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Dr. Ellis F. Unger is a cardiologist and Director of the Office of Drug Evaluation-I, Office 
of New Drugs (OND), Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER), U.S. FDA.  His 
Office oversees the regulation of drugs for cardiovascular, renal, neurological, and 
psychiatric disorders.  After completing his cardiology training at Johns Hopkins in 1987, 
Dr. Unger led a translational research program on promotion of angiogenesis as a 
Senior Investigator in the Cardiology Branch, NHLBI, NIH.   
 
From 1997 to 2003, Dr. Unger served as a medical officer, team leader, and 
subsequently branch chief in the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER), 
FDA.  After regulatory authority for therapeutic biologics was transferred from CBER to 
CDER in 2003, Dr. Unger joined CDER as the Deputy Director, Division of 
Cardiovascular and Renal Products. Dr. Unger transitioned to the Office of Drug 
Evaluation-I in 2009, and became its Director in 2012. 
 


