, and they have the hospital --

essentially, you can't go and do elective surgery, meaning a



surgery -- well, in some cases, it's cancer, where they --

they're waiting long. That's not a good thing to be waiting

long.
So it's such a -- they have to get back. They have to let these
hospitals -- because the hospitals are legitimately -- you know,

you'd think they're making a lot of money. They're losing a

fortune.

They have to let those hospitals reopen and get back to elective

surgery. And there are many hospitals right now that could be

doing that. The gov- -- that's up to the governors; that's not

up to me.

Q Well, when we come back -- thank you, Mr. President -- more
viewer questions for the President. Plus, we will be Jjoined by

Vice President Mike Pence and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
here at Fox News Virtual Town Hall in Washington, D.C. A great

backdrop here -- the Lincoln Memorial.

(Commercial break begins.)

(Commercial break ends.)

Q Let's get right to our virtual town hall questions for

President Trump. Back again.

Q Our next question for the President comes from Clearwater,

Florida. Here it is.

VIEWER: Thank you for taking our question, Mr. President. I'm

Mary Rose.

VIEWER: And I'm Mark. And we own Rosemark Grips. We're a small
business in Florida that makes golf putter grips. We do not

qualify for the Payroll Protection Program because we do all the



work ourselves. We don't have any payroll employees. We're
wondering i1if there's something in the works that will help us out
as we have numerous bills that still need to be paid and do not

qualify for current programs that are out there.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, I love your business. And
both -- I can speak for Bret -- we could both use a nice putter
grip, and that would be nice. But I don't know about you, Bret -
- I haven't played golf in a long time.

Q I haven’t played much.

THE PRESIDENT: We haven't played too much lately. But I will

say this: What we have to do is get -- get it open. I see New
Jersey 1s opening up their golf courses. Florida is now opening
up their golf courses. Parks are opening. Beaches are opening.

At some point, we have to open our country. And people are going
to be safe. We've learned a lot. We've learned about the
tremendous contagion. But we have no choice. We have to -- we
can't stay closed as a country. We're not going to have a

country left.

Q But Mark and Mary Rose are saying they fell through the

cracks. We got a lot of questions like this --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. Yeah.

Q -— that either the bank didn't give it to them or they

didn't gqualify. And is there -- what are you telling them?

THE PRESIDENT: I understand. And all we could do in that case
is we have to bring back -- we have to bring back the

business. ©Now, all of that is opening. And, you know, their
business is golf, which is a nice business. And we're opening up

that whole golf sector -- the sports sector.



We're -- I wish I could help them; I'd even help them personally,
because you know what? TIt's not a big business, but for them
it's a big -- it's a big thing. And they probably do a fantastic

job. I can see they have such great spirit.

What we do is we loan the money to small businesses, but not
necessarily business -- and, you know, it's an unusual
circumstance where they're each their own employee. I think what
I'm going to do is I'm going to take a look at that. Maybe there

is something we can do.

Q Because all of the stimulus in the world really can't solve

the problem of demand in the country, right?

THE PRESIDENT: ©No. No. The greatest thing --

Q I mean, how do you stimulate demand?

THE PRESIDENT: The greatest thing we can do is get rid of the
virus, because then everything comes back together. Then every -
- you don't need stimulus once that's happening. Now, what is
happening is the stim- -- you know, we're talking about 3
trillion, not just 2 trillion. Three trillion. It could even go
to six. And we're going to have a tremendous year next year
because of what we're doing and laying the seeds.

You know, we're talking 30 million jobs that we've saved. Thirty
million jobs. That's unheard of. In addition, we saved the

airlines. We saved others.

You know, one thing happened on Friday that was very

big. Boeing, a great company; then they had the problem that
people know -- a different problem. And then they end up with
this, where their sales are cut so badly because of this, which
is, by the way, also happening in Europe, as you know, with their
competitor. No airplanes. They floated a bond issue. Borrowed

money very, very successfully at a good rate on Friday. That's a



big step.

The markets are there. The markets are open. I believe 1t was
$30 billion. So the markets are there. That's a big step. We
didn't have to do anything with Boeing. They went out to the
markets, and they were able to borrow a lot of money. And it's

going to be a great company again.

But we've done that with the airlines. The airlines, Bret, were
having the best year they've ever had -- ever, in their
history. And then we had to -- we had to turn off the

airlines. We had to turn off everything. And we did the right

thing, but we never want to have to do it again.

Q Let's go to Carolyn Perkins. She's a retired nurse and an
elementary school guidance counselor. And here is her

comment/question.

VIEWER: President Trump, my husband and I thank you, your
family, and your staff for your great dedication to our
country. We pray for you every day. The question I have is
about your manner of presentation. Why do you use descriptive
words that could be classified as bullying? And why do you not
directly answer the questions asked by the press but instead

speak of past successes and generally ramble?

The USA needs you. Please let go of those behaviors that are
turning people away from you. Please hold on to your wonderful
attributes that make you our great leader and let go of other

characteristics that do not serve you.

THE PRESIDENT: Good.

Q She’s a school teacher.

THE PRESIDENT: I think I like that question. I'm not sure, but

I think I like that question. I appreciate it. I appreciate the



prayers, too, very much.

Look, I am greeted with a hostile press the likes of which no
president has ever seen. The closest would be that gentleman
right up there. They always said Lincoln -- nobody got treated
worse than Lincoln. I believe I am treated worse. You're
there. You see those press conferences. They come at me with
questions that are disgraceful. To be honest,

disgraceful. Their manner of presentation and their words.

And I feel that if I was kind to them, I'd be -—- I'd be walked
off the stage. I mean, they come at you with the most horrible,
horrendous, biased questions. And you see it. Ninety-four or
ninety-five percent of the press is hostile. And vyet, if you
look in Florida today, we had hundreds and hundreds of boats
going up and down the Intracoastal: "Trump. Trump." We have

tremendous support.

But the media is -- they might as well be in the Democrat

Party. And why? I don't know. We fixed our military. We fixed
the vet. You know, if you look at the VA -- you take a look at
what's going on with our vets: They have Choice now, and we have
Accountability. We're able to get rid of people that don't treat
our vets well. They've -- they've been trying to do that for 44
years. And because of civil service in the unions, you couldn't

do it.

The biggest thing is Choice. We've -- we have done -- it's
Choice, where if a vet can't see a doctor quickly, they go
outside, they get a doctor, they get fixed up, we pay the bill,
instead of waiting for five weeks, seven weeks. Look at how well

these things are running.

We've rebuilt our military. We've done -- we had the greatest
tax cut -- biggest tax cut in history. All of the things we've

done, and yet we have a very hostile press. And you understand



that. Maybe you're not going to say it or admit it, and maybe
you shouldn't. But nobody has ever seen anything like this.

So I really appreciate the question. And I -- I very much
appreciate the sentiment behind the question. But I'm standing
up there, and instead of asking me a normal guestion -- the level
of anger and hatred. TI'll look at them and I'll say, "What's

your problem? What is your problem?”

You know, I believe we've done more than any president in the
history of our country in the first three years, three and a half
years. I really believe that. When you look -- even if you look
-—- Space Force. Space Force. Also take a look at terrorism. Al
Baghdadi, we killed him. Soleimani, we killed him. We killed
the worst terrorists in the world. We got rid of ISIS for -- you
know, we took over 100 percent of the caliphate. When I took it

over, the caliphate was all over the place. Obama had failed.

Q But do you think the election will come down to a referendum

on how you handled this crisis?

THE PRESIDENT: No, but it's going to be a factor.

Q Do you think it's bigger than that?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think the election is going to come down
to -- I hope it does because we've done a great job.

We had no ventilators. We had no testing. We had nothing. I
had -- I inherited empty -- empty -- no ammunition. Our military
was bad. We've rebuilt our military -- $1.5 trillion. We have
the best military, by far, in the world. TIt's rebuilt. It's

either all new or the equipment is coming in, which is great.

But you know what? Also, medically: We had empty cupboards. The
cupboards -- I say, the cupboards were empty. We have an
incredible testing. We have the best testing system, right now,

in the world. We also make all the ventilators.



I spent the weekend at Camp David speaking to -- and a prior
couple of days -- speaking to heads of other countries that are
desperate from -- for ventilators. And we now have so many
ventilators. You know, a month ago, that's all they were talking
about was ventilators. The team of people that did this job was
incredible. It was probably the biggest mobilization since World

War Two.

Q Mr. President, the governors credit you for the ventilators
across the board. You mentioned the Democrats and leaving the

cupboards bare from the previous administration.

You’re not surprised to hear that the former Vice President, Joe
Biden, pushes back against that. He tweeted just the other day:
"We left a plavybook. He ignored it. We created an office to
prepare for pandemics. He gutted it. We had CDC officials in
China to detect and contain the outbreaks. He pulled them

out. Trump can try and shift blame all he wants, but the fact is

his actions left us unprepared.”

Your response to that?

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, Joe Biden didn't write that. That
was written from a young man that got very good grades, at a very
good school. That was not written by him, I promise you that.
Joe Biden, Jjust so you know, when I closed our borders to China,
I did the China ban. I didn't want to do that. I did something
that nobody wanted to do. Joe Biden said, "He'’s

xenophobic. He's a racist." They called me racist, and I saved
hundreds of thousands of lives. And he actually apologized with
a letter on a Friday night saying, “He made the right move.” It
wasn't well played by the press, but he said I made the right
move.

No, if we would have listened to Joe Biden -- look how badly they
did on swine flu, the HIN1, which he calls the opposite. HI1l --



it's HIN1, swine flu. Look how badly they did on that. Look how

badly they've done on so many other things.

I mean, the place -- our military was a mess. Our -- just about
everything was a mess. Look at what they did in the Middle East,
what's gone on in the Middle East. And in all fairness on the
Middle East, I look at the previous administration for getting us
in because that was the single worst decision made in this
country's history. The single worst -- getting into the Middle
East.

Just so you understand, we've spent $8 trillion in the Middle
East. What do we have for it? What do we have for it? And

things are moving very nicely in the other direction.

Q Our next question for the President comes from Rob in Ohio.
VIEWER: Hello. I'm Rob from Columbus, Ohio. The coronavirus is
disproportionately affecting communities of color. I wanted to

know what your administration will do to address this.

THE PRESIDENT: So, we are working on that very hard. And you're
right, 100 percent, that if you look at African American -- by
the way, Asian American also and Hispanic American --they're very
much more affected. People are not 100 percent sure. It could
be because it's a certain segment that does work together --
restaurants and different jobs, which are affected a lot.

But we're coming out with a report in two weeks on it, and I want
to get to the bottom of it too because it’s a totally
disproportional effect. It really is. It’s pretty amazing,

actually.

Q Next question is from Tripp Grebe. He’s a freshman at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and here is his question for

you, sir.



THE PRESIDENT: Good. Good.

VIEWER: Mr. President, 1if you’re elected to a second term,
what’s your plan to be more fiscally responsible to either reduce
or eliminate the deficit in response to increased federal

spending for the coronavirus stimulus packages?

THE PRESIDENT: So we have billions of dollars coming in right

now from other countries. We have money coming in. People are
paying now for military protection. People are paying for other
things.

As you know, I’m putting taxes on other countries where they’ve
taken advantage of us -- especially, by the way, China. China
never gave 10 cents to our country. They ripped off our country
for many, many -- and I’'ve told this to President Xi directly, in
a nice manner and in a not-so-nice manner. I get along with

him. Should have done something different on this.

But we made an incredible trade deal. We have tens of billions
of dollars pouring in. President Obama and Joe Biden didn't do
anything. China just had a field day with our country. And then
you look at his son walking out with a billion and a half

dollars. Give me a break on that.

And T can go back to President Bush, and I can go back before

President Bush too. China ripped this country off for many, many
decades, and I stopped it. Then, of course, you had this horror
show coming in: the -- the plague. It came in. So now it's a

different story.

But we've taken in billions. And what have I done with it? I've
given some of the monies -- because they were targeted by China -
- to the farmers and to the ranchers: $12 billion dollars two
years ago, $16 billion last year, and we have a lot this

year. And we, by the way, have many times those numbers leftover



from all the money we're making from China. That never happened

before.

Q But you have $25 trillion in debt, as of today --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s right.

Q -- and there's more on the burner --

THE PRESIDENT: That’s right.

Q -- that's possibly coming down the pipe.

THE PRESIDENT: That’s right.

Q What's the number that’s too much when you get to --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we’re going to cut -- no, we’'re going to

cut back very substantially. Plus, we're going to have great

growth. This country is going to grow like crazy as soon as we

get it going, and we're going to start making our products here.

Hey, Bret, you've known me for a long time. I've been talking

about this for a long time. It's one of the reasons -- I would

say border security, the military, and trade. These are the

three primary reasons I got elected. This is a very big thing

for me.

I made a deal -- Japan is now paying us $40 billion. They
weren't paying us. They weren't doing anything. They were
selling us -- they were selling us cars. We wouldn't do anything
to tax them, but we couldn't sell cars in Japan. Japan -- we did
a deal for $40 billion -- $40 billion a year.

Look at South Korea. We did the deal in South Korea. Mexico,

Canada -- USMCA. The NATO -- the -- the NAFTA deal was so



horrible. It was so horrible.

But I said a word just now: NATO. My biggest fan in the whole
world is the Secretary General of NATO, Stoltenberg. Great
man. Great gentleman. He said nobody has ever done, for NATO,
what I've done. We got $150 billion. The money that they're
paving -- other countries, they weren't paying. We were paying
for 100 percent of NATO. And now, other countries are putting

up.

I went to them, I said, “Listen, you’re going to either pay, or

we're not going to be..” -- why would we be protecting all of
these countries? Twenty-eight countries total. Why would we be
protecting? “You're not even paying your bills. You're

delinguent.” Well, they're putting up $150 billion a year, and
it's going up to 400 billion, and no other president has ever

done anything like that.

Q I just want to -- we have to take a break, but I just want
to ask you quickly: There's a lot of people who say: Why you talk
about making it here in America? Why are all of the antibiotics
made in China? Can you give me a date by which we will be self-
sufficient in antibiotics in this country? And what kind of

incentive would you give manufacturers of pharmaceuticals to make

sure that we are not dependent on China anymore for this?

THE PRESIDENT: So the reason it took place is because other
people that sat in this chair -- maybe not right here, but this a
beautiful place -- because they were foolish. You could even say

because they were stupid, because they allowed this to happen.

And it's not only China. You take a look at Ireland; they make

our drugs. Everybody makes our drugs, except us. And we've
already done it. We're coming out with things. Numbers --
you're seeing numbers of -- of innovations that we've made in the

past, and things are being announced already. But we're bringing



that whole supply chain back. Nobody has to tell me to do

it. 1I've been talking about that for years.

Now, the one that you see -- you don't see -- you see it with
cars, you see it with other things. People never looked at
medicine, but it's always been about medicine because we have at

least 94, 95 percent of our medicines are made --

Q Which makes it important to do the vaccine here.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's an incredible thing. They’re American
companies -- well, I'd like to be able to do it here. I don't
want to do it in China -- that, I can tell you. But I think
we're going to do it here. And if we do it someplace else —-
look, we have to get a vaccine. Whoever gets it, I'm going to --
I'm going to be their best fan. And I want it -- I need the
vaccine. We need -- this country needs the vaccine. And you're
going to have it by the end of the year. I -- I firmly believe

it. I may be wrong.

Q When will we get that 94 percent of antibiotics made in this

country? Do you have a target date for that?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we will have it done within two

years. You know, it doesn't go that gquickly. And, frankly, vyou
put me in a very bad negotiating position by asking me this
question. You know, we're talking about this, and now I'm

supposed to call up my guys.

I mean, you put me in a very bad negotiating position. And I --
I'm not blaming you. That's your -- that's your job. But, you
know, you're taking my cards away, because I don't want to be
talking this way. I've done a lot, but it gets exposed when you
answer. I assume this show is a big show. Right? 1It's going to
do very well tonight. But you do take away a lot of my cards

when you're answering -- asking me a question like that. You



understand that.

Q Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: Here’s the bottom line: I met with the drug
companies six months ago. I said, “You're going to start making
the drugs here. You're going to start making them here.” And
they do it for two reasons: a cost reason. But it's no longer so
much cost, because we can do things here for the same price and,
in some cases, less. And then you don't have the transportation

problems.

We're taking care of our -- look, another reason I got elected --
and some people don't like the sound of it, and other countries
don't like it, but I said, “I'm sorry. It's called America
First, and we're all about America First.” That's what we're
about. These other -- the other people that sat in this
position, they would subsidize other countries that weren't --
that don't even like us. That don't even like us. This is all

about America first.

Q Mr. President, thank you. When we return, Vice President
Mike Pence and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin join the
President here at the Lincoln Memorial to answer more of your

questions on our virtual town hall. We'll be right back.

(Commercial break begins.)

(Commercial break ends.)

Q We’re back here at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
for our virtual town hall with President Trump, Jjoined now by
Vice President Mike Pence and Treasury Secretary Steve

Mnuchin. Let’s get back to our gquestions.

Gentlemen, thank you for being here. Mr. Secretary, Mr. Vice

President.



THE VICE PRESIDENT: You bet. Good to see you.

Q Boy, what a beautiful shot as night falls over the Lincoln
Memorial here in Washington, D.C. Welcome to all of you. Great

to have you here.

Let's go to our next questioner, Kylie Patterson from
Baltimore. She is the Director of Economic Inclusion at Johns

Hopkins University.

VIEWER: President Trump, in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic,
millions of Americans have lost their jobs. How will you respond
to the joblessness, while also ensuring that our infrastructure
is better than ever? Have you considered investing in the
infrastructure -- in our highways, our railways, our airports and

bridges -- as a way to create jobs for America-?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q Mr. President, that’s to you, but you can obviously phone a

friend here if you'd like to.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, I will do that, and I’'d love to have both
speak about it. But infrastructure is very important. It's also
important to the Democrats, by the way. That's something we
actually do get along. I want to see a payroll tax cut on both
sides, a very strong one, because that's going to really put

people to work.

But infrastructure is so important. Our country, our roads are -
- excuse me, they're going to hell. We can't get infrastructure
approved. Now we have a time -- we have a period of time when we

can get infrastructure done by both parties, and we're looking at

that.

In addition, as you know, they want bailouts for the states --



the Democrats. And, really, it's a number of states that,
frankly, have not been managed well by Democrats over a long
period of time. So we have to be very careful about that. Very

careful.

But we will be doing infrastructure. And I told Steve, just
today, we're not doing anything unless we get a payroll tax

cut. That is so important to the success of our country and to
the following vyear, because I think that the following year has a

chance to be one of our best years. That'll be tremendous.

Q Do you all believe that that is how you stimulate demand --
is that payroll tax cut? I mean, where do you look at that in

the big picture?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, the President has been very clear on

that, and he's spoken about a payroll tax cut over the years.

But I would also say to that viewer that the immediate way we
deal with joblessness is by opening up America again. The
guidelines that the President produced that now we see some 41
states produced plans for a phased, responsible reopening of our

economy -- it’s going to create jobs in the immediate.

And I just think where we are today, despite the heartbreaking
losses of more than 67,000 Americans -- where we are today is
still a tribute to our healthcare workers, to the sacrifices that
American families and businesses have made over the last few
months. And if we continue to practice that social distancing
and those mitigation efforts as we go through a phased reopening,
we’ll create jobs today. 2And with the President's vision for
infrastructure, a payroll tax cut, I have no doubt that the
second half of this year we're going to see an American

comeback. And next year, I agree with the President. I think
we're going to have one of the best years in the history of our

economy,



Q Mr. Secretary, we had gquestions earlier about people feeling
like they fell through the cracks, wondering, you know, how
they're going to factor in if they didn't get the PPP loan. What

are you looking at for the next thing?

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: Well, let me just first comment before we say
the next thing. Let me just emphasize what we've done. And the
President was very clear: Keeping Americans at work, putting them
back to work, protecting American business was our number one
priority in an unprecedented way. We now have $3 trillion that
we're putting into the economy. That's just beginning. So for
those Americans who haven't received their money yet, they will

over the next few weeks.

Last week alone, we did $2.1 million of small-business loans,
averaging $85,000 or less. We’ve already sent an enormous
number: over 120 million direct deposits and checks. The

President created enhanced unemployment.

So the President has been very clear, in an unprecedented way,
for us to support the economy. And in the next round, we will go
back and work with Congress, just as we have before, to make sure
we protect American business and American workers and to

stimulate the economy going forward.

Q So let's go to our next question for you all from Phil
Tulkoff. He’s the president of Tulkoff Food Products, which is a
family company. Been in business for over 90 years. They have
got four locations -- South Carolina, Georgia, Oregon, and

Tennessee. And here is Phil’s question.

VIEWER: For my firm, the current tariffs add up to almost
$60,000 in monthly additional costs for my operations. Lifting
these tariffs would help us speed the recovery for many of us by

allowing those funds to be used to hire workers, invest in



equipment, and recoup some of the cash we've spent to weather the
current economic situation. Would you consider permanently or

even temporarily reducing or eliminating those tariffs?

THE PRESIDENT: So, Phil, we're looking at the different things,
but you have to remember, I've taken those tariffs and given a
lot of them to the farmers, and farmers that would have been
really forced out of business by China when they were

targeted. Because China never had to target us because China was

ripping our country off.

We were losing $500 billion a year to China for years. And 300
billion, 200 billion, 544 billion -- 544 billion a few years

ago. And -- and what I'm doing is -- and what I've done is taken
a lot of money out of China, and I've given it back to Phil and
other people, because I've given it back to the -- not all of it,
because we've had -- we had so much. So much money came in from
China. But we gave, as I said, 12 billion two years ago; 16
billion; and this year, we have 19 billion that we're
distributing to the farmers. Nobody has ever done that. No

president has ever done that.

Q But Phil is obviously bringing in supplies from China that
he’s getting -- he's paying tariffs on. Would you encourage him

to try to find --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, he is.

Q -- other countries to buy those things from?

THE PRESIDENT: He is. But you know what they're also

getting? They're getting big payments. The farmers are getting
big payments. And, by the way, they are the most incredible
people. They don't even want the payments. You know what they
say to me? Some -- something that almost no other group -- and I

can say practically no other group. They want a level playing



field.

We had a meeting with them, with Mike, and they came in and I
said, “We're going to give you this.” They said, “Sir, honestly,
we don't want anything. We just want a level playing

field.” Because for 18 years -- really, it's longer than that --
they've been taken advantage of not only by China, by everybody,
including Canada, including many, many countries that you

wouldn't even think.

So the farmers now, with the new USMCA and all of the other
things -- and as far as Phil, I understand it. But we're giving
billions and billions of that money to the farmers, and have a
lot of money that goes back into the Treasury. And Steve is the

proud recipient, from the standpoint of the Treasury.

Q But are you considering new tariffs on China as sort of a

punishment for their handling of the virus?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's the ultimate punishment, I will tell
you that. I don't like --

Q You had experts look at --

THE PRESIDENT: Again, I don't like to tell you what I --
because, you know, we're all playing a very complicated game of
chess or poker. Name whatever you want to name, but it's not
checkers -- that, I can tell you. We have a very complicated

game going.

Our country was being ripped off by every nation in the

world. And now we have made unbelievable

strides. TUnfortunately, then we get hit by this whole
situation. But we have done so well. We have taken in so much

money.



Going before the virus, China had the worst year they had in 67
years. That's a reason. And I'm not happy about that, but what

it does is it says they were taking us for a ride, like nobody in

history --

Q Right, but to Phil’s point, is that Americans --

THE PRESIDENT: -- has ever done any -- at any time.

Q He’s saying Americans feel it. Experts said just your

mention of that helped drive the markets down Thursday and

Friday.

THE PRESIDENT: Uh --

Q But I'm just wondering i1if you’re really seriously thinking

about it.

THE PRESIDENT: Look, tariffs, at a minimum, are the greatest
negotiating tool that we have ever devised that were never used
for negotiation. President Xi only made the deal with us. They
-— they’re going to buy 250 billion. Now, we're going to have to
see what's going on because of what happened. This was done, you
know, months before the -- the virus. But we’re getting -- going
to buy $250 billion worth of our product. Two hundred and fifty
billion. They didn't buy two cents. They didn't want to buy

from us. They took advantage of our country.

Now they have to buy, and if they don't buy, we’ll terminate the
deal. Very simple. But by using the tariffs, that's the only

reason. The one thing that he said: “We must get rid of

tariffs.” I say, we're not going to get rid of tariffs. You got
to treat our country with respect. You've been ripping off our
country for many years. The World Trade Organization has ripped

off this country. That's when China became an economic power.



And, by the way, you have World Trade and you have World
Health. The World Health Organization has been a

disaster. Everything they said was wrong, and they're China-
centric. All they do is they agree with China, whatever China

wants to do.

So our country -- perhaps foolishly, in retrospect -- has been
paving $450 million a year to the World Health Organization. And

China has been paying $38 million a year, but they were more

political than all of our leaders previous. So we'll see what I
do with that. I'm going to have to make a decision on that.
But we're not happy because what they did -- what World Health

did, they missed every single call. Who would want to put up

with it?
Q There's a question to that.
Q Yeah, let's -- let's go to Moise (ph). Can we pull up Moise

right now?

Q He’s from Crawford, I think. Yeah.

VIEWER: Mr. President, I have a question for you: Is there
enough evidence that China misled the global community by this
coronavirus? If it’s so, how should the global community

respond?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't think there's any question about
it. We wanted to go in. They didn't want us to go in

early. Very early. You'll see that, because things are coming
out that are pretty compelling now. So I don't think there's any

question.

Don't forget, China tried to blame it first on some of our

soldiers that turned out to not go too far. And I really got



very upset with that. That was not right. And then they tried
to blame it on Europe. I said, “How did Europe get involved all
of a sudden?” You know, Italy suffered probably more than
anybody per capita. But Italy, Spain. France now is on an
additional lockdown. They've got tremendous problems. All of

Europe. It's been a disaster.

And, you know, when I put a ban on, those people went, for the
most part, not here. And I'm not happy about this. It’s
terrible because it's life, whether it's here or Europe. But we
put a ban on, very early, on China coming in. They went to
Europe. Most of those people went to Europe. That's why Italy
was so badly affected. And you -- you just see what they’re
going through. China tried to blame Europe for this.

No --

Q You told John Roberts the other day --

THE PRESIDENT: -- it came from China.

Q -- that you saw evidence that gave you a high confidence

that the virus came from the Wuhan lab.

THE PRESIDENT: We’re going to be given --

Q Not that it was created there, perhaps, but that it came

from there.

THE PRESIDENT: At the right time, we’re going to be given --

Q Can you illuminate any more about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, we're going to be given a very strong

report as to exactly what we think happened, and I think it'll be

very conclusive.



Q Is there any suggestion that it was anything nefarious or

that it was just a mistake?

THE PRESIDENT: So I think they made -- personally, I think they
made a horrible mistake and they didn't want to admit it. We
wanted to go in. They didn't want us there. Even World Health
wanted to go in. They were admitted, but much later -- you know,
not immediately. And my opinion is they made a mistake. They
tried to cover it. They tried to put it out. 1It's like a

fire. You know, it's really like trying to put out a fire. They

couldn't put out the fire.

What they really treated the world badly on: They stopped people
going into China, but they didn't stop people going into the USA
and all over the world. So you could fly out of Wuhan, where the
primary problem was, all of the problems, essentially. Also
where the lab is. But you could fly out of Wuhan and you could
go to different parts of the world, but you couldn't go to
Beijing, and you couldn't go to any place in China. So what's

that all about?

In other words, they knew they had a problem. I think they were
embarrassed by the problem. Very embarrassed. And the -- you
know, the case could be made. They said, “Hey, look, this is
going to have a huge impact on China, and we might as well let
the rest of the world. Because the last people they want --

we've had a great year against China, prior to the virus coming.

And I told you, 67 or so years, the worst economy they've

had. Worse they’ve -- almost on record that they've ever had
because of my negotiations and because I taxed them on the
product that they brought in. And, by the way, they paid for
that tax. It wasn't our people. They paid for that tax. They

devalued their currency.



But here's the thing: They allowed this to go into our

country. They allowed it to go into other countries all over the

Q Does it change how you feel about President Xi? Does it

change your relationship with him?

THE PRESIDENT: Look, I finished a trade deal that everybody said
would be impossible to get. And not only a trade deal; it was a
great deal for this country. But that was done months before the

virus came.

I'm not going to say anything. I had a very good

relationship. He's a strong man, he's a tough man, but I have a
very good relationship with him. But this should never have
happened. This should never have happened. This virus should
not have spread all over the world. They should have put it

out. They should have let us and other people in other countries

go in and put it out, because people knew it was happening.

Q We have another question about the situation, getting people
back to work in the U.S. Air travel, 95 percent down from a year
ago, according to the TSA. Our next question coming from an

alrcraft technician in Texas.

VIEWER: Hi, I'm Joe from Arlington, Texas. I work for a major
airline. How can we ensure the health and safety of our
passengers? And, Mr. President, what advice will you give future

presidents to prevent this from happening to our country again?

THE PRESIDENT: I love that second question. I just love it.

But you probably -- your airline was probably saved by
us. Because Steve and all of the people we have -- we, you know,
chose the smartest people on Wall Street to help us. Who else is

better than these people? That’s what they do.



And, by the way, they're working for a very tiny fee. Because I
said, "I don’'t want to pay them a lot of money for doing

this.” We're giving them money to save the airlines. I'm not
looking to make them rich. They're rich enough. So, I said,
"We're going to get the best people. Pay them some costs, but
pay them very little." I hope you kept doing that,

Steve. Right?

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: I did, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: I hope. I'm going to check you. Anyway.

But we have the smartest people. We saved the airlines. We
saved the airlines with 50 -- 25 and 25 billion dollars. So,
it's $50 billion, which is a very small price to pay. They were

having the best -- the best year ever.

As far as your question to the future, we have to bring our
product back home. We have to make our product in this

country. We can't be hostage, because that's what we are. We
can't be hostage to other countries -- China, in particular, but

also to other countries. We can't ever let that happen again.

Q Mr. Vice President, there is that balance. You know, people
are afraid to get on a plane, if they can eventually, and
balancing that fear of getting people back to work or dealing
with that fear.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, the President brought the airlines in
very early on, and we want to commend all of our great airlines
for continuing to operate where people needed to do essential

travel.

But to your point, Bret, 95 percent reduction in the number of

passengers. And it's one of the reasons why we're providing



financial assistance to those airlines. And I'd just say to that
hardworking American: that we're going to bring it back. And the
best thing we can do for airlines, the best thing we can do for
all American businesses is, as the President often says, is put
the coronavirus in the past. And the good news is that we're

doing that.

We -- we're watching the trends literally every day, county by
county, all across the country. In the hotspots, we're seeing
stabilization and declines. Hospitalizations are going

down. We've even seen, over the last five days, the death rate

has gone down. And again, one life lost is too many.

I just had a friend who lost her mom in Kentucky, and she grieved
that she couldn't be there to hold her hand when she went home to
be with the Lord.

But the fact that we are seeing declines again, it's a tribute to
the American people. And on the President's behalf and our whole
team's behalf, I just want to urge the American people, as we
continue to take important steps toward reopening our economy,
getting people able to travel and enjoy the great benefits of
this country and do business around America, we're going to do it
in the way the President described in that phased approach, where

we take careful measures to do it in a safe and responsible way.

But I'm absolutely convinced that, by early summer, we could --
we could have this economy beginning to move again. And with all
the tremendous advances we're making in medicine and what we've
learned in this healthcare, we'll get this economy roaring and

bring America all the way back.

Q I want to get to the next viewer, but I also want to ask
you, Secretary, a quick question. Some of these states that
have, you know, unfunded pension debt -- right? -- we're throwing

trillions of dollars at this effort to renew the country, renew



the economy -- should they get money i1if they have not taken good

care of their finances before this happened?

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: Well, we're not looking to bail out states
that were poorly managed. What we did do in the CARES Act, there
was $150 billion that was allocated to the states for coronavirus
expenses. One of the things the President just instructed me to
do -- and we sent out guidance on Friday -- that states can use
the money for policemen, firemen, first responders, without
limits. So we can make sure that none of those people who have
been fighting the frontlines in any way are impacted by the

states having lower revenues.

But the President is very clear: We're looking to help states,

but we're not bailing out states’ finances.

Q Carlia Alderman from Merritt Island, Florida, wants to know

this. Take a listen.

VIEWER: Hi, Mr. President. My husband and I both work at our
local church, and I think a lot of us churchgoers are Jjust
wondering when we might be able to get back to an in-person

church service. Do you have any idea when this might be?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope it's going to be very soon, because I'm
seeing things that I don't like seeing. I see some churches --
they are literally staying in their car with the window

closed. I guess 1t comes out through the radio, the

service. And they were getting arrested, and they're sitting in
a car, and the cars are even far away. And they say, "Close your
windows." So it has to come in electronically, and I'm saying,

"Why can't they do that?"

Or they'll go in a field, some field, and they'll be -- they'll
have a good minister, pastor, or could be a rabbi, could be a

person of faith, and what happens is, in some places -- not in



all places -- I would say in most places they really

sympathize. But I do.

And TI've been listening to services over the last four or five
weeks. Some very, very good people. And everybody knows who
I've been listening to. And we go different person. Last week
it was Cardinal Dolan at St Patrick's Cathedral, a place I'm very

familiar with. But we've had pastors and ministers.

I will say this: It's wonderful to watch people over a laptop,
but it's not like being at a church. And we have to get our

people back to churches, and we're going to start doing it soon.

Q The Attorney General sent a memo directing U.S. attorneys to
be on the lookout for health restrictions that could interfere
with constitutional rights. There are a lot of people who
cheered that because, you know, they do want to go back to
church, and as you're talking about. But there are others who
fear he might be encouraging people to do things that might be

unsafe at the time when some states are going up.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah. ©No, he's not -- well, there's not too many
states that I know of that are going up. Almost everybody is
headed in the right direction. I was with a man who got hit
very, very hard in many ways over the last little while: Phil
Murphy from New Jersey. People don't realize that's the single-
most dense state. And who would think that? But New Jersey is

very dense. It's the Manhattan overflow, the New York overflow.

And those numbers are now even coming -- because there's a very -
- I mean, not his fault. He's doing a really good job as
governor. I'll say it. He's a Democrat, and I'll say it. And
he's been through a lot, even himself, physically. You know, he
just went through a very big problem, as people know. I think
he's done a really good Jjob. And even those numbers are coming

down. New Jersey was really hit hard.



No, I think most of the numbers are coming down. We're on the
right side of it, but we want to keep it that way, but we also
want to get back to work. The people want to get back to

work. You know, I've seen it more and more -- people are saying
that also causes death. It causes drug addiction, it causes
suicides. 1It's a lot of death caused by that. There's no win
here. Just so we all understand, there is no win. This is not a

situation where there's a win.

But the job that this country has done, the people of this
country -- 1t's incredible what they've -- how they've endured,
how they've suffered. That's why we are, in terms of deaths --
it's a tremendous number. One is too many, right? I say it all
the time. But in terms of death, Bret, we're at the lower level
-—- the lowest level predicted, and we might not even hit

that. It may be lower than that. And sadly, that's all we can
do.

Q We're going to take a quick break, and our virtual town hall

will continue right after this. Stay with us.

(Commercial break begins.)

(Commercial break ends.)

Q Welcome back, everybody, to our Fox News Virtual Town Hall,

live here at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. President
Trump, Vice President Pence, and Secretary -- Treasury Secretary
Steve Mnuchin are with us this evening. And we're going to do a
lightning round of questions. Some short answers and some short

questions, as well.

But I want to start with you, President Trump. We're six months
away from the election today. A different world than when we

were all together in Scranton.



THE PRESIDENT: Very different. Right.

Q What kind of GDP, what kind of employment number do you
think you're going to need to get the support of the American

people in November?

THE PRESIDENT: Our country was sailing. I would tell people --
I would say, you know, "Can this continue?" We were doing the
greatest ever. The greatest economy in the history of any
country. Blowing away everybody, including China. And then we
had to close it. And my ambition is very quickly to get us back
to where we were. And I think we can do that very, very

quickly. Not if a Democrat comes in and raises taxes. They want
to raise everybody's taxes. We're doing the opposite. And the
payroll tax cut is very important for getting people back to

work.

What I want to do is: Number one, we're getting rid of the

virus. We have to do it. We're working with the

governors. We're getting rid of the virus. But we've got to put
our country back to work. All those people out there that are
protesting, they're -- they're right. They want to go back to
work. We want to go back to work quickly but safely. And that's
what's happening.

And then, next year, I think we're going to have a great economic
year. We're going to get our Jjobs back. And I'11 go a step
further: We have a transition third gquarter. We're going to have
a very good fourth quarter. We're going to have a great next

year.

Q So, we're six months to the day. When is the next Trump

rally? And will you wear a mask?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know. I mean, everybody wants the



rallies. The rallies -- we never had an empty seat, from the
time I came down the escalator with a person that became our
great First Lady -- who people really love, and they love her at

those rallies too. And she loves the people of this country.

We have to -- they are longing for the rallies. I get it all the
Time.

Q Mask or no mask, if you do it?

THE PRESIDENT: But you can't have a rally -- I don’t think we
can have a rally with an empty stadium, with nobody in there. 1In

other words, you know, you may be able to pull it off for
baseball or football or boxing or basketball. You can't pull off
a rally with 100 percent -- it wouldn't work out too well. So,
hopefully, we'll be able to do rallies in the last couple of
months. I mean, I would hope that within maybe the last couple

of months we'll be able to do rallies in various states.

Q Mr. Vice President, you went to the Mayo Clinic. You didn't
wear a mask. Your critics jumped on you for that. Then you went
to GM. You did wear a mask. Was that a concession to the

critics, or are you sending mixed signals there?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, from early on, the CDC has made it
clear that you wear a mask to prevent you from conveying the

coronavirus to other people. And since the President and I are

in the unique positions we're in, we're tested often. I didn’t
think --
Q We should point out that we're tested as well. That’s why

we're here without a mask as well.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, that’s right. Well, I didn’t think it
was necessary. But I should've worn the mask at the Mayo

Clinic. And I wore it when I visited the ventilator plant in



Indiana. And I think it's a -- it really is a statement about
the American people, the way people have been willing to step
forward, practice social distancing, wear masks in settings where

they can't do that.

And T Jjust have to tell you that I couldn't be more grateful to
see the way the American people responded. First, the President
called for ™15 Days to Slow the Spread,” and then “30 Days to
Slow the Spread.” And this was a great hardship on families and
on businesses large and small. But the American people did

it. It's made an immense difference. I believe it's saved
thousands of lives. And as we go forward, as we continue to
practice those principles, all of us together, I know we'll get

through this.

Q So, you were asked to speak at the West Point
graduation. There's been some pushback on that. Tammy

Duckworth, a veteran, said it would be reckless.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they’re a Democrat. A Democrat.

Q So, are you going to do it? And do you think that it's

worth the risk for those families and cadets?

THE PRESIDENT: There's no risk. Are you ready? They wanted me
to speak. I didn't want to speak. I -- you know, I love West
Point. I grew up near it. My school -- and you know where T
went to high school was right near West Point. New York Military

Acadenmy. So it was a mini West Point. Very mini.

But West Point is this incredible thing, incredible place. I love
it. I know it well because, you know, I spent a lot of time at
West Point. They wanted me to come and speak. Then they changed
the date. I believe it's June 13th. And it's my honor to speak,
but I didn't want to necessarily do it. What they're doing is
they're coming back a little bit early. They're going to be



fully tested. There’s -- they're going to be very, very spread

apart.

I said, "I want their families to be there." You know, Mike made
the commencement address. I did it last year at --

Q Alr Force.

THE PRESIDENT: -- the Air Force Academy. Mike did it this

year. There were no parents in a big stadium, and they were very
spread apart, and it was fine. But they asked me to do it, and I
agreed. The generals asked me, would I please do it. You know,
I'm the President of the United States. They wanted to have

it. The cadets all wanted it.

Q They would love to have you there.

Mr. President, last thing: What do you tell your kids and
grandkids about COVID-19, about this time? What do you tell

them?

THE PRESIDENT: I sat down with my son. I sat down with my
grandchildren. I said, "A terrible thing has happened. 1It's a
thing that we've never experienced." I said, "I guess, you could
go back, over 100 years, and you could go to 1917 and we
experienced it, but Europe experienced it much worse. It could
have been 100 million people died." But I said, "Something has
happened, but we're going to be strong, and we're going to get
out of it, and our country is going to be bigger and better and

stronger than ever before."

Q President Trump, Vice President Pence, Secretary Mnuchin,
thank you very much for your time. It's a real honor to be here
tonight.

Q Thank you all. Great to have you with us. An honor to have



all of you all here tonight.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: TIt's good to be with you.

THE PRESIDENT: My honor. Thank you.

Q And thank you for our viewers at home for watching. I'11 be

back here on Fox tomorrow, 6:00 p.m. Eastern for a “Special

Report.”

Q And I will see you tomorrow night at 7 o’clock Eastern with

“The Story.” Goodnight, everybody.

END 8:55 P.M. EDT
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/30/2020 5:48:33 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In town pool report #7a more Trump q&a

From: Liz Goodwin <liz.goodwin@globe.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 5:40 PM
Subject: In town pool report #7a more Trump q&a

The president took questions for 38 minutes.

Trump asked if he’s seen intelligence indicating with a high degree of confidence that the virus originated
from a Wuhan Lab. “Yes I have,” he says.

But later says “there’s a lot of theories.” “We’re going to see where it is, we're going to see where it comes

from.”

Asked how he feels confident it came from the Wuhan lab, Trump says: “I'm not allowed to tell you that.”

Is he demanding inspection of the lab? “So far I think China is trying to somewhat transparent with us.”

On Kim jong un: “Well I understand what’s going on...I just hope everything is going to be fine” says he

can’t talk about his condition now

On aid for states: “The democrats have come to us and they’d like to do a phase 4” bill with bailouts for
states. .. “They happen to be democratic states” it’s California, NY and Illinois. “the republican states are
doing very well. Maybe the democrats should have brought this up earlier”

“I think we want to take a little bit of a pause but if we do that we have to get something for it.”

Trump says he hasn’t decided on whether he’s wearing a mask for his Arizona trip next week. “I have no

problem wearing a mask.”

Liz Goodwin

M:409-789-2587



liz.goodwin@globe.com

@lizcgoodwin
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

4/26/2020 7:47:08 PM

Lenihan, Keagan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]
DAILY GUIDANCE AND PRESS SCHEDULE FOR MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2020

=2

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 26, 2020

DAILY GUIDANCE AND PRESS SCHEDULE FOR

In-Town Pool

MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2020

Wires: AP, Reuters, Bloomberg

Wire Photos: AP, Reuters, AFP, NYT
TV Corr & Crew: NBC

Print: Washington Times

Radio: VOA

EDT

11:00AM

2:00PM

In-House Pool Call Time

THE PRESIDENT participates in a Governors’ Video

Teleconference on COVID-19 Response and Economic Revival

Situation Room

Closed Press

4:00PM
response

Cabinet Room

Closed Press

Briefing Schedule

THE PRESIDENT meets with industry executives on COVID-19



5:00PM Members of the Coronavirus Task Force hold a press briefing
James S. Brady Briefing Room

On Camera

HHEH
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 5/28/2020 4:13:29 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In-town #13 — Trump on southern border, gather called for EO event

From: Thomas Howell <thowell@washingtontimes.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 3:35 PM

Subject: In-town #13 — Trump on southern border, gather called for EO event

"We're setting records on the border in terms of low numbers, very few people are getting in and when
they are we will be taking them immediately out," Trump said.

"We're using emergency powers," he said.

"Mexico is having a very, very hard time, as you know, with COVID, especially along the border, Tijuana

and various places along the border," Trump said.

"Fortunately we have brand-new wall along there, and the wall is saving us," Trump said.

Plans to have 400 miles of border wall by end of the year, and eyes 500 miles by early next year

Tom Howell Jr.

White House correspondent
The Washington Times
240.305.8592 (mobile)

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of

the individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and confidential,
the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the material in this

e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/28/2020 4:22:55 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In Town Pool Report #17 - End of East Room Event

From: Hunter Walker <hunter.walker@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 4:20 PM
Subject: In Town Pool Report #17 - End of East Room Event

Trump next took questions from the press. He began by noting your pooler had apologized for
incorrectly stating South Korea has done more tests per capita than the US earlier today. The US passed
South Korea earlier this month. Trump said it was "very nice" of the pooler to correct and apologize.

Your pooler noted we regret the error.

The president was asked if there would be additional direct payments to people.

"I like the idea of payroll tax cuts," he said.

Trump then said he assumed the "next question" would be about aid to states.

"The problem with the stares is we're not looking to recover 25 years of bad management,” Trump

said.

Trump said we could "talk about"” money for states if it' "covid related" but he'd want to see things

"including sanctuary city adjustments."

Trump then said he would be signing the executive order on food supply liabilities in the "next hour or

"

SO.

The president then talked about testing. He said the country is "really doing a great job on testing" and
"hasn't been given the kind of credit that it deserves.” He noted that "last month it was about

ventilators."

"I notice the testing is starting to die down because we now have the best testing in the world," said

Trump.



Trump was then asked about reports Mitch McConnell doesn't want to fund infrastructure through a

corona stimulus.

"He likes infrastructure. We all do. ... We want to do infrastructure,” Trump said.

Trump then criticized money spent in the Middle East and suggested that had beeb wasted while

potholes are not repaired.

The president was asked if he'd spoken to any families who lost loved ones and whether he'd been

touched by any particular stories.

"I know many stories ... I've spoken to three, maybe four families," Trump said.

The president said he'd lost multiple personal friends.

"It's a bad death. ... It's a bad thing. ... It grips on to some people,” he said.

Trump noted young people seem to fare better and expressed some support for reopening schools.

"Computer learning is wondeful .. but it's not the same thing as being in a classroom," said Trump.

As he concluded, Trump pointed to Michael from the coffee shop.

"This guy right here is the biggesr star in the room," Trump said. "I vote for you."

Michael stood, bowed, and waved. He urged the president to visit the coffee shop in Annapolis.

"Be careful that could happen,” Trump said, adding, "He's stolen the show."

As Trump was leaving Michael and the shop owner went up to him. Michael again asked him to visit.

Trump said, "I may do that." He suggested the press would vilify him if he doesn't visit.

"Get it ready,” Trump said of the store.

The president left the East Room at about 4:08 pm.



Hunter Walker

White House Correspondent
Yahoo News

Twitter: @hunterw

Secure Tip Line: hunterwalker@protonmail.com
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/24/2020 11:26:49 AM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: Pool Report #3 — Kudlow gaggle

From: Chris Johnson <cjohnson@washblade.com>
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 11:25 AM
Subject: Pool Report #3 — Kudlow gaggle

Larry Kudlow held a gaggle after a TV appearance. Your pooler missed the first part, but was told

nothing substantive was missed.

Listen: >htips://otter.ai/s/hwzsufQISoGITPT ¢ Oh0OQ<

A main topic at the beginning was Kudlow arguing businesses shouldn't be held liable if a

customer later tests positive for COVID-19.

"I don't think there should be a lawsuit. I think we should help them now. We may help them with
assistance if they go to a hospital or provider, government, federal, state, local to pay for it. It's not a

lawsuit. That's my point. It's not a lawsuit."”

Kudlow acknowledged the states could ensure that, but added, "some of it can be done through
executive order or regulatory changes. Some of it might require legislation. We're looking at it right

now. We're looking at all the options."

On federal bailout for states vs. McConnell idea of bankruptcy:

"I think what Senator McConnell says is very important because he's raising an issue —

we spent a lot of money," but ultimately "I'm not saying one way or the other."

Kudlow added he'd like to see "some incentives for growth," which could consist of low tax rates,

payroll tax cut, 100 percent deductions for business expenses.

In response to final Q on whether the immigration ban will help the economy:

"I'll get a pass on that. The president believes a lot of unemployed Americans will be helped, but I got to

"

go.



Chris Johnson

Washington Blade

Chief Political & White House Reporter
Follow me on Twitter:

>https://twitter.com/chrisjohnson82<
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

4/28/2020 6:59:52 PM

Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Memorandum on Providing Continued Federal Support for Governors' Use of the National Guard to Respond to

COVID-19 and to Facilitate Economic Recovery

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 28, 2020

April 28, 2020

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY

SUBJECT: Providing Continued Federal Support for
Governors' Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-19 and

to Facilitate Economic Recovery

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act,
42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the "Stafford Act"), and section 502 of
title 32, United States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States

to take measures to assist State Governors under the Stafford Act



in their responses to all threats and hazards to the American
people in their respective States. On March 13, 2020, I declared
a national emergency recognizing the threat that COVID-19, the
disease caused by the novel (new) coronavirus known as SARS-CoV-2
("the virus"), and the virus poses to the Nation's healthcare
systems. I also determined that same day that the COVID-19
outbreak constituted an emergency, of nationwide scope, pursuant
to section 501 (b) of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C.

5191 (b)). Considering the profound and unique public health
risks posed by the ongoing outbreak of COVID-19, the need for
close cooperation and mutual assistance between the Federal
Government and the States is greater than at any time in recent
history. This need remains as the United States continues to
battle the public health threat posed by the virus, while
transitioning to a period of increased economic activity and
recovery in those areas of the Nation where the threat posed by
the virus has been sufficiently mitigated. To provide maximum
support to the Governor of the State of North Dakota as he makes
decisions about the responses required to address local
conditions in his jurisdiction with respect to combatting the
threat posed by the virus and, where appropriate, facilitating
its economic recovery, I am taking the actions set forth in

sections 2, 3, and 4 of this memorandum:

Sec. 2. One Hundred Percent Federal Cost Share. To

maximize assistance to the Governor of the State of North Dakota
to facilitate Federal support with respect to the use of National
Guard units under State control, I am directing the Federal
Fmergency Management Agency (FEMA) of the Department of Homeland
Security to fund 100 percent of the emergency assistance
activities associated with preventing, mitigating, and responding
to the threat to public health and safety posed by the virus that
North Dakota undertakes using its National Guard forces, as
authorized by sections 403 (42 U.S.C. 5170b) and 503 (42 U.S.C.
5193) of the Stafford Act.



Sec. 3. Support of Operations or Missions to Prevent and

Respond to the Spread of COVID-19. I am directing the Secretary

of Defense, to the maximum extent feasible and consistent with
mission requirements (including geographic proximity), to request
pursuant to 32 U.S.C. 502 (f) that the Governor of the State of
North Dakota order National Guard forces to perform duty to
fulfill mission assignments, on a fully reimbursable basis, that
FEMA issues to the Department of Defense for the purpose of
supporting State and local emergency assistance efforts under the

Stafford Act.

Sec. 4. Termination and Extension. The 100 percent Federal

cost share for the State of North Dakota's use of National Guard
forces authorized pursuant to this memorandum shall extend to,
and shall be available for orders of any length authorizing duty

through, May 31, 2020.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this

memorandum shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive

department or agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or

legislative proposals.

(b) This memorandum shall be implemented consistent with

applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations.

(c¢) This memorandum is not intended to, and does not,
create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its

officers, employees, or agents, or any other person.



(d) The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed to

publish this memorandum in the Federal Register.

DONALD J. TRUMP

HAH
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From: White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

Sent: 4/28/2020 12:17:34 PM

To: Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Subject: In Town Pool Report #7 - More From Oval

From: Hunter Walker <hunter.walker@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 12:04 PM
Subject: In Town Pool Report #7 - More From Oval

President Trump just said he would be criticized by the press no matter how many tests were given. He

suggested press would say "you should have tested 325 million people 37 times."

DeSantis said he was in touch closely with Jared Kushner about his states needs. Kushner is behind the

press with Mark Meadows.

The president was just asked about the food supply chain. He said he will be signing an executive order

today to address "liability problems" in the food supply.

Trump is now being asking if he was "warned" about the threat from coronavirus in January and

February.

"Probably a lot more than the Democrats because a month later Nancy Pelosi was saying let's dance in

the streets of Chinatown," Trump said.

Trump is now touting his "ban on China."

When asked if he was "getting warnings" in the PDB Trump said "I would have to check" the dates.

"Whether it was luck, talent, or something else, we saved many thousands of lives," said Trump.

Jon Karl is now noting 40,000 people still came in from China, mostly American citizens. He is asking

if more steps should have been taken to monitor them.

DeSantis piped in and said "that was very much in Florida." He said the state viewed it as a "China deal"

at the time though eventually he blamed New York for bringing it to Florida.



Hunter Walker

White House Correspondent
Yahoo News
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Secure Tip Line: hunterwalker@protonmail.com
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THE PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you very much. And I’m honored to be
joined by representatives of many great American retail
companies, some of the greatest companies anywhere in the

world. And we’re talking today about different things, and --
including distribution and medical diagnostics, et

cetera. You’ll see in a second, they’re going to say hello.

Forty-five days ago, many of you joined me in the Rose Garden to
launch a new partnership with the private sector to dramatically
increase and accelerate America’s capacity to test for the

coronavirus. We’ve made such strides, like it wouldn’t even be -

- you wouldn’t even believe it.



We just had a call with the governors, and I guess they were just
about all on the call, and evervbody was very happy. And the
testing is going really well, and we’re beating -- we’re doing
more than anybody else. Probably some of you were on that call -
- even though you weren’t supposed to be, but I'm sure you

were. And the testing itself is going very well. No complaints.

Since then, what we’ve achieved is really nothing short of
amazing. The United States now holds the world record for
testing and by a lot. We’ve conducted more than 5.4 million
tests -- more than any other country anywhere in the world. And
we’re actually growing it very rapidly. You probably heard those

numbers just came out.

After encouraging governors for several weeks to leverage unused
testing capacity in their states, last week we provided contact
information for specific labs where they could find additional
testing and capacity. Within 48 hours, the number of tests

performed across the country began to skyrocket.

Early in April, the United States averaged approximately 150,000
tests per day. That’s up very, very substantially from a couple
of weeks before. And the 150,000 a day has gone to way over
200,000 tests per day since Wednesday. This includes a 122
percent testing increase in Michigan, 124 percent increase in
Maryland, and many other locations are right in that vicinity and

some are a little bit higher than that.

To provide further guidance and support to the states, today we
are releasing our blueprint for state testing plans and rapid
response programs. Together, we’re accelerating testing for
Americans at retail locations across the country, and especially
in our African American and Hispanic communities. We’re going

very, very strong in those communities.



There are currently 73 retail sites -- testing sites in 25 states
in those are- -- in those specific areas, and we’re increasing it
very substantially. A lot of -- a lot of progress has been made
for African American testing, Hispanic American testing, and

Asian American testing.

So I look forward to hearing from each of these incredible
business people who have worked so strongly with us right from
the beginning. I -- think of it: It was only 45 days ago that we

got together and so much progress has been made.

And T thought maybe we’d go around the room and they’d say just a
couple of words. And then we’re having a news conference in the
Rose Garden, because we have a lot of these folks are going to be
joining us and they’ll say something out there. They’ve got a
big gift to our nation and to the people from some of the

companies, and I appreciate it.

Maybe we’ll start off with a very small company -- a very small,

little retailing company known as Walmart, headed by a great

guy.

Doug, please.

MR. MCMILLON: Doug McMillon with Walmart. Nice to see you all.

MR. MERLO: Larry Merlo, CVS Health.

MR. RUSCKOWSKI: Steve Rusckowski, Quest Diagnostics.

MR. ASHWORTH: Richard Ashworth, Walgreens.

MR. CASPER: Marc Casper, Thermo Fisher Scientific.

MR. SCHECHTER: Adam Schechter, LabCorp.



MR. MCMULLEN: Rodney McMullen, Kroger.

MR. NIMS: John Nims, U.S. Cotton.

MS. DONIGAN: Heyward Donigan, Rite Aid.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay. And we know this gentleman,
right? (Laughter.) So tremendous progress is made and we'll be

talking to you in a little while out at the news conference.

Mike, would you have anything to say?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, just a word of thanks, Mr.

President. 1It's remarkable to think: You speak about 45 days
ago, when we brought many of these retailers together with these
remarkable commercial labs, and we built on a public-private

partnership that you forged early in the coronavirus epidemic.

Mr. President, when we first sat down, at your direction, with
these great commercial labs on March the 4th, our country had
conducted roughly 25,000 coronavirus tests. Today, that number
is 5.4 million. And with the support of companies like CVS
Health and Walmart, Walgreens, Target and others, we're now
scaling that, working with governors as they implement their

testing plans.

And it really is what you said early on, Mr. President: This is a
whole-of-America approach. You brought all of America's best
together -- our retailers brought together, our commercial

laboratories —-- and the results speak for themselves.

As we heard on the call with the governors today, governors are
rapidly expanding testing across the states as they move toward a
phased and a responsible reopening of their state and this

nation's economy.



So I'm just -- I'm glad to be back with this group, Mr.
President. I know how grateful you are for the collaboration
around this table. And I look forward to hearing how we can
continue to build even more momentum in the progress that we're
making as a nation, working with these great retailers and
working with these extraordinary commercial labs that have done

so much for America in such a short period of time.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mike. We'll see you outside

at the news conference. Thank you very much.

END 4:15 P.M. EDT
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The president’s 4 p.m. meeting with industry executives in the Cabinet room will be opened to the

restricted in-house pool.
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Pool Report #6 - Remarks in Oval Office

From: Chris Johnson <cjohnson@washblade.com>

Date: April 24, 2020 at 12:25:38 PM EDT
Subject: Pool Report #6 - Remarks in Oval Office

Pool escorted into the Oval Office at 12:10.

Listen: >htips://otter.ai/s/hwzsufOISoGITPT g OQh0OQ<

POTUS was seated at his desk. Among the officials behind him were VPOTUS, Munchin
and head of SBA Jovita Carranza. Also present are Reps. Liz Cheney, Kevin McCatrhy

and Steve Scalise as well as Sen. John Cornyn. No McConnell.

Reading from remarks, POTUS promotes HR 266 as means to grant economic relief:
“Great for small businesses, great for the workers”
POTUS makes a point will “extend relief to thousands of African-American and Hispanic

American business owners.”

POTUS also touts task force work on COVID-19:

“We're making thousands and thousands of ventilators.”

Says excess of ventilators allows for donation to other countries.

Asks VPOTUS about tests. VPOTUS says 5.1 million. POTUS says more than other
countries.

VPOTUS adds it was 80,000 tests a month ago.

POTUS says Honduras president said country in “quagmire” over testing, asked for help.

POTUS also talks work on border wall:

“A country has to have to have borders, and you don’t have borders if you have people



pouring in by the tens of thousands.”

VPOTUS delivers marks:
Says administration now encouraging hospitals to hold elective surgeries
“We're encouraging states around the country to restart elective surgery wherever

possible even on a county by county basis.”

POTUS asks Scalise what was vote on bill.
Scalise informs him number. POTUS asks about Senate. When told it was unanimous,

POTUS predicts Dems will criticize him for singing bill.

Scalise touts bill, estimates it will save 30 million people from going on unemployment.
McCarthy commends POTUS and Americans in remarks. Cornyn also commends POTUS,
followed by Cheney.

More to come...

Chris Johnson

Washington Blade

Chief Political & White House Reporter
Follow me on Twitter:

>https://twitter.com/chrisjohnson82<

Unsubscribe

The White House - 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW - Washington, DC 20500 - USA - 202-456-1111



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

White House Press Office [info@mail.whitehouse.gov]

4/27/2020 9:31:00 PM

Lenihan, Keagan [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ee7320ee8c184d66bfd521b0105d17d2-Keagan.Leni]

Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing |
April 27, 2020

[ e mem e e e |

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 27, 2020

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP,
AND VICE PRESIDENT PENCE,
AND MEMBERS OF THE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE
IN PRESS BRIEFING

Rose Garden

5:38 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you. Today I’d like
to provide you with an update in our war against the
coronavirus. Thanks to our comprehensive strategy and
extraordinary devotion to our citizens -- we’ve had such
tremendous support all over -- we continue to see encouraging

signs of progress.

Cases in New York area, New Orleans, Detroit, Boston, and Houston
are declining. Denver, Seattle, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,
Atlanta, Nashville, Indianapolis, and St. Louis are all stable
and declining. All parts of the country are either in good

shape, getting better. 1In all cases, getting better. And we're



seeing very little that we’re going to look at as a superseding
hotspot. Things are moving along. Really, a horrible situation

that we’ve been confronted with, but they’re moving along.

As we express our gratitude for these hard-fought gains, however,
we continue to mourn with thousands of families across the
country whose loved ones have been stolen from us by the
invisible enemy. We grieve by their side as one family -- this

great American family. And we do grieve.

We also stand in solidarity with the thousands of Americans who
are 111 and waging a brave fight against the virus. We’re doing
everything in our power to heal the sick and to gradually re-open
our nation, and to safely get our people back to work. They want
to get back to work, and they want to get back to work

soon. There’s a hunger for getting our country back, and it’s

happening, and it’s happening faster than people would think.

Ensuring the health of our economy is vital to ensuring the
health of our nation. These goals work in tandem. They work

side by side.

It’s clear that our aggressive strategy to slow the spread has
been working and is saving countless lives. For those who are
infected, we have taken unprecedented action to ensure they have
the highest level of care anywhere in the world. The federal
government has built more than 11,000 extra beds, shipped or
delivered hundreds of millions of pieces of personal protective
equipment, as you know -- in fact, some of the people here are
going to be talking about it; some of our greatest executives --
some of the greatest anywhere in the world -- and distributed

over 10,000 ventilators.

And we now have, in a very short period of time -- many have been
delivered, and hundreds of thousands are being built. And

frankly, every governor has more ventilators right now than they



know what to do with. They’re actually shipping them to
different locations, and we’re shipping some to our allies and
others throughout the world, because we have ventilators like --
the job that they’ve done in getting this very complex piece of
equipment built is actually incredible. You don’t hear about

ventilators anymore except in a positive way.

We’ve launched the most ambitious testing effort, likewise, on
Earth. The United States has now conducted more than 5.4 million
tests -- nearly double the number tested in any other

country. More than twice as much as any other country. Think of

that.

Moments ago, I came from a meeting with some of our nation’s
largest retailers, including Walmart, Walgreens, CVS, Rite Aid,
and Kroger. We’re joined by leaders of those great

companies. And we also have with us the leaders from the world’s
top medical diagnostics companies and suppliers: Thermo Fisher,
LabCorp, Quest, U.S. Cotton, and the American Clinical Laboratory

Association. These are great -- great companies.

These private-sector leaders, along with others such as Roche,
Abbott, Becton Dickinson, Hologic, and Cephe-- Cepheid, have been
exceptional partners in an unprecedented drive to expand the
states’ capabilities and our country's capabilities. The job
they've done has been incredible. The testing that's been
developed and being developed right now has been truly an amazing

thing.

I want to thank Abbott Laboratories for the job they've done. I
want to thank Roche. And in particular, those two have really
stepped forward. Abbott with a five-minute test that people can
take, and in five minutes they know what the -- what the answer

is.

I'd like to ask, if I could, the executives of these great



companies -- and they are -- they have really helped us a lot
over the last 45-day period. We're talking about a 45-day period
when many of us met. And since then, what Walmart and the others

have done has been nothing short of amazing.

So I just want to ask them to come forward and say a few words
about their company. Plus, they're going to make a big

contribution to our country.

Please. Come forward, please. Thank you.

MR. RUSCKOWSKI: Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you for --
all of you for being here today. And what we'd like to talk

about is the progress we've made.

The last time we were here was March 13th, and we've made
tremendous progress. And none of that progress could be made
without the 47,000 people at Quest Diagnostics that are working
around the clock, working up the test and running the test and

delivering the results that we need.

As far as results, we’ve made tremendous progress. We are
currently, at Quest Diagnostics, testing about 50,000 tests per
day. We've been pushed by the task force to bring up that number
by the end of May. We'll have 100,000 tests per day -- about 3
million tests -- and these are the molecular tests that we do

today.

We have also brought up seroclogical testing. We started that
this past week, and by the end of May, we'll be close to 250,000
a day, about 7,000 a month. So you put those two numbers
together, and it's about 10 million tests by the end of May that

we'll be doing at Quest Diagnostics.

We're doing that also in a quicker way. Turnaround times were

somewhat of an issue in the early days. We've reduced that to



one to two days. Our turnaround time for people in beds --
hospital beds -- is less than 24 hours. And we're doing that in
the same way we've done it with the FDA and with CLIA, delivering
the quality that you all expect. And convenience will improve,
as well, with convenient solutions that we’ll be able to swab
individuals more easily and also deliver to consumer -- the
ability to have consumers choose a test online with a telehealth

provider.

So with that, I’'d like to offer my colleague the podium as well.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MR. SCHECHTER: Mr. President, thank you very much for your
leadership and for having us all here today. Our scientists and
our lab technicians are working day and night in order to do as
many tests as we possibly can for the American public and to turn

those tests around as quickly as possible.

Just 45 days ago, we said we could do several thousand tests a
day. We can now do 60,000 tests a day, and we're continuing to

expand that capacity every single day.

In addition, our scientists are working to make testing more
convenient and easier. We have the swabs now that are much
smaller than the original ones that we originally launched with,
but we also have the Pixel by LabCorp at-home test. That test,
right now, is for healthcare workers on the frontline and first
responders, but we will be rolling that out much more broadly
over the coming weeks, and we're going to roll it out with

absolutely no upfront cost for the individual consumers.

At the same time, we are building our capacity for serology
testing, and we can currently do about 50,000 today, and we'll be
able to do several hundred thousand per day by the middle of

May. And we're going to be working with the retailers -- our



colleagues that are here today -- to help them as they expand

their testing capabilities across the entire country.

And lastly, Mr. President, we have a rather large drug
development business, and we will continue to work with our
colleagues in the pharmaceutical and the biotech -- biotechnology
industry to ensure we do everything we possibly can to enroll
clinical trials fast so that we can get new treatments and

potential wvaccines.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you very

much. Please, go ahead. Please.

MR. CASPER: Mr. President, thank you and thank -- and thank the
administration for all of the collaboration to enable Thermo
Fisher Scientific to be able to produce the test kits that
companies like LabCorp and Quest and the public health labs

around the world run.

We met our original commitments of producing 5 million kits a
week, and we're up to scaling that to double that in the coming

weeks in terms of supporting testing around the world.

I'd like to thank my 75,000 colleagues around the world for their
tireless effort to make that a reality and supporting all of --
all of our customers to have the testing necessary to get America

back to work.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Great job.

MR. NIMS: Thank you, Mr. President. I’'m John Nims with U.S.
Cotton, and we are the company that is going to produce the swabs
to be used in these testing kits. We have about 1,200 people in

our company. And in our Cleveland operation, they have pivoted



from, as you've said, the Q-tip-style swab to a swab that's going
to have a plastic stick with a polyester tip so that they can be

assembled into these kits.

Our Cleveland team has done a wonderful job with this, and I'm

very -- they're very excited to be able to help in this effort.

So thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Great job.

MR. MERLO: Mr. President, thank you. I'm Larry Merlo with CVS
Health. And it was just over a month ago that we opened up our
first drive-through test site. And since that time, we have
opened large-scale testing facilities across five states in
partnership with the administration and working with the
governors of Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Georgia,

and Michigan.

And these sites are enabling us to test approximately 1,000
individuals a day with real-time results. We now have a capacity
to test about 35,000 individuals each week. And this afternoon,

we announced plans to expand that capacity even further.

Beginning in May, we will install testing capabilities in up to
1,000 CVS pharmacies. We'll be using our drive-throughs and our
parking lots with swab testing. So again, you'll see that coming

online, you know, in May.

And we also recognize the fact that the virus is
disproportionately affecting our minority communities. So we're
working in partnership with organizations like the National
Medical Association to bring testing and care into the

traditionally underserved communities.

We're also beginning to implement mobile capabilities with which



to do that. And as businesses are restarting their workforce,
we'll also be looking to assist them, you know, as they begin to

come back to a normal operation.

And finally, as my other colleagues, I Jjust want to thank my CVS
colleagues. They have done a phenomenal job in terms of helping
people in many different ways all across communities in the
country. And they're part of this army of healthcare
professionals and, you know, front-store and, you know, first-
line supervisors and workers that are doing terrific things to
bring our country together. And, for that, we owe them a huge

amount of gratitude.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Great job. Thank you.

MR. ASHWORTH: Thank you, Mr. President. Appreciate the
invitation to be here today. And it was just 45 days ago when we
were here. I'm Richard Ashworth. I oversee Walgreens in the
U.S. And I just want to start off -- Larry, like you -- thanking
the over 200,000 Walgreen team members who are in stores every
day all across America, taking care of our patients and our
customers -- you know, giving them essential daily needs; the
prescriptions, obviously, that they need; and even COVID testing

while we're here.

We also announced today we'll be expanding our testing
capabilities across all states, including Puerto Rico. We'll be
able to triple the volume that we do now, in partnership with our

lab partners, and we're excited to be able to do that.

We're really excited with the public-private partnership that we
have here, because that’s what’s enabling us to do this, and we
look forward to working with the additional states to get these

sites up and running as fast as possible.



As a pharmacist, I just want to say one quick thing: I'm really
proud to be part of this profession. And not just Walgreens
pharmacists and pharmacy employees, but all of them, across
grocery -- mass, independents. You're really doing what you
should be doing and what you went to school for: to help
patients, counseling them on their medicines, and helping them

understand the problems that we're facing.

You know, pharmacy is right here in it with everyone, together in
the community, and we look forward to being part of the testing
like we are now; serology, whatever that might look like in the

future; and eventually treatment when the vaccine does come.

So thank you, Mr. President, for the opportunity.

THE PRESIDENT: Great job. Thank you very much.

MR. ASHWORTH: Thank vyou.

MR. MCMULLEN: Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Mr. Vice
President. We appreciate all you're doing to get America back to

work and doing it safely.

I represent Kroger, and my name is Rodney McMullen, and I am so
proud of our nearly half a million associates that are doing
everything, every day, to keep customers safe and our associates

safe.

And one of the things that we were able to do is provide the
basic practices we're doing. We call it “blueprint.” And it's
the things that all of us can learn from on how to get America

back working.

We also announced earlier today, continuing to accelerate our

practice on testing. We are actively engaged in six



states. Next -- in the next couple of weeks, we’ll take that to
12 states, and the number of tests that we do continues to grow

faster than that.

Together, we will win. Together, we will solve this problem and

move on. America i1s always great. Thank you again.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you.

MR. MCMILLON: Thank you, Mr. President. My name is Doug
McMillon. I'm a Walmart associate. And I too would like to
start by thanking our associates for everything that they're

doing in our stores, Sam's Clubs, distribution centers, and in

our e-commerce fulfillment centers. They've been inspiring and
continue to have a can-do attitude and step up. It's much
appreciated.

We started 45 days ago, as did everyone else, and we've been
operating sites for a while now. We're now up to 20 sites across
11 states. By the end of next week, we'll be to 45, and by the
end of the May -- end of May, we'll be at 100.

We also -- a few weeks ago, Vice President Pence and I were in a
distribution center in Virginia -- a food distribution
center. He was kind enough to come and thank our associates for

us there, which is much appreciated.

And the President and Vice President were speaking on the phone
about surgical gowns, and the President asked if we could put in
an order for millions of surgical gowns. And we don't normally
buy those, so I wasn't sure 1if we were going to be able to do
that. But I'd like to thank our apparel team, and McKesson in
particular, for partnering with us. We've been able to, in the
month of April, secure an additional two and a half million
surgical gowns. And by the end of May, we'll have an additional

© million available to help.



So thank you for the opportunity to serve and for being here.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Doug. Great job. Thank you.

MS. DONIGAN: Thank you, Mr. President, and thanks to the team
for getting this great operation up and running for the benefit
of the country. I'm Heyward Donigan with Rite Aid. And we are
currently operating 40 percent of the current test sites in 25

locations across eight states.

And we had the -- I had the opportunity, as I was driving up, to
stop at our Richmond location and see the testing in action and
thank the associates -- whether it be security or pharmacy front
end, everybody who's helping with this great effort and all of
the customers that appreciate this so much. It was really

amazing to see.

And T want to thank my 50,000 associates also for keeping these
retail locations up and running during these really, really tough
times. It's been quite amazing. And we too are going to expand

our testing, and we're doing about 1,500 a day.

Thanks.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

So thank you all very much. It's incredible what we've done
together over a short period of time. I want to thank our Vice
President for the task force and the work. Every day, it gets
better.

And we had a fantastic goal with the governors today, and I would
say that they are as -- as thrilled as they can be, considering
that the fact is that there has been so much unnecessary death in

this country. It could have been stopped and it could have been



stopped short, but somebody a long time ago, it seems, decided
not to do it that way. And the whole world is suffering because

of it -- 184 countries at least.

But I want to thank all of these great businessmen and women for
the job they've done. They have been fantastic with us, working
with us. And, as you know, for several weeks, my administration
has encouraged the governors to leverage unused testing capacity
in states. Very few understood that we have tremendous

capacity.

Then, one week ago, we provided each governor with a list of
names, addresses, and phone numbers of the labs where they could
find additional testing capacity in their states. Within 48
hours, the number of tests performed across the country began to

absolutely skyrocket.

On Saturday alone, more than 200,000 test results were reported,
which is a gigantic number -- bigger than any country anywhere in
the world for a much longer period of time; a number that is an
increase earlier in the month when we tested roughly less than
100,000 a day. So we much more than doubled it, and that will be
doubling again very shortly.

We are continuing to rapidly expand our capacity and confident
that we have enough testing to begin reopening. And the
reopening process -- we want to get our country open. And the
testing is not going to be a problem at all. In fact, it's going

to be one of the great assets that we have.

Today we're releasing additional guidance on testing to inform
the states as they develop their plans for a phased and very safe
reopening. Our blueprint describes how states should unlock
their full capacity, expand the number of testing platforms,
establish monitoring systems to detect local outbreaks, and

conduct contact tracing. We have it all.



Other countries are calling to find out what are we doing and how
do you do it. And we're helping them. We're dealing with a lot
of countries, helping them on testing, just like we did on the

ventilators.

I directed our Medicare program to make it easier for seniors to
get the testing that they need. And the pharmacies -- as you
know, we are allowing pharmacies now to do testing. And we have
other testing locations that we're going to be allowing also, but
having pharmacies get involved in testing is a very big

deal. We're also asking governors to do the same in their
Medicaid program. So they're going to be able and authorized to

do the same in Medicaid. So it's a big -- that's a big deal.

So we're deploying the full power and strength of the federal
government to help states, cities -- to help local government get
this horrible plague over with and over with fast. There’s
tremendous energy in our country right now. There’s energy like
people haven't seen in a long time -- a spirit that they have not
seen. And we're doing very well -- very well -- considering what
happened to us and considering if you look at what happened to

others.

This is something that the world has not seen for a long, long
time. You can probably go back to 1917, where it was a terrible
period of time. You all know what happened in 1917. That's over

100 years ago.

With that, I'd like to introduce, if I might -- Dr. Birx, if you
could come up. And then, Admiral, you'll come up. And between
the two of you, you’ll explain the entire process and how much

progress we've made and where we're going.

Thank you very much. Thank you.



DR. BIRX: Thank you, Mr. President. So the blueprint lays out
the roles and responsibilities to enhance our partnership between
the private sector and the public sector, bringing together state
and local governments with the federal government to ensure that

we can accomplish and achieve our core principles and objectives.

If we can have the first slide. The core elements of the testing
plan include both three elements: robust diagnostic testing plans
developed in partnerships with state -- and I just really want to
thank the governors and the health officials, both at the state
and local levels who have been working with us day and night to
work through these issues, and also all the laboratory directors
in many of those states, as well as the American Society for
Microbiology, who have been working with us to ensure that the

prlans were efficient and effective.

Within the robust diagnostic testing plans, it was really
unlocking the full capacity of the state: increasing the number
of testing planforms -- we now have multiple tests for different
platforms; increasing the ability to collect samples; increasing
testing and laboratory supplies; and ensuring that we work
together to make sure that every client receives the test that

they need.

This is added with timely monitoring systems. And what do I mean
by that? Systems where we bring together the ability to not only
diagnose the symptomatic, but proactively and interactively work
with individuals that we know are at higher risk. We've worked
with states to look at where the outbreaks have occurred when
they're not in the large metros, and we see that it occurs very
often in places of close settings, among our Native Americans and
among our long-term care facilities. So an active monitoring

program that's active, integrated, and innovative.

And then combining this with the third element, which is the

rapid response program, relying on CDC to be working with state



and local governments to ensure that every symptomatic case --
and, critically, the asymptomatic cases -- are quickly tracked
and traced to ensure that we can not only control this epidemic,

but predict outbreaks before they expand.

And then, finally, the plan includes an approach of using science
and technology to develop even newer platforms, more efficient
testing, really ensuring that the antibody tests that are
utilized and recommended by both FDA and CDC have high quality
and predicting both exposure to the virus and antibody

development.

And then, finally, working on innovative tests that could be high
throughput and point-of-care -- an antigen-based test or a point-

of-care expanded nucleic acid test.

Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Very good. Thank you. Good job.

Admiral, please.

ADMIRAL GIROIR: Thank you, Mr. President. And thank vyou,

Ambassador Birx. If I could have the next slide, please.

I want to spend just a couple minutes about telling -- going over
where we've been, but more importantly where we're going. I
think we all can understand how we can group this into three

distinct phases.

First is our launch phase, when we were really engaging the
emerging epidemic and the types of things we need to do. For
example, mobilize the private sector to develop tests and have
EUAs. And I think you know, over the past two months, the FDA
has issued 67 emergency use authorizations, which is far

outpacing anything that has been done or could ever have been



imagined. Galvanizing the research community and the commercial
labs -- the reason why we're here with ACLA labs, having done
about 3 million tests, is because of that day when it was

galvanized by the President and the Vice President.

We also set models in the community. Those first community-based
testing sites that were federally supported and, really, under
the direction of the U.S. Public Health Service -- people who had
been in Japan, testing people on the Diamond Princess, to assure
that it would be done right and it would be done safely for

everyone involved.

Then we moved to, really, scaling. That phase was very, very
important because we knew we needed to be at an immense scale to
enter the third phase about supporting opening again. This again
-- for example, a lot of my life is about swabs. It was
enhancing the production capability of a small company in Maine,
called Puritan, that you'll hear a whole lot more about that has
-- that is, sort of, the swab provider for the country -- but
also, because of the FDA actions and the actions of scientific
community, being able to broaden the types to spun polyester, so
U.S. Cotton can now come in and start delivering, within the next

couple of weeks, 3 million swabs per week of a different type.

It also did things like expanding the community-based testing
sites. Whereas we started small with the commercial partners,
you see today, right now, we have 73 of these 2.0 sites going to
110. And very importantly, this demonstrated the model. And 68
percent of those sites are in communities of moderate or high
social vulnerability. And 22 percent are in the highest social
vulnerability communities so that we can make sure that testing
gets where it needs to be. You've just heard that that could be

expanded to thousands of sites.

And finally, stage three, which is very exciting: coordinating

with governors to support testing plans and rapid response



programs. Over the past week, a multidisciplinary team from the
White House, HHS, FDA, FEMA has met virtually with
multidisciplinary teams from every state, Puerto Rico, and the
District of Columbia to understand what their testing aspirations
are and to make sure that we can meet those demands. We're going

to have another round of those calls this week.

But as we talked about earlier today, we will be able to supply
every state with the -- with the supplies and the tests that they
need. That will dramatically increase the number of tests we've
done to this point. And just to give you an idea, the supplies
that we will be providing to states -- the minimum that we're
supplying to states is approximately double, in that month, than
the Republic of Korea has performed in the four months to now
accumulated -- to give you an idea of the amount of testing that

we're going to be -- going to be doing.

So I'm very exciting right now, as we complete this ecosystem
with the large reference labs -- the LabCorp and Quest providing
the very high-throughput, large-scale testing; the galvanizing of
the hospitals and academic labs that Dr. Birx has done, by a
machine to machine, understanding and promoting that with the
governors; and, of course, using point-of-care testing when and
where that's very important to stop outbreaks or in remote areas,

like in the Indian Health Service or in Alaska.

Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you. Great
job. Thanks, Brett.

Okay. So with that, we're here to answer some questions, and

Mike is up here also. So, we'll answer.

Steve, please go ahead.



Q Sir, as the governors dgrapple with when and how to open
their states, what's the best advice from you on what they should

do -- how quickly, how slowly?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we want them to do it. We recommend that
they do it as quickly as possible, but safely. We want everyone
to be safe. And I think you're seeing that. You're seeing a lot
of governors get out and they want to open it up. Many are
thinking about their school system. Not a long way to go in the
school system right now for this season, for this year, but I
think you'll see a lot of schools open up even if it's for a very

short period of time. I think it would be a good thing.

Because, as you see, in terms of what this vicious virus goes
after, young people seem to do very well. Young people seem to

do very well.

So I know that there are some governors that aren't necessarily
ready to open up their states, but they may be ready to open up
their school systems. We'll see. But that's their choice. But

the word is “safety.” Okay? Rapid, but safety.

Yeah, please. Go ahead, please.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. I have a question for you
regarding one of the members of your Coronavirus Task Force, and

that's Secretary of HHS Alex Azar.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q On January the 28th, he was in the briefing room. And in
the briefing room, he told reporters that, for the individual
American, the virus should not be an impact on their day-to-day
life. Three months later, more than 55,000 of our fellow
Americans have now lost their lives. Mr. President, why is he

still your top health advisor? Why is he still serving as the



HHS Secretary?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it's a very unfair gquestion because
you have many great professionals, some of them you have great
respect for, and you have many people in the other party -- you
mention Alex Azar, but you have many people in the other party
that have said the same thing and with even more confidence. So

a lot of people didn't get that right.

I was -- I was very fortunate, whether it was through luck or

whatever, that we closed the border. We put a ban on China --

other than our citizens coming in. We had our citizens -- you
can't keep out American citizens. You know, "Gee, you can't come
back into your country." That's a little tough to do.

But we put a ban on China that was very fortunate. But I could

tell you that Nancy Pelosi was dancing in the streets in
Chinatown. She wanted to go, "Let's go out and party." That was
late into February. So you don't mention that, but you could

mention that.

Go ahead. Any other? Please, go ahead.

Q It's April, Mr. President. He has not been in a briefing,

Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, please. Stand up.

Q -- since April the 3rd. Does that show confidence in him?
THE PRESIDENT: You -- you should have no complaints.

Please.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. Yesterday, you retweeted someone

who alleged that Democrats have quoted -- quote, inflate --



7

inflated “the mortality rate[s]” of the coronavirus “by

7

underreporting the infection ratel[s]. Do you believe that's
true -- that there is some sort of conspiracy theory regarding

the number of infections states are reporting?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I can only say what we're doing. We're
reporting very accurately. If you look at other countries, other
countries are not. I mean, you can look at China. You can look
at numerous countries where I don't think those are right

numbers.

I can only say what we're doing. 1It's very important to us to do

very accurate reporting, and that's what we're doing.

Jon, go ahead. Please.

Q (Inaudible) by retweeting that, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Please.

Q Mr. President, I wanted to ask you about the Payment

Protection Plan -- the PPP plan -- to help small businesses.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q There have been a lot of concerns today with the website
just not working. In fact, I heard from the American Bankers
Association, saying that they are deeply frustrated, and until
it's fixed, American banks will not be able to help struggling

small businesses. Do you know -- can you give us an update?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I just came out and I hadn’t heard. I
heard there was a glitch. We'll find out whether or not that's
so. Certainly it did work out very well for the original amount
of money. This is the second amount. And I'1ll find out about

that. We'll find -- we're relying on the banks to go out and do



an accurate job.

Yeah, please. In the back.

Q Thank vyou.

Q And will you list all the companies that get aid, Mr.

President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I wouldn’t mind doing that. I don’t know
what the legal status of something like that -- I would like to
do that, as far as I'm concerned. I'm not involved in that
process, but I would certainly like to have it listed. I'd have
to find out if there's a legal problem. But if there isn't, I
would do it gladly.

Please.

Q Mr. President, Charlie Spiering from Breitbart News. And a
majority of polls show that Americans blame China for the spread
of the coronavirus, and yet they're taking advantage of the
crisis to make the world more dependent on their supply

chains. How do you get -- how do you hold China accountable and
how do you keep our country -- how do you incentivize our

businesses?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Charlie, there are a lot of ways you can
hold them accountable. We're doing very serious investigations,
as you probably know. And we are not happy with China. We are
not happy with that whole situation because we believe it could
have been stopped at the source, it could have been stopped
quickly, and it wouldn't have spread all over the world. And we
think that should have happened. So we'll let you know at the

appropriate time, but we are doing serious investigations.

Q How do you keep American businesses from relying on China



for their supply chains? How do you -- how do you fix that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we've already discussed that, and
especially having to do with medical supplies and others -- and
others. If you look prior to this virus, the deficit was coming
way down under my administration because I put massive tariffs on
China. We took in tens of billions of dollars. Gave some of it
to the farmers who were unfairly targeted by China. Nobody has

ever done that before. We never took in 10 cents from China.

Now, all of a sudden, I think you know very well, we've taken in
tens of billions of dollars. I helped the farmers by giving
them, two years ago, $12 billion -- all coming from China -- and
we had plenty leftover too. And then the following year, $16
billion. And this year, we're also going to help our

farmers. But nobody has ever done a thing like that. Because

they were targeted unfairly by China.

So we're doing a very strong investigation, and we'll let you
know what the result of that is. We should be able to get the

answers too.

Go ahead. Please.

Q Mr. President, as you talk about potentially reopening up
America again, as we see in the slides behind you, what data are
you going to look at in the future to see if restrictions need to

be re-imposed?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, we're looking very much and reliant very
much on the local areas, the governors. And that's been the way
it has been for me, maybe not for everybody. But for me, that's

the way it's been at the beginning and from the beginning.

The governors -- some of them -- are doing an extraordinary

job. ©Not all of them, but some of them. And I think all of them



maybe hasn't have a chance to do that. Some will be a little bit
different. The areas are much different. Manhattan is much
different than Montana. You have a lot of different
circumstances, but -- and obviously, if you loock at the virus, it
hits some areas. Hasn't hit very much other areas, not even at

all. Almost not at all.

But the entire country has been infected. West Virginia -- as an
example, I spoke to Jim Justice, the governor of West Virginia,
and they were along before anything hit and they had numerous

deaths, even in West Virginia. And they were really the last one

to be hit.

So we're dealing with the governors. We had a really great call

today, as I told you. Very, very solid. These are -- these were
not complaining people. These were people that were -- they had

everything they needed. They had their ventilators. They have
their testing. They see their testing is growing. They're
growing their testing. We're helping them. We're getting them
what they need. And that was a group -- I wish -- I mean, I'm
sure some of you were on the line, even though supposed to

be. And I think you know what the result you weren't of that

call was.

Please, go ahead.

Q Could you talk about the supply chains, sir?

Q Following up on Charlie's question on making China --
holding them responsible -- Germany sent a bill to China for 130
billion dollars in —-- excuse me, 130 billion euros for the
damages caused by the coronavirus. Would your administration

look at doing the same?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we can do something much easier than

that. We have ways of doing things a lot easier than that. But



Germany is looking at things and we're looking at things. And
we're talking about a lot more money than Germany is talking

about.

Yeah, please go ahead.

0 Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: We haven't determined the final amount vyet.

Q Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: It’'s very substantial. If you take a look at the
world -- I mean, this is worldwide damage. This is damage to the

U.S., but this is damage to the world.

Yeah, please.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. Attorney General William Barr
directed federal prosecutors to watch out for state and local
officials that might be violating the Constitution by some of
their stay-at-home orders. What's the strategy there? Will the

federal government sue local authorities or give the governors --

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you'd have to ask Attorney General Barr,
but T think he wants to see -- like everybody, he wants to see
people get back and wants to see people get back to work. He
doesn't want people to be held up when there's no reason for
doing it. In some cases, perhaps it's too strict. He wants to
make sure people have their rights and they maintain their

rights, very importantly.

So a lot of people would agree with him. But you'd actually have
to ask that question specifically, from a legal standpoint, to

Attorney General Barr.



Q Do you support the federal government suing state officials?

THE PRESIDENT: It would depend on the state. It would depend on
the circumstances of the state. I mean, some states are, you
know, perhaps a little early, and some states are a little bit
late. And the Attorney General -- I read that and I saw that --
and, frankly, the Attorney General doesn't want to have rights
taken away. Because, you know, there are some people, they’re
not allowed to open up a store or -- you know, they’re going to

lose their livelihood.

And, by the way, that causes death also, between all of the
things that happen. And this has been a big study. You know,
the fact that people aren't allowed to have their freedom causes
a tremendous amount of problems, including death. So that's what

he's talking about.

Please, in the back.

Q Maryland and other states -- Governor Larry Hogan

specifically said they’ve seen a spike in people using

disinfectant after your comments last week. I know you said they

were sarcastic, but do you take any --

THE PRESIDENT: I can't imagine why. I can't imagine why. Yeah.

Q Do you yeah take any responsibility if someone were to die?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't. ©No, I can't imagine -- I can't

imagine that.

Yeah, go ahead, please.

Q Mr. President, Dr. Anthony Fauci says that we need to

increase testing by -- double it at least, and so does the

Rockefeller Foundation. When are we going to be doubling



testing?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that -- it doesn't really matter what they
say there -- and we just left him; we Jjust had a meeting --but --

because we're going to have much more than double it very soon.

Now, there are big believers in testing, and then there are some
governors that don't feel as strongly about it at all. You

understand that. They feel much differently about it.

But we're going with maximum testing, because it's something
we're very capable of doing. But we’ll be much more than

doubled.

You know, Mike, I'd like you to answer that. We’re going to be

much higher than doubled on testing very shortly.

Mike, please.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. President. I hope the
American people looking on today are as proud as the President
and I are of the incredible public and private partnership that
you heard from today. It was two months ago that we had done
less than 10,000 tests for the coronavirus in the United
States. But because the President brought together these
incredible commercial labs, brought together the best-known
retailers in America, now, Mr. President, we have 5.4 million
tests. And as you said earlier today, we've -- we've done more

than 200,000 tests in a single day.

And as we met with governors today, I sense the enthusiasm among
governors for the way that testing is scaling all across the
country. And we assured them on the call today that we're going
to continue to directly partner with them to make sure that all

of the resources you heard about today continue to be expanded.



But I want to ask, Admiral Giroir, who is literally working day
in and day out with the governors, to describe some of the

numbers for exactly where we will be. We’re north of 5 million
tests done now. It is -- it is remarkable to think of the pace

of acceleration.

But, Admiral, maybe you could speak about exactly when we will
reach the point that some of the experts say that they think we
need to be at, whether that be 300,000 tests a day or 500,000
tests a day.

But what's remarkable to me as a layperson, Mr. President, is
because of this partnership you’ve forged, we're -- we're almost
there. And we'll be there very, very soon for the American

people.

But everyone who is as anxious to see America reopen, as this
President and our entire administration are, should know that the
three-phased approach that the President outlined 10 days ago, we
believe -- and I believe, increasingly, governors understand
around America -- that we have a sufficient amount of testing
today for every state that qualifies to enter phase one to begin

to reopen their economies.

And, Mr. President, with your permission, I’11 just ask Admiral
Giroir to give some specific numbers about -- about how quick --
for all that we’ve done, how much more quickly you’ll see an
expansion of testing because of the partnership that you

witnessed again here today.

ADMIRAL GIROIR: Thank you, Mr. President and Mr. Vice

President. The number of tests that need to be done depends on
the state level. You understand that places where there's high
virus circulating will need many, many more tests. Places that

do not have high virus circulating may need less tests.



But let's just assume Dr. Fauci was talking about a 4 million-
per-month number, which was, sort of a week ago, where we --
where we are. So, we will -- according to the governors’ plans
for next month, we will easily double that 4 million number. We
will have over 20 million swabs that we're going to send out. We
will have over 15 million tubes of media. We have all the tests
matched, machine to machine, in a focused area. We've gone state

by state, and understand that.

And this is not even including what you just heard: the 5
million-per-month test by LabCorp and Quest, or the point-of-care

tests by Abbott, or all the other tests that are out there.

So, in May, we are going to be doing more testing in this
country. And people talk about South Korea a lot. The state --
the states with the least amount of testing will double the
overall cumulative number, per capita, that South Korea has done

in four months -- to give you that understanding.

THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead, Jon.

Q Yeah. I’'m just wondering -- this sounds incredibly
promising -- Walgreens, CVS with the drive-through tests, the
diagnostic (inaudible). But we sat here in the Rose Garden, back

on March 13, and these companies were here, some other companies
were here. By my count, only 69 drive-through test sites have

been set up by the companies that were here.

I'm wondering if you -- and, of course, Mr. Vice President, back
in early March, you said we'd be at 4 million tests by the

following week. We’re just now got there in the last few days.

So what have you learned about what went wrong, you know, a month
and a half -- or over the last month and a half or two
months? And what's going to go right, now? What lessons have

you learned from the mistakes over the last, you know, month and



a half or so?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Jon, I appreciate the question, but it
represents a misunderstanding on your part and the -- and
frankly, the -- a lot of people in the public's part about the
difference between having a test versus the ability to actually

process the test.

I mean, the truth was, when the President tapped me to lead the
White House Coronavirus Task Force two months ago, we saw the

production of lots of test kits going into the marketplace.

But as the President has said many times, what he understood
early on was the old system would never be able to process the
tests at the massive volume that we would need in the midst of an
epidemic. And that's why the President brought together these
extraordinary commercial labs that you’ve heard from

today. Literally, sat them down in the Roosevelt Room and said,
“We need you to turn all of your energies loose on doing the kind
of high-speed testing that would be necessary for us to reach the

numbers we're at today.”

And so there was no disconnect at all. There were -- there were
lots of test kits out there, Admiral, and frankly, there still
are today. There are literally millions of tests that could be
run in the old-style, slow laboratory that are still conducting

tests today, whether it be at the CDC or at state laboratories.

But what the President brought about with this public-private
partnership, has brought us to the point where we've done 5.4
million tests to date. And literally, you just heard that, by
next month, it could -- we could be doing as many as 2 million
tests a week all across the country to give the American people

confidence that we can reopen and get our economy moving again.

Q So when you said 4 million tests, seven weeks ago, you were



just talking about tests being sent out, not actually being --

being completed? I'm a little confused.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Jon, I think -- precisely correct. That in
my first week on this job, we were informed that HHS -- I believe
IDT was the vendor, Admiral Giroir -- that had distributed a

million, was distributing another 4 million. And we believe they

did.

But again, those were tests that, frankly, but for the
President's leadership, we'd still be waiting on those tests to
be done in many cases, because they were tests that were designed
to be run in the old laboratory model. But early on, at the
President's direction, we brought in these incredible commercial
labs. We partnered with these extraordinary retailers. And now
we stand here today, literally -- one day last week: more than
200,000 tests in a single day. About the time that we were
making those comments, we -- we'd done less than 25,000 tests in

the entire country.

But we've met this moment with American ingenuity, with the
incredible companies that are represented here. And we couldn't

be more proud.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it's very important to know -- and this
you can get from any other country, I think, if they're being
honest -- not only do we have the most testing in the world by

far, but we have, by far, the best testing.

OAN, please. Go ahead.

Q Mr. President, thank you. I’d like to switch gears and talk
about General Flynn. There are reports circulating now that he
may well be fully exonerated this week. If that were -- if that
were the case, 1s there any reason why you would not bring him

back into the administration?



THE PRESIDENT: I will only say this: I think that General Flynn
is a wonderful man. He had a wonderful career. And it was a
disgrace what happened to General Flynn. Let's see what happens
now. But what happened to General Flynn should never happen
again in our country. What happened to other people should never
happen again in our country. What happened to your President of

the United States should never again be allowed to happen.

Go ahead, please.

Q Mr. President, thank you. Today, one of your top economic
advisors, Kevin Hassett -- he said that the U.S. is likely to
experience a 20 to 30 percent decline in the GDP in the second
quarter, the worst since the Great Depression. Do you agree with

that assessment?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. But I can tell you the third and
the fourth quarter, in particular, are going to be, I think,
spectacular. We were talking about it with the executives. I
think we're going to have a phenomenal third quarter. Nobody,
you know, except one country, can be held accountable for what
happened. Nobody is blaming anybody here. We're looking at a
group of people that should have stopped it at the source.

But -- so what happens in second, happens in second. What we are
doing is -- I think we're going to have -- you’re going to see a
big rise in the third, but you’re going to see an -- an

incredible fourth quarter, and you're going to have an incredible

next year.

I think you're going to have a recovery. Look, I built -- they
were just telling me inside, and it's fact -- I built the
greatest economy -- with the help of 325 million people, I built

the greatest economy in the history of the world. And one day,

because of something that should have never been allowed to



happen, we had to close our country, we had to close our

economy.

I built 1it. We had the best employment numbers and the best
unemployment numbers for Hispanic American, for African American,
for Asian American, for everybody -- best stock market

numbers. And, by the way, the stock market was up very
substantially today and people are seeing a lot of good

things. A lot of very smart people investing in the stock market

right now. 1TIt's at 24,000 -- approximately 24,000.

And if you would’ve said, with a tragedy that this country had to
endure and go through, with all of the death and the people that
died and were so badly hurt by what happened, and you can only
say God bless them -- but if you would’ve said that our country
would be in the position we’re in now -- we're ready to move

forward.

We'll never forget loved ones. We'll never forget these great
people that sacrifice for a reason of incompetence or something
else other than incompetence. What happened at a point where
they could have protected the whole world -- not just us, the

whole world.

But we had the greatest economy ever in the history of our world,
and I had to turn it off in order to get to a point where we are
today. And now we're making a comeback. And I think we're going
to have, economically -- from an economic standpoint, next year -
- an unbelievable year. And I think that you're going to see a
fantastic fourth quarter, and the third gquarter will start to
build. But the second quarter, obviously, you're going to have

GDP lack of growth.

I'm looking at the head of Walmart. What a job Walmart has done
in going through something. I mean, they were -- they were doing

yeoman's work, including getting us millions of -- of, really,



very, very protective outfits. And -- and -- I mean, the job
that Doug and Walmart did was incredible. Millions of
outfits. And those are high quality. I've seen them. Those a

high quality. That's what we need.

So people have stepped up to the plate. I think we're going to
have a really good -- I think it's good to start building. I
think it's going to build fast. I think it'll be a tremendous,

tremendous comeback.

And, vyou know, so I say I built the greatest economy -- with all
of the people that helped me and all of the people in this
country, we built the greatest economy the world has ever
seen. And we're going to do it again. And it's not going to be

that long. Okay?

Yes, please. Go ahead.

Q Mr. President, opening up the country, how long will you

keep up the travel restrictions for Europe?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're looking at that, and it depends on
how long it's taken Europe to heal. Italy is starting to make a
comeback. I'm very happy to see that, with my friend, the Prime
Minister. He's -- it's tragic what went on in Italy and Spain
and France and Germany, frankly, and every -- every country over
there. It's tragic. But we'll be looking at what's happening in
FEurope. And certainly, we want to do that and they want to do it
too. They want to do it very badly.

Yeah.

Q Do you have any update on Kim Jong Un’s health?

THE PRESIDENT: Say it-?



Q Have you gotten any update on Kim Jong Un’s health? Has he

responded to your letter from March?

THE PRESIDENT: On Kim Jong Un? I can't tell you exactly. Yes,
I do have a very good idea, but I can't talk about it now. I
just wish him well. I've had a very good relationship with Kim

Jong Un.

If T weren't President, you'd be in war. You would’ve been in
war with Korea. You would have been in war with North Korea 1if I
wasn’t President -- that, I can tell you. He expected that --
that, I can tell you.

I —— I hope he's fine. I do know how he's doing, relatively
speaking. We will see. You'll probably be hearing in the not-

too-distant future.

All right. One or two more. Go ahead, please.

Q Is he alive? Are -- are you confirming he’s alive?

Q Mr. President, I want to ask you a question about the 2020
election.

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah.

Q Your likely Democratic opponent, Joe Biden, recently
suggested that you were considering changing the date of the
election, that you might try something like that. That's my

first question.

The second question is --

THE PRESIDENT: I never even thought of changing the date of the

election. Why would I do that? November 3rd. 1It's a good

number. No, I look forward to that election.



And that was just made-up propaganda -- not by him, but by some
of the many people that are working, writing little

statements. I see all the time: “Statement made..” You say, “So,
statement made per Joe Biden.” Sleepy Joe. He didn't make those
statements, but somebody did. But they said he made it. ©No, let
him know I -- I'm not thinking about it at all. Not at all.

Go ahead. In the back, please. Please.

Q The bipartisan Senate Intelligence Committee came out with
the fourth installment of its report. It concluded that Russia
interfered in the 2016 elections and there was not political

bias. Do you accept its conclusions?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don’t know. I haven't seen the report. I

haven't seen the report.
Yeah, please. Go ahead.
Q Mr. President, nice to see you. I think you have a good
relationship with North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un. But last
Saturday, Senator Graham -- he mentioned in the Fox News -- he

interviewed. He said --

THE PRESIDENT: He didn’t say anything last Saturday.

Q -- that Kim Jong Un --
THE PRESIDENT: Nobody -- nobody knows where he is, so he
obviously couldn't have said it. If you have a -- this is

breaking news.

THE PRESIDENT: That Kim Jong Un made a statement on Saturday, I



don't think so.

Q Yeah, but the --

THE PRESIDENT: Okay, go ahead. Let's do -- let's do one
more. Please, in the back.
Q If an American President loses more Americans over the

course of six weeks than died in the entirety of the Vietnam War,

does he deserve to be reelected?

THE PRESIDENT: So, yeah, we've lost a lot of people. But if you
look at what original projections were -- 2.2 million -- we're
probably heading to 60,000, 70,000. It's far too many. One

person is too many for this.

And I think we've made a lot of really good decisions. The big
decision was closing the border or doing the ban -- people coming
in from China -- obviously, other than American citizens, which
had to come in. Can’t say, “You can't come in. You can't come

back to your country.”

I think we've made a lot of good decisions. I think that Mike

Pence and the task force have done a fantastic job.

I think that everybody working on the ventilators -- you see what
we've done there -- have done unbelievable. The press doesn't
talk about ventilators anymore. They just don't want to talk
about them and that's okay. But the reason they don't want to
talk -- that was a subject that nobody would get off of. They
don't want to talk about them.

We're in the same position on testing. We are lapping the world
on testing. And the world is coming to us. As I said, they're
coming to us, saying, “What are you doing? How do you do

it?” And we're helping them.



So, no, I think we've done a great job. And one person -- I will

say this: One person is too many.

Thank you all very much. Thank you. Thank you.

END ©6:33 P.M. EDT
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UPDATES: The 5PM press briefing has been canceled.

The 4PM meeting with industry executives will be covered by the Restricted In-House Pool.
In-Town Pool

Wires: AP, Reuters, Bloomberg

Wire Photos: AP, Reuters, AFP, NYT
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Print: Washington Times
Radio: VOA

11:00AM In-House Pool Call Time

2:00PM THE PRESIDENT participates in a Governors’ Video
Teleconference on COVID-19 Response and Economic Revival
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Closed Press

4:00PM THE PRESIDENT meets with industry executives on COVID-19
response
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PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP IS ENSURING STATES HAVE THE
TESTING CAPACITY NEEDED TO SAFELY OPEN UP AMERICA AGAIN

“Together, we will rebuild this land that we love, we will reclaim the magnificent
destiny that we share, and we will carry our Nation forward to new heights of

greatness and glory.” — President Donald J. Trump

SAFELY OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN: President Donald J. Trump and
his Administration are taking steps to ensure States have the testing system

required to reopen our Nation.

. President Trump is releasing his Administration’s blueprint for State testing

plans and rapid response programs.

o This follows the release of President Trump’s Opening Up America Again

guidelines on April 16, 2020.

. The blueprint describes the roles and responsibilities, as well as core objectives,
for the robust State testing plans and rapid response programs needed by States to safely

reopen.

. To meet the country’s testing needs, the blueprint describes a partnership

between Federal, State, local, and tribal governments, and the private sector.

. As we continue to gradually open up our Nation, testing will be crucial to give the
American people the confidence they need to resume their economic, social, and

religious lives.



. This roadmap will help States maximize testing capacity and protect the health

and safety of their people as we begin to reopen and beyond.

HISTORIC TESTING REGIME: The Trump Administration has successfully
scaled a robust testing regime that is able to meet the massive needs of a

nationwide pandemic.

. President Trump and his Administration have responded to the coronavirus

threat by scaling up the largest testing system anywhere in the world.

. Starting from scratch, the Trump Administration has performed more than 5.4

million tests in less than 45 days — far more than any other nation.

o In hotspots, we are testing more Americans per capita than most other

major countries.

. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued 70 emergency

authorizations for new tests, including 8 for serological tests.

. Federal agencies, including the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), have surged millions
of new tests and supplies to hospitals, the Indian Health Service, and other testing

locations across the Nation.

COMBATING THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: President Trump has worked
tirelessly to mobilize the vast resources of our Nation in order to fight the

coronavirus outbreak.

. Early on, the President implemented travel restrictions against China and
strengthened screening at our Nation’s airports, limiting the spread of the virus here in

America.

. Through his leadership, President Trump has led the largest public and private

sector industrial mobilization since World War I1.

o As a result, America has been able to surge supplies of critical medical
equipment to ensure that no American who has needed a ventilator must go without

one.

. The President has delivered massive economic relief to American businesses,

workers, and families, keeping our economy afloat during this critical time.



. Because of the success of the Trump Administration’s response, in partnership
with State, local, and tribal governments, the spread of the outbreak has been

significantly smaller than initial predictions and countless lives have been saved.
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James S. Brady Press Briefing Room
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, everyone. Thank you. We
continue to see evidence that our aggressive strategy is working
and working at a very high level. Nationwide, the percent of

tests that come back positive has declined very significantly.

Last week, roughly 38 percent of the tests in New York were
positive. This week, that number is down to 28 percent. New
cases in New York are down 50 percent compared to a week

ago. And fatalities are down 40 percent over the same

period. In Louisiana, the rate of positive test result had



declined from 25 percent down to 15 percent in the last seven

days alone.

Eighteen states now show a decline in a number of positive tests
in the last seven days. ©So, over the last seven days, there’s

been very, very significant progress.

Half of all Americans live in states that have now taken steps to
open their economies. Just yesterday, Governors Gavin Newsom,
California; Tim Walz of Minnesota; and Bill Lee of Tennessee

announced additional plans to restart certain sectors.

We ask every American to maintain vigilance and hygiene, social
distancing and voluntary use of face coverings. We're opening
our country. It's very exciting to see. We have a lot of talent
involved, from governors down to people that just stand there and
help you with the doors. There's been tremendous talent involved

and tremendous spirit from our country. The country is a great

place, and it's going to be greater than ever before. I really
believe that. I think there's going to be a tremendous upward
shift.

I spoke with Tim Cook, today, of Apple. And they have a good
sense of the market, and he feels it's going to be a “W.” The

"W is sharply upward later on as we actually get it fully open.

Today, I signed the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care
Enhancement Act, providing $320 billion to keep American workers
on the payroll. Thirty billion dollars of the Paycheck
Protection funds will be reserved for small financial
institutions, including those that serve minority and distressed
communities, extending vital relief to thousands of African
American and Hispanic American small-business owners and their

employees.

The bill also delivers $75 billion for hospitals -- so badly



needed for hospitals; they've taken a very big hit -- and medical
providers. 1In areas less affected by the virus, hospitals and
doctors should work with their state and local health officials

on ways to safely resume elective medical treatments and care.

Under the CARES Act, we're sending back payments to millions of
American workers. More than 80 million Americans have already

received their payment: $3,400 for a typical family of

four. Three thousand four hundred dollars. That's great. And

you deserve it.

The CARES Act requires that the federal government send out a
notice of what benefits Americans are receiving. To fulfill the

requirement, the Treasury Department is mailing a letter to

me. It will include the amount, their economic impact payment,
how it will arrived -- direct deposit, check, or prepaid debit
card -- as well as a message to the nation, letting each American

know that we are getting through this challenge together as one

American family. And that's what's been happening.

The whole world is watching us. You have 184 countries out there
that have been hit, and now it's probably higher than that. But
they're all watching us. They're all watching and they're

calling, and they respect what we're doing, so much.

I spoke with the leaders of numerous countries today. They're
asking if we can send them ventilators, and I'm agreeing to do
it. We have tremendous capacity -- now, over-capacity of
ventilators. We're filling up stockpiles for our states and for
ourselves. The federal government has over 10,000 ventilators,
and we could have a lot more if we wanted to do that. But we're
helping Mexico, Honduras, Indonesia, France. We're sending to
France. We're sending to Spain. We're sending to Italy. And

we'll probably be sending to Germany, should they need them.

Over the last three years, we built the strongest economy and the



most successful country the world has ever seen. Greatest
economy the world has ever seen. Nobody has ever done anything

like what we were able to do.

And we will rebuild that economy. Our economy in the not-too-
distant future, I really believe, with all that we've learned and
all that we've done, will be just as strong and maybe stronger
than ever before -- even stronger than it was just two months

ago.

Some interesting note is that the FDA approved the first at-home
COVID-19 test kit. It just got approved. And Dr. Stephen --
where is Stephen? Stephen Hahn. Stephen? -- is going to say a

couple of words about that and some other things.

I want to thank Stephen. The FDA has been incredible. They've
been approving not only this, but they've been approving many
things at a pace that's never happened before. And they're being
very safe about it, as Stephen told me. He's told me -- told me
very strongly. But at the same time, they're approving things at
record numbers, in a record -- at a record rate. And it's really

been helpful.

Many tests are going on -- many vaccine tests and tests of every
different kind. And things are happening. Just like this event,
things are happening very rapidly. And I'd like to have Stephen
tell you a little bit about it.

Thank you very much. Stephen, please.

DR. HAHN: Thank you, Mr. President. I appreciate the
opportunity to tell you about what's happening at the FDA. We
have a team of more than 18,000 employees, including 10,000
scientists, doctors, pharmacists, and nurses, and they've been
working around the clock because, as you probably know, many of

the medical products that are being used for the COVID-19



outbreak are, in fact, regulated by FDA. The staff have been

hard at work authorizing tests and other medical products.

As part of these efforts to support diagnostic test development
during this global pandemic, the President has asked us, and
under his leadership, to actually cut down as many barriers as we
possibly could to get medical products into the medical
community, and we have done that, of course recognizing the

urgency of the situation.

I do want to emphasize what the President said, that -- is that
we are very much paying attention to safety and with respect to

test validity and reliability of those tests.

And I think it's really important to understand how far we've
come 1n just a few short months. The academic community, which I
come from; the private sector; the government -- we've come
together to develop diagnostics for a completely new infectious

disease.

And it's really important -- we've heard from many test
developers, both in academia and in the manufacturing world: This
normally takes years to develop. You've heard Dr. Birx talk
about the fact that HIV tests has taken many, many years to
develop. This has happened in weeks and months. We've been
laser focused on working with both industry and academia to

actually make this happen.

To date, under our emergency use authorization approach, we've
quickly reviewed and authorized 63 tests, both diagnostic, as
well as serologic -- that is the antibody test. We've had
several point-of-care tests, and that's important because those
can be done in the emergency room or in a doctor's office, et

cetera, and much more convenient for the patient.

And this week, as the President said, we authorized the first at-



home test by a company called LabCorp. This is a test where,

under certain circumstances, with a doctor's supervision, a test
can be mailed to a patient and the patient can perform the self-
swab and then mail it back and get the results after that time --

all under the guidance of a licensed physician.

And we're not just letting up with these 63 tests we've
approved. We are working with more than 400 test developers who
are pursuing authorization for their diagnostics under our
current policies. And under our regulatory approach, which is

quite flexible, many other tests are becoming available.

We are -- we have heard, and have reported to us, 220 labs around
the country have begun patient testing using their own validated
tests. This has allowed us to increase, significantly, tests

around the country.

I updated you earlier this week on serologic tests -- these
antibody tests that are used to detect natural immunity -- and
the FDA’s approach to help make these tests available. While
these are just one part of our larger response effort, they can
prlay a role in helping move our economy forward by helping
healthcare professionals identify those who have immunity to the

COVID-19.

And just finally, when it comes to therapeutics, we are leaving
no stone unturned in finding treatments for COVID-19. You do
know that we don't have any approved currently therapeutics for
COVID-19, but we are actively involved with both the academic and
the commercial and private sector to find those. Seventy-two
trials of therapeutics are underway in the United States under
FDA oversight and 211 are in the planning stages, so we expect to
see more. This includes convalescent plasma, as well as

antiviral therapies.

Work continues on vaccines. And two firms have announced that



the FDA has authorized their trials to go forward, one of which

we've mentioned here before.

And finally, in response to the President's and Task Force’s
request, we've stood up the Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration
Program. We are leaving no stone unturned, as I said, and we're
working around the clock to develop these therapeutics for the

American people.

Thank you very much.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

Q Dr. Hahn, a question about antibody tests, please?

THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead, Doc. Would you like to maybe --

Q It’s a quick question --

DR. HAHN: Okay.

Q -- and 1it’s timely, because just about an hour ago, a
Subcommittee with Oversight released some findings that the FDA
doesn't have any review of the antibody tests that are on the
market. There are no guidelines to tell which ones should be out
there, and there's no way to test their accuracy. They're quite
worried that these are junk tests on the market because they

weren't reviewed before they were approved. Is that true?

DR. HAHN: So, under our policy, we provide a flexibility. What
we've told manufacturers is that, in order to market in the U.S.,
they have to validate their tests, they have to tell us that they
validated their tests, and then, in the package insert, they have
to let people know -- end users, labs, et cetera -- that those

tests were not authorized by FDA.



We've authorized four. As I mentioned, more are in the

pipeline. And these tests that have come in without any
information to us, but have been self-validated -- as I mentioned
at the podium a couple days ago, we are working with the National
Cancer Institute, as well as CDC, to perform our own validation

of the tests that that have been sent to us.

So we'll provide as much information as we possibly can. And
there is transparency on our website about those tests, and also

the tests that we have authorized.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you very much.

Mike, please.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. President. From early in
this effort, President Trump has called forth a whole-of-
government response to the coronavirus epidemic in America. And
by that, the President made clear, when he asked me to lead the
White House Coronavirus Task Force, not merely a whole-of-the-
federal government but a full partnership with state and local
governments across the country. And today we renewed that with

our latest conference call with governors all across America.

We met with them today, specifically to speak about the progress
that our governors are making expanding testing across the
country. And we were pleased to hear about the extraordinary and

rapid progress that governors are making.

At the -- at the outset of the call, where we had more than 50 of
our nation's governors, we, of course, had Pete Gaynor of FEMA
report on progress: more than 35,000 National Guard stood up,
5,000 active-duty military deployed in 10 states. And we were
also pleased to report that FEMA, HHS, and the private sector
have coordinated the delivery of shipments to states around the

country, including nearly 67 million N95 masks, 105 million



surgical masks, surgical gowns, shields, gloves, more than 10,000
ventilators, and more than 8,000 federal field medical station

beds.

Beyond the report that we provided to the governors, we assured
them that, at the President's direction, this is one team, one
mission. And we made it clear to the governors that we know
we're all in this together. And the partnership that we have
forged together really begins with mitigation efforts. It moves
to making sure our healthcare workers have the support they need,

but also testing is in the forefront of all of our minds.

We're working -- working to make it possi