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6.2 Air Quality

The Agency does not anticipate new chemicals would be released into the environment as a result of
use of the new products, relative to chemicals released into the environment due to use of other
cigarettes already on the market, because (1) the combustion products from the new products would be
released in the same manner as the combustion products of other marketed cigarettes; (2) the new
products are expected to replace other currently marketed cigarettes, so the Agency does not expect
that new or increased air emissions would be associated with use of the new products (Confidential
Appendix 2); (3) the ingredients in the new products are used in other currently marketed tobacco
products; and (4) the changes in the new products are to components that are not normally combusted,
so the Agency does not expect that new or increased air emissions would be associated with use of the
new products.

6.3 Environmental Justice

No new emissions are expected due to use of the new products. Therefore, there would be no new
disproportionate impacts on minority or low-income populations.

6.4 Cumulative Impacts

The impacts from use of combusted tobacco products include exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS)
produced from burned cigarettes. Particles emitted by smoking may remain on surfaces, be re-emitted
back into the gas phase, or react with oxidants and other compounds in the environment to yield
secondary pollutants, thirdhand smoke {THS). These pollutants coexist in a mixture in the environment
alongside SHS (Burton, 2011; Mattet al., 2011).

There is no safe level of exposure to SHS (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2006a and
2006b). Even low levels of SHS can harm children and adults in many ways, including the following:

e The U.5. Surgeon General estimates that living with a smoker increases a nonsmoker's chances of
developing lung cancer by 20 to 30% (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2014}.

e Exposure to SHS increases school children's risk for ear infections, lower respiratory illnesses, more
frequent and more severe asthma attacks, and slowed lung growth. Such exposure can cause
coughing, wheezing, phlegm, and breathlessness (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
2006a and 2006b).

e SHS causes more than 40,000 deaths a year (U.5. Department of Health and Human Services, 2014).

However, use of cigarettes in the United States is declining according to the U.S. Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) Statistical Release reports (Figure 2).1! This likely is responsible for the
decline in SHS exposure observed in several studies that evaluated the levels of SHS exposure in children
and nonsmokers living in homes of smokers (Homa et al., 2015; Yao et al., 2016; other studies). Despite
the considerable ethnic and racial disparities in SHS exposure in vulnerable populations, data from the
National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey showed a decline in SHS exposure from 1999-2000 to
2011-2012 with the highest prevalence of exposure among non-Hispanic subpopulations (46.8%),
compared to Mexican Americans (23.9%) and non-Hispanic whites (21.8%) in 2011-2012 (Homa et al.,

11 .5, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) statistical data available at: https://www.ttb.gov/tobacco/tobacco-
stats.shtml. Accessed March 7, 2018.
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7. Potential Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Actions and Alternatives — Disposal of the
New Products

The Agency evaluated potential impacts to resources in the environment that may be affected by
disposal of the new products. The Agency found no significant impacts based on publicly available
information such as the documented continuous decline in use of cigarettes in the United States, and
the applicant’s submitted information, including the projected market volumes for the new products.

7.1 Affected Environment

The affected environment includes human and natural environments in the United States; the marketing
orders would allow for the new tobacco products to be sold to consumers in the United States.

7.2 Air Quality

The Agency does not anticipate disposal of the products or the packaging material would lead to the
release of new or increased chemicals into the air.

No changes in air quality are anticipated from disposal of the cigarette butts of the new products. The
chemicals in the cigarette butts are commonly used in other currently marketed cigarettes. Because the
new products are anticipated to replace other currently marketed cigarettes, the butt waste generated
from the new products would replace the same type of waste (Confidential Appendix 3). Therefore, the
fate and effects of any materials emitted into the air from disposal of the new products are anticipated
to be the same as any materials from other cigarettes disposed of in the United States.

No changes in air quality from disposal of the packaging materials in the new products would be
expected because (1) the paper and plastic components of the packages are more likely to be recycled
or at least a portion of the packaging waste is likely to be recycled, (2) the packaging materials are
commonly used in the United States, and (3) the waste generated due to disposal of the packaging is a
minuscule portion of the municipal solid waste per FDA’s experience in evaluating the packaging waste
generated from cigarettes.

7.3 Water Resources

No changes in impacts on water resources are expected due to disposal of the cigarette butts and
packaging from the new products because the chemicals and packaging materials in the new products
are the same or similar to chemicals and packaging materials in currently marketed cigarettes. The new
products would replace similar products currently on the market.

7.4 Biological Resources

The proposed actions are not expected to change the continued existence of any endangered species or
result in the destruction or adverse modification of the habitat of any such species, as prohibited under
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