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ljutting Medication Information Visibly in Consumers’ Hands ]
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Medication E Are A Growing P o]

ppi 17% of med errors are g related
U8 Pharmacopoeia data published In CIBC World Markets Report September 2001)

= Most common types of medication errors

(as reported by y and hospital pl 1sts®)
- Wrong dosage 48%
Wrong drug given 32%
- Wrong route of administration 10%
Fatlure to catch interactions 22%
Fallure to catch contraindications 17%
- Failure to warn patients of potenfial hazards 15%
Other 46%

* Indicatos the percentage of respondents stating that thase typas of srvors happen oftan o
sometimes va those indicating that thase erfors rarely or never occur
Sourcs Drug Topes May 21 2001
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= Most common contributing factors
(Reported by commuity and hospital pharmacists®)

- Work Overload 39
Inadequate staffing 35
Look-alike/sound-afike drugs 32

- Farlure to catch a technictan's errors 31
Stmiarity in packaging 31

- egible prescnptions 30

- Insufficient prescription information 25
Confusionunciear labels 24

- Lack of system-wide conio! palicies of procedure 22

“Raparted on 8 ¥cale of 1-5, with § indicating the problem contiibutad “a grext deal to
medication errors in thas

Source Drug Topics May 21 2001
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