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GUBTEM LAN BERRY COMM SSTON
: : CGB GO

FOQOD SAFETY - A& MUST ! / Guatemalan Point of View

I recenl yvears (as bac L=y oo 1y swinEs Lime (May -
June ) oyologporlasis Guabhres YCQUY in the Unitaed States,
tyacealrlae Lo contamnared HOUY SEE wheye orclospora

wlustbers werae Tound. & Jdﬂmloludlf alyv T l‘uit.

Luring Lhe  suidnes of JWwel, Heslih OFrtacaaels Tvom several
Statos, reported oyolos PUTL&”.C butbreakw where associated to
CERLILTOY NLa NSSPheErries. he Calitornmia Bervy Loncustyy Lost
millionz ot dollave due to 1#( sagociation  of Californis
Sty awsar v Les and oyelonpor LASLE '

Tmmedisis  asctions wWere Lakan by Calitornis;: scientists
andd 1ndspandasi Labs . Whereas copbracisd Lo wsamri: TruLh 10
Ordder Lo analyze 11 owvaelo D was pyéaézent . Their Tindings
Proved no  oyvologpora  pryémence 1N bthe  samsles Cakwi, Sied
Turther action W taken to Jdemonstrate E Ryt Vo gSEur e
CLhvouagh hs re sing Lndustyy Media ), Mealtin Uriilcials and

CONGBUIN Lhat their produce was  Traee from sald pavazsite

Suddesnly and zimultanecusly, the Press Madis
i itenmtion and  wchiTtesd  Lhelr angeyv from
i Lo Impor tad vaspboryies.,

Guasbemala was X000 LIng L asgshor e tam inbho The uow o, CuT 1y
Rt Liie 0 A pioonmcl ke tar the mast 10 yearvs ), and salol

Y famlacd " & Ce omoLis e 7 D= TNE:
¥ {
.

2% reportad by FDSACDC

FYLLE T Waw Lt L a0
ot the ovolosworzasrs  outhresks

S L RIE ) G L O b e L vazesroh. sr raseaveh noWesusr, opan Lo much
ShorbiciaEm,  as  Lhose  who boecame )L where (weghs aftao

CEme: 3 4L ) heavily  #=xposed by 7 2uggestlon oo
cLitliualiy Lhow nad eaten Gustemalan bevyias,

From that  moement, until Loday, Chs  Guatemalan Lier
Ircdusstry has surteved all sorts ot  discredit  snd 1us sb

G NEavy  Los

thPON)E gy rHt GUQTFMALAN BERPY COMMI% ION

&l smciontaitie  Iintformation on possible waya {or Truit)
CcOontaminat1an Wwitlh eovolos Pu\r winsy e thovouahl s nivest Losned
{mach came fryom CRCAFDO and the Cyclospora KHessearvolh Team ),
ancd  z=&ild  AnTormation 1:d!rnr a0 thab Treaesh produce couid Ls
contaminated by one or & combination of  the tollowing
taclor:

g a2
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GUMNMTEMALAN BERRY COMMISSION
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Contaminated waltor 1n contact with the trult
- over-naad Lrrigation, andsor
-oEprayang the poants Uin combination with pesticidas)

During hevvsahbs/sclaction and packing,
dorne basically by hand contamination

Croes contaminat..on (waler , handlimg, ) waithin Lhe U5 &, .

le alzo  leavyned Lhat scientist believed cyclospora caused
outbreaks weve creirecal, a2 wnvestigations Lu other countries
(Nepal, Ferw and Hast) ) 1ndicated and praviously detected
outbreaks o the Un A0 {nol sasociated Lo raspbervies) had
Gourred.

tims  (as 1t 1a today ) one of our major concerns,
e medlentatic aspoce ol thae probdleun ), was thes Tact
ey wroduce had  bsen  involved 1 Lhe outbresaks and

oress media  oand  some  health  authovitlez  keaoptl
bt hhe Guatemalan raspherrvies as the only possible

se ot e ountbhres ke,

- = i

is  well hnown today that other produce, grown locally

w

(User )  and amported, are associated to at least 6070 % of
the cyolosporiasis cutbreaks, and  that in many of the cases
Tresh produce (Fruits & vegetables ) were discarded ss  the
possibtle moans of  contaminabion, thus turning regponsible
gcigntist g artenticon back to walbay and other sources s

ACTIONS:

tastion sand concernsd about
Lo accapt FDA s and CDC s

TEEPONEE Lo sclentitlic inves
Drob lom, our Tirst aCTi1an W

inibial invitation Lo Washington Lo discuss about future
Duatemalan berry exports to the U050

SIS

During this meetind many imporitsnt poinfhs whevre dizcussed

Agraco WRon L 2ERET TS o Sgvesnent waz veachsd).

Fointz agy 2zd Upon:

Fa

Cifs oyolospora caused  oubtbresks are cyclical (May-Jlune)
Guaiemaslds would rve iitlaste @xpovhs aols WS AL undey
Slvicht anilary aod auality control measures . fhis would

bhe ove by FDE/C0D0 authorities in coocpavation  with
Gatemalan Health authovities and bLhe GBC,

FOASCRTC woauld take all  necewssry Fruilt samples  at enitry
(porvt.) te test ocyolosporas.
Hlackbery Lez ard vvozen Lbl~cRinoyyLes CRRLE] VS Y VL e @y o

not sssociated Lo any oyolospora ocutbyeak.
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T GUC proposed and FoAasZLDL officials accepted that the
tollowing praven.Live measuves be entorced in Guatemala:

Fhat GAaF, uMiP arnd HACCP Systen be used on all bLeirvy tavams,
that, &#ll tavms would go through a classirication process,
Thal a Traceable System be implemented, and

That. the Lndustry would Regulate jtseld by Law.

The GEC and Guaktemals tftGovarmment would  fnvibte D
otiricials Lo Guatemala, to asssist and help In the HACCP
%yﬂtem applicat ion, to  check and help in the  tarvm
classificatlon process and Lo astabliah & simele  and
reliable method of traceable capabilily. (FD& acceplhed)

S Sgr ganent was yeached with ODC suthoratlies (who alvesdy
Nad wpPs) ations an Guatansls ), wWhich would allow tthem to
1nvo~tlgnt= cyclospara on Water amnd  fruilt at a&sll beryy

Prnaliy, I

agreed  that all information concerning
e - L

== 0 and any new

[ P é (WA= X fadiisng i 1 WM
o ' T R Sty e Lo make & pavallel
fkld\mLUJuUV’ﬂ: (=tatiztic ) ctoudy. The inTaormation should

L )
i luces outbreaks not asmocisied with raspbery ios.

Folints where No agreemnent were reached:

4.

That

samilav Investigations (as those Lo be conduclbed 1in
twuatemala ) on oyclospora, should be conduched by FLasCDY
v”th”fJ’J 1N obtner sroducing aresas (Mexleo, Chile, Costas
WRica, Colombia, and within the United States ).

ihat all samtary/phytozanitary measures Lo be Laken by
Guatemslan growey s, MUt e also  taken by all  othey
procdusing arsas,

fThat 1t Guatematan bgrrvies whers to be =zanpled for
croluspors (abt ov.glin and  at o all o poriks of antiyv), b fre
Gervies rrom  obthey  pryoducing areas be sampled alilks, and
i the sams number s

That. mince astemsls was to design and dYdevelop a reliable
" Tracs-bach 7 osyutem, all othsy  producing areazs (abroad
nl¢~) shou:sd implemenl. =imilar traceable systems.
LT L;fa% ay teee maved in bthe Tuture
Tyatens Tunctioning properly .

SV Lo

T RITe i Lhousanads

Watll approoyiate rscaabl
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Based On The Washington Agresments:

e by gccompllshed allo1b had pledged 1o Washington:

oo Inatisl rarn inspectionsinventory: ith CLC~Guatemala)d
rarm localization and mapping (GRS
detayminling cus tivaeloed ares (Llackberriess/rasphbeyries)
DELEYMINLING WAl Boures A wator quaility

o nerh fods usied

'
Y [ e [T, NS
R N EELA FEAR P al

Aansbysing Lntrastructure angd facilities
poochecking crea Toy packing and selection
pooheoking »ves For packlog material stovaegs
yochecking crea tovy pesticide (otheve ) stovage

»oohecking kst oomslatvinegs snd sanltsryy conaditions

room tTacilities

Yooheoking ol
)L ok
croducing syeas

- l) T

[ha taulcde  was .

techniclians, Wi i 1ata ot P snd
the pre-s-requisites naaded by a bervy tarm (by Lal)

=y Lo AUl aed
Lthinswm, and 1ntegrity of cuy produce .

oot loviong o Gevilar p Programns (O ndseondent Lates, 3o
- owater Lest and analySis
et i nche Lesls and ar

~ suoiztance wabh Gak and Gme

ilYEis

To comply with vthe Guids

Siwbealie Eo osmall wroducs

A0 wovavnmental LDuppoy L (RLPAS
- farm and exporbare warahouse inspectlions
e
- azgislad in the Farm Classi1fication Svstenm

v charge of contvol and veviticestbtlion wf the system, and

enforcement

SErm Ingpections
Lo maks all necsgaary inpyovenants  ased on ths

e
«

Froducer Guide A aw, then  they wheve all inspacted to

govey nment /Jincdepandent

%)
L
=1
£

visk castegor.e (by

Fhi Taivs AT e i

P L Ca T
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zmbtic and obiher animsls on or nsay beryy

schriical Guidse Tor Bsrry Eroducing Fsrme ( focussing on
wanitary conditicons, walsvy vaguivemnsanls: & intvasiyochure d.

vy Guatemslan sclentists and
D0, and U detells

suant dangeys i Lhe arvreas of security,

[~ .
- asglstance 1n elaboration ot tarm Classitication System

NMnlcad aszistances Lo small pyoeduears (Gak-GMM HallE

all tarms where given & 3 month peviod

Sl 1o
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The (Law:

Covers kegulatory & Mﬁﬂdutﬁrv

a. Watsr Qqusialy standerdz L oo
- for srrigetion-only drlp
= ofer morayivng (mix wilh pe
= owmANLLATY PUTROSes

L. Gooed agrawwlLural Mractices

C.owood pPanagement Practicas

.o e application of Llie HAUCE Systen

=, Tracestls dysten (Trace-back Uspabllity)

Covers 1nto. or Dol L0 minimize microeRisl conlbamination:

AL contyol of  water, manure, wWworksers =manitation  andg
Memd i, Taeld and tacility Sanitation, trangporbation
miorage and handling

1t Law 1m 2=1i syplanatory

The Law includes sanctions

The Law ancludes arbitration

- fhws lLaw 1z adapiable Lo changes

la)
zhle at oyigin)
v tion may be usead
Llosddas, obhars )

f,% R rr -

P —
o =

1

T'ac dbl@ (lwace back) Capablllty

= () i G T U SPTI mm m mm T mw e e e es e ke eym g N s e
] o e e R T manmmEEE= O S Gk

& simplie, accurate  and r&liable computéerized traceable
system was Jdesign (aporoved DY FDAR) which alloWws a particulasry

flat ot bevries in the U.S.A. market to be tracesble tfrom the
seiilny ednt trough the Lporter-—exporter down Lo Lhe tarm.

o Tay, al)l evrforts taken by the GRC with the asgsisbance
Py quaelafzed taweld payaonngl haz pyvoven ©o be
as  not a8 &Lpgle plecs of evidencs showling the
at Syl Linsy s NG haeaen  Tound  atbter collecting

o sampl sz s Anslyzing them in Guatemla and in
Caey e PN BT L YA USE 1ave showads

e i hn DD mamplessday were analyred oy coyvolozmpora
at, porte O SNtiy by FoasoDO and starne Heallh Aucthor it les,
wWithout o tracs of oyloeospora on bthe truit.

gl ot wamslaes Cilvrvigation snd tumigailon waler, 1n
Lhe 119)00, plants, frult, armamalsz, packing warehouses )
When & ecd 1T Ghaatamala by FDA/ZCLRS wibhout Yinding any
trace ot cvlozporva on Lhe frult.

O S TUR YT AN

Millaong  of dollars have been Lnvezted In Lhe ovolospoys
tnvestigat ions In Guatemazsla ancd in the UzZa, but  not o =sigle
Guatemalan bayry Paw LDesn Found Wit Thae parasiits.

SO duviang Uhe Owol
AU L

Y=
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i LAy =
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a) Drd v Ln and ’u; look  TOV all types ot paragitas
Glim il ema La Prust ansdyzcd o The answear was YES |

LA

D) Was any parasites (a0 3010 altd i LUST&E6A TSSO S ey

The answear was NO !

e UVUATEMALAN BERRY COMMISSION

in the

Aot

) o Was cyclospora Toun i sty oFf the analysis v The answWear

was NO !

naetinitely no othar produce w0 sasid " associated
cyclosporsa CUtorsaks i
U bemaslan berries, Olher  produets  amssccisbted are not
rubslicly paincpointad o2 8 probacle cauge  of CYClospor
andg abhezys have galned " relesss wbaltous " with gush
mamplas of frurl Lestod.

17 (WIURETO R ot

= [WaH GNP L

s have  been Lo
i Foind
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Gyl oo é L Luatemnalan vaspberries: when, how and by

wWith

hag Laan 2o Thoraeughly 'lVball“duﬂﬂ &,

bheing

LEBLE,

T @)

Led and not one
encs oF

whom

Ware  tha Gl bz Tarled 1s in properl)y promotaing and
A e

EW T T T Clasnls 1 S G nERlime

Podd advanced Sy 5 naduatry

Jg. We haves talled Lo reacn Lhe Preos Medlia to invibs them Lo

CNCCR oy Theminolves Lon bahalt of the conoumer e
GrobneE o Aarl L1 which wuatemslan  bery Les
Meve gl laed by peviaps neglectling %
Erociuct and cause. We have  Tajled by nob
$T & angd ancustry meciia To o antoeri: siyoadt o oy
Lood maricultural Fractic . vood Managemant
i I ST LESEd 1 our e

“ractic
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., Ly LHhls means we publicly want. Lo express ouv thanks
and aranitucs to PLDA S althoritles and personnsl, Thet wovked
nandg -y nEnad with  Jds o (duving months) to  achieve both  our
sanclaly  and phytosaniteyy gusis, as Lhoss of Lhe American
CONTUMGET .

we would like to state that the GRC
AT ety A S must.

wt. Ul ot
Colon oy L itiatives  on Food-i
gUﬁF&Hch P COnSUmET § the Qualiyby snd soundnaess
and vegetables that are procduced within the U.S. 4.
O L SO TR & N A ST A o W TRl B SRRV N I P S MR B B P B B e by
ot truits  and  vegetables  that do not  comply with US.
sbarndards, Mo, £t ®iILl allecalting  FOA Z4.5% wmillion doilla =
to assist Lhogs couptries exporting te  the U.S.m. resch Lhe
Moo i, Saninary tandards angd LU 7= Lwo ExXxecUunive wraeys ).

e Vo

- Anabiatives . which save (ag  far as e knowl ) panding
ST Lonsreszional aporoeval, besides guavantying tooed-malbely,
Wwill met the basis tor imeroving  Lite qua l ity & Tld standards
W ol Wl

S E

Thaasa laws Will allow  us, Guatlemalan Berry Producers, Lo
starvt Lhie newdéd procsss OoF regalning & Lasst, repulstion. *
T iasar @lay U oeconomical setocun wWwill o exist, where all parties
ffene il or ioraiyin ) Wi Ld e mesmuradcd undeyr Lhe  =an ygh

Lhus mneutryelizang all now tsirv trades snd political
ST RN linstson:s T aOm Liies " =z&n&sclo U, bhenetiting
cONEUmeT TF s ltih and pockat

STET O

RLcarde
GRC Boa
iz Lan Bervry COommlEsEion

Guasl,

Encloseqg:

a. Copy ol the Guide for Servy Producing Farymss

b, Cany of the Law thit regulsbes Bevry Rroducing Parmns

. Copy o) Lhe Farm Guestionnaive tor Farm Dlasssitication

e Uiy bmbbassy cLdaternalasbGuatomsla ity

ama Lan Embassy--Ubasdashington. .

Hashinghon .0 LSl -AL lant s ba

Uwun-luuw marery and Lnapsction Services/Mashinton,.C.
3 SUDCommItLos s Mat . fcdvisory Commi e

ST, LY LD

Friugdl Swmsociation-bWashinglon, Do

LA

"..Z | ':| (:_,




