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Dubious and dangerous CBD products on the market

Majority of cannabidiol extracts sold online are 
labeled incorrectly

⎯ 31% of CBD extracts were labeled 
correctly 

⎯ 69% of CBD extracts were labeled 
incorrectly
§ 43% were under labeled
§ 26% were over labeled

JAMA November 7, 2017 Volume 318, Number 17

Greater than 50% of products evaluated had 
significantly less cannabinoid content than 
labeled
JAMA June 23/30, 2015 Volume 313, Number 24



Low barriers to entry lead to continued 
dangerous ”CBD” products, many imported. 

A popular line of cannabis-
derived CBD products was 
found to be tainted with a
dangerous synthetic 
cannabinoid known to cause 
anxiety, agitation, and 
psychosis.

“The finding of both 
5F-ADB and DXM illustrates 
the potential quality control 
issues
that can occur in an 
unregulated industry”

untested, unregulated and potentially dangerous



The lack of Federal 
Standards endangers US 
citizens;
All CBD imported into in 
EU is GMP

CBD LABELS VS LAB RESULTS 
A California company tested 20 popular CBD 
products and found “insanely high levels of 
dangerous chemicals and misleading labels” 



Moving forward

• Humans have consumed CBD containing hemp products over 
thousands of years for health and wellness reasons 

• Recent commercialization has neglected safety concerns. 
FDA guidance on “allowed” CBD products should protect safety:
• GMP required to ensure manufacturing safety, quality, 

consistency 
• Standards for the levels of CBD in food, dietary supplements
• Labeling requirements, including AEs for formulations (oil) and 

warnings for special populations (children, pregnant women, etc.)
• Restrictions on disease claims c/w supplements


