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Asbestos in Talc Testing





What

is 

ASBESTOS?



Asbestos (a few definitions):
�‡ EPA: Asbestos is a mineral fiber that occurs in rock and soil

�‡ USGS: "Asbestos" is not a mineralogical term, but rather a 
commercial and industrial term used to describe a group of specific 
silicate minerals that form bundles of long, very thin mineral fibers.

�‡ ASTM Soil: 3.1.2 asbestos, n�² a collective term that describes a 
group of naturally occurring, inorganic, highly-fibrous, silicate 
minerals that are easily separated into long, thin, flexible, strong 
fibers when crushed or processed.

�‡ CFR 40 763.80: The asbestiform varieties of: chrysotile 
(serpentine); crocidolite (riebeckite); amosite (cummingtonite 
grunerite); anthophyllite; tremolite; and actinolite.


