




m OxyContin@ is 
a controlled 
release form of 
Schedule I I 
oxycodone 

Y Manufactured in 
tablet form and 
intended for oral 
i~gestjon 

= Controlled 
release allows 
for longer 
duration of 
drug action 

m Legitimately used 
as a medication 
to treat moderate 
to severe pain L 
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edical Use of ~xy~~n%in~ 
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Source: 2001 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse 
Dept of HHS I Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
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e controlled release method of delivery used 
OxyContirP allows for a longer duration of 
ug action, and consequently, it contains 

larger doses of the active ingredient ’ _ 
ontin@  is a single--entity oxycodone 
ct - most other oxycodone products 

contain aspirin or acetaminophen (“combinafion 
oxycodo~e’) 

xycontin~ is highlym dictive - Abusers can 
sily compromise the controlled release 

formulation for a powe~ul morphine-like high 
, 
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, Final Estimates 1994-2001 
ED Trends From Dawn, Preliminary Estimates January-June 2002 

Dept of HHS I Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminibtration (SAMHSA) 
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Addiction, crime, 
and fatal overdoses 
have all been 
reported 3.s a result 
of OxyContirP abuse 

The FDA has 
approved a new 
package insert for 
0xyContit-P with a 

ox” warning 
that includes: 
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Coordinated operations ave been 
itiated in DEA field offices to target 

i uals and organizations involved in 
iversion and abuse of OxyContin? 

s coo~dinati n with federal, 
state, an local agencies. 
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. . . . 

EA is utilizing the full range of its regulatory and 
administrative authority in pursuing action that will 

ake it more difficult for abusers to obtain 
OxyContin? EA is working closely with the FDA 
to strongly urge the rapid reformulation of 
OxyContin@ by Purdue Pharma, to the extent that it 
is technically possible, in order to reduce the abuse 
of the product, pa~i~ularly by injection. 
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DEA continues to stress the importance of voluntary 
cooperation from industry in adhering to the spirit 
and substance of existing law and regulation. The 
agency is increasing its cooperative efforts with all 

try i.n order to stem the abuse and 
ontin? As the sole manufacturer 

the cooperation of Purdue Pharma is 
ccess of IDEA’s Action Plan. 
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ive ic . 
An aggressive, national outreach effort is being 
made to educate the public, schools, the healthcare 

state and Ilocal governments on the 
dangers related. to the abuse of OxyContin? DEA is 
also pursuin federal legislative initiatives to assist 
states wit funding for prescription data collection 

and analysis. 
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