
U.S. FOOD & DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION 

• 	Regularly check each hospital bed mattress cover for any visible signs of damage or wear such as 
cuts , tears , cracks, pinholes, snags, or stains. 

• 	Routinely remove the hospital bed mattress cover and check its inside surface. Once the mattress 
cover is removed, inspect the mattress for wet spots, staining , or signs of damage or wear. Check all 
sides and the bottom of the mattress. 

• 	Be aware that it may be difficult to identify damaged or soiled mattresses without removing the 
mattress covers first. Mattress covers tend to be dark in color, making it hard to see what lies unde 

• Clean and disinfect undamaged hospital bed mattress covers according to the manufacturer's 
guidelines. 

• 	DO NOT stick needles into a hospital bed mattress through the mattress cover. 




