* Australian Government
% Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service

24 December 2003

Division of Dockets Management
(HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane

rm. 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

United States of America

RE: Docket No. 02N - 0278

Prior Notice of Imported Food Under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002

I refer to the Federal Register Notice, Docket No. 02N-0278 inviting comments on the interim final
rule for the prior notification of imported food published by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), Department of Health and Human Services, under the Public Health Security and
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act 2002 (Bioterrorism Act).

The Government of Australia welcomes the opportunity to comment on the prior notice provisions.
Australia’s specific comments on the Docket No. 02N-0278 are attached.

Yours sincerely

/K/V N TS |

Dr Ann McDonald

General Manager

Market Maintenance Group

Exports

Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service
Ph 61 2 6272 5254

Fax - 61262716522

E-mail ann.mcdonald@daff.gov.au

cC Andrew Burst, Agricultural Counsellor, US Embassy, Canberra
Andrew Cupit, Veterinary Counsellor, Australian Embassy, Washington
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