
Centralia Animal Disease 
Laboratory



Animal Disease Laboratories 
History and Purpose

• Established in 1948 by State Statute to:
– Monitor the health of domestic animals and wildlife

• Surveillance for diseases of economic importance whether 
naturally occurring or resulting from intentional introduction of 
a foreign animal disease or chemical agent   

– Provide diagnostic and regulatory services to Illinois 
consumers. 

• Moved to the present facility in 1984 





Food Safety & Animal Protection

Centralia and Galesburg Labs

1. Galesburg
Galesburg Animal Disease Lab

2. Centralia
Centralia Animal Disease Lab

1.

2.
• Provide analytical 

support on many 
levels for regulators, 
meat inspectors, 
veterinarians and 
Illinois citizens



Associations

• National Animal Health Laboratory Network
– USDA, APHIS TSE Contract Laboratory

• USDA Food Inspection Service
– Food Emergency Response Laboratory

• Illinois Department of Public Health 
– Water Potability Department



CADL Services
• Pathology

– Necropsy & Histopathology
• Microbiology (Bacteriology, Mycology & Parasitology)
• Serology
• Clinical Pathology
• Virology
• Toxicology
• Water Potability
• Food Safety



Pathology
Necropsy



Pathology - Necropsy
Tissue and Wastewater Disposal



USDA TSE Contract Laboratory

• Chronic Wasting Disease
– Cervids

• Scrapie
– Sheep & Goats

• Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (Mad Cow)
– Cattle- Remove Obex & Send to NVSL 



Histopathology
Immunohistochemistry 

Used to stain tissue slides with an antibody
impregnated dye to detect infectious agents



Virology
Positive Rabies- Bovine



Toxicology

• Test animal tissues, feed, soil, water etc. for: 
– Chemical Agents
– Mycotoxins

• Aflatoxin M1 in Milk
– Heavy Metals 





Food Safety - FERN

• United States Department of Agriculture Food 
Safety Inspection Service 
Toxicology
– Arsenic 



Food Safety- FERN

• VIDAS Instrument 
used to Test Food for 
Bacterial 
Contamination
– Salmonella
– E coli
– Listeria
– Staphlococcal 

enterotoxins





Water Potability

• Illinois EPA Municipal 
and Private Water 
Samples 
– Bacterial Identification

• Coliforms and 
Enterococcus

– Nitrate, Nitrite etc.
– $12/Sample
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