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-----Original Message-----
From: tcorbo@fwwatch.org [mailto:tcorbo@fwwatch.org]
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2007 10:18 PM
To: Yates, Juanita
Subject: Summary of remarks for April 13, 2007 Produce Safety public meeting

Summary of Remarks
Tony Corbo, Food & Water Watch
April 13, 2007 FDA Public Meeting on Produce Safety

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) needs more financial resources to do its food safety responsibilities.  Without those resources, the agency cannot ensure the safety of the 80% of the food supply it has under its jurisdiction in the United States.  These additional resources should be committed to hiring additional inspection personnel for both domestic and imported food, and for research into food borne pathogens.

In the case of fresh produce, the agency also needs to implement enforceable standards on the industry.  Some in industry have themselves requested government regulation, and the agency needs to request any additional authority it needs from the Congress to ensure that enforceable food safety standards are promulgated.

There is growing concentration in animal production in the United States.  Raising animals in concentrated animal feeding operations
(CAFOs) near produce farms could be a recipe for a major food borne illness outbreak.  For example, it has been estimated that some 300,000 additional dairy cows will be moving into the San Joaquin Valley of California where over 75% of California?s 1.7 million dairy cows are raised.  The San Joaquin Valley is also a major center of fresh fruit and vegetable production for the country.  The manure that is produced on CAFOs can lead to runoff that may contaminate nearby fruit and vegetable fields.  The FDA needs to coordinate with the Environmental Protection Agency and state agencies to ensure that proper precautions are being taken to ensure that animal waste is not contaminating produce.

Irradiation is being touted by some as a solution to food borne pathogens that contaminate produce.  There are drawbacks to this
technology: 1) It may not work with all produce; 2) It may be viewed as a ?silver bullet? by some in industry rather making sure that good manufacturing/agricultural practices are always being followed; 3) It is costly; 4) All irradiated foods need to be labeled so that consumers can make a choice.

________________________________________

Tony Corbo, Legislative Representative
Food & Water Watch
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Suite 225
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 797-6548
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