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January 9, 2004
Mark McClellan, M.D., Ph.D., , . .
Commissioner, U.S. Food and Drug Administration ' .
5600 Fishers Lane 95 5 f}[ AR 30 P337 )
Rockville, MD 20857

i

Dear Dr. McClellan:

On behalf of the millions of Americans repfesented by our orgMZatlons we urge you to
take action to protect American women _against the Food and Drug Administration’s
(FDA) recommendation to aifow “the'r morning after pﬂl’ to be sold over the counter.

This recommendation from the advisory comitnittee of the FDA places pohtlcal 1deology
above the health and safety of women. The drug in questlon, Plan B, consisis of two high
doses of birth control pills — pills that are not prescnbed ona long—term basis without a
medical exam and prescription. The smaller doses of Tlus drug are assocmted w1th heaith
risks that can cause serious medical compheauons and yet the FDA is now
recommeriding that a higher dose of the drug. should be ava:dable w1thout medical
supervision. , -

Granting Plan B over-the—counter status sends the message that the repetltlve use of th1s
drug is safe, when in reality there are o, stud1es regardmg the repeated, long-term use of
the drug. The FDA recommendation would allow teenage girls (or younger) the ability to
purchase the drug without parental knowledge or without the guidance of medical
supervision. The effects of repeated use, which will certamly oceur, of Plan B on
developing adolescent bodies are unknown. Addltnonally, Plan B cannot only stop a
pregnancy from occurring but it may also act as an abomfament Many women will
undoubtedly take the drug behevmg they are preventmg a pregnancy When, in truth, they
may be aborting an already developing embryo o 1 _

The advisory committee’s recommendatlon to allow Plan B to be sold w1thout medmal

oversight is mesponsxble and dangerous Please use youir‘ execﬁtxve power to protect

American women and keep Plan B as a drug adm1mstered by prescnptmn and with

medlcal oversight. , -
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Sincerely,

American Assoc. of Christian Schools Culture o?Llfe Foundanon '
American Family Assomatlon  Eagle Formm

American Values .. .. Family Research Council

Coalition on Urban Renewal & Educatlon Focus on the Famlly

Coalitions for America S ‘\’Populatlon Research Institute .
Concerned Women for America . . Religions Freedom Coalition
Christian Coalition of America ~ ~ ~ The Salvauon Atmy

Christian Legal Society ’ ‘ Tradmon &‘armly, Property, Inc

cc: Karl Rove ‘ o f




