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and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration, HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is providing notice of a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), the Veterans Health Administration, and
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The purpose of the MOU is to enhance
knowledge and efficiency by providing for the sharing of information and
expertise between the Federal partners. The goals of the collaboration are to
explore ways to: Further enhance information sharing efforts through more
efficient and robust interagency activities; promote efficient utilization of tools
and expertise for product risk identification, validation and analysis; and build
infrastructure and processes that meet the common needs for evaluating the
safety, efficacy, and utilization of drugs, biologics, and medical devices, as well
as the safety and utilization of foods. The MOU is available on FDA’s Web

site at www.fda.gov/oc/mous/domestic/domesticmous.htm.

DATES: The agreement became effective November 25, 2008.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erik Mettler, Office of Policy, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 1, rm. 4324, Silver
Spring, MD 20993, 301-796-4830.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In accordance with 21 CFR 20.108(c), which
states that all written agreements and MOUs between FDA and others shall
be published in the Federal Register, the agency is publishing notice of this
MOU.
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December 11, 2008.

Associate issioner for Policy and Planning.
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