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Sylmar, CA 91342-3577 USA 
Tel 818 362 6822 

800 423 5611 

February 4, 2013 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Blake Bevill 

Director, Compliance Branch 

Los Angeles District Office 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

19701 Fairchild 

Irvine, CA 92612-2506 


Re: 	 St. Jude Medical, hnplantable Electronic Systems Division 
Initial Response to the January 1 0, 2013 Warning Letter, WL 15-13 

Dear Mr. Bevill, 

St. Jude Medical, hnplantab1e Electronic Systems Division1 
- Sylmar, CA (hereafter referred to as 

"IESD" or" the company") provides for your consideration this response to the January 10, 2013 
Warning Letter and third update response to the Inspectional Observations listed on the form FDA-483 
issued on October 17, 2012 by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Investigator. We 
submitted the initial response to the FDA-483 on November 7, 2012, and updates on December 7, 
2012 and January 7, 2013. We plan to submit our next update report to FDA on or before March 15, 
2013, followed by monthly updates until quarterly updates become more appropriate. 

We recognize and take seriously the significance of the Warning Letter and the FDA-483, and are 
committed to taking all actions necessary to ensure that our systems comply with appropriate FDA 
standards. As is described in our detailed response below, in addition to correcting the specific items 
listed in the W aming Letter, we have taken and are continuing to take actions to identify and address 
any systemic issues. 

In Appendix 1, "Response to the Warning Letter," we describe our completed and planned actions 
regarding process validation, test method validation, design verification, design history files (DHF), 
corrective and preventive action (CAPA), and Complaint Handling. To facilitate review, the Warning 
Letter items are bolded, followed by our response in regular font. Supporting documents relating to 
actions we have already taken are listed in Appendix 2, "List of Attachments." Appendix 3, "Table of 
Actions," is a comprehensive list of the completed and planned actions relating to each Warning Letter 
Item and FDA-483 Observation. 

1 St. Jude Medical Cardiac Rhythm Management Division ("CRMD") is now known as hnplantable 
Electronic Systems Division ("IESD") 
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Next we highlight some of the activities underway to drive improvements, not only to the 
specific areas found during the inspection, but to the business as a whole. The folJowing 
are just a few examples: 

27 to March 1, 2013; 

Implementing a Quality Management Software tool for Non Co.nf01ming 

Material Reports (NCMRs); 

Revising our Global Product Development Procedure to enhance design 

history file requirements including requhing test method validation prior to 

use of test methods during design verification and validation activities; 

Validating test methods used across our design verification and manufacturing 
activities, statting with leads design verification and progressing to all other 

product areas; 

Va~cesses used across our manufacturing activities, starting with 

th-flow meters and pressure gauges and expanding to all other 
product manufacturing lines; and 

Communicating directly with FDA MDR Reportability officials to better 

understand FDA's position on reportability of cettain product use scenarios 

during surgical procedures to improve our complaint handling procedures and 
future reporting. 

We consider the information contained in this letter and its attachments to be confidential 
commercial information and not subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information 
Act. Accordingly, we have designated this Jetter and its attaclunents as confidentiaL 

By February 15, 2013, Dr. Eric Fain, president of our Implantable Electronic Systems 
Division, will contact Dr. William Vitale, Compliance Officer to arrange a meeting with 
Mr. Daniel J. Starks, St. Jude Medicai ChiefExecutive Officer, and senior management 
to discuss the progress made to date and the planned actions outlined in the attached 
response. In the meantime, should you have any questions, please contact me by email at 
ptsung@sjm.com or by telephone at (818) 493-2451. 

Respectfully, 

PhilipTsu~
Vice President, Quality Assurance 
St. Jude Medical Implantable Electronic Systems Division 
15900 Valley View Cowt 
Sylmar, CA 91342 
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Appendices: 
1. Response to January 10, 2013 Warning Letter and October 17,2012 FDA-483 
2. List ofAttachments 
3. Table ofActions 

Copies Furnished: 
Mr. Alonza Cmse 
District Director 
Los Angeles District Office 
U.S. Food and Dmg Administration 
19701 Fairchild 
Irvine, CA 92612-2506 

Dr. William Vitale 
Compliance Officer 
Los Angeles District Office, Compliance Branch 
U.S. Food and Dmg Administration 
19701 Fairchild 
Irvine, CA 92612-2506 

Ms. Ingeborg Small 
Chief 
California Department of Public Health Food and Dmg Branch 
1500 Capitol Avenue, MS 7602 
P.O. Box 997435 
Sacramento, CA 95899-7435 

February 4, 2013 

Page 3 of3 




St. Jude Medical Response to WL 15-13 CONFIDENTIAL
I . 

Appendix 1 - RESPONSE TO WARNING LETTER 

This response lists the Warning Letter items in bold font type, followed by the actions 
completed and planned in regular font. See Appendix: 2, List ofAttaclunents, for list of 
the supporting documents related to the completed and planned actions outlined in our 
responses. See Appendix .3, Table ofActions, for the comprehensive list of the 
completed and planned actions. 

Warnin~ I.etter Item 1 (FDA 483 Observation l.b.) 

Failut·e to ensure, when the results of a process cannot be fully verified by 
subsequent inspection and test, that the process shall be validated with a high 
degree of assurance and approved according to established procedure, as required 
by 21 CFR 820.7~le, your farm created multiple different holders to 
hold leads durin~our firm did not specify how these holders were 
installed or qualified to ensure they met their intended use. 

We reviewed your firm's responses and conclude that they are not ade~our 
firm provided evidence that it performs a first article inspection of the
produced with these holders. However, your fn·m has not provided evidence that it 
has challenged .cess, nor has it perfot·med auy testing to demonstrate 
adequacy of the produced using these holders. Your firm has not provided a 
description or evidence of consideration of a systemic corrective action. 

Response: In our January 7, 2013 monthly status report, we provided results ofgap 
analyses and of the gaps performed with respect to the use of 
these s (see Attachment 1.1). Ongoing controls 
ofthe inclttding deli~rocess setup, -
assessment visual verification of the  are conducted on each 
lead produced. These controls assure that variation in the use of the holders 

has no adverse impact on product manufactured using these

machines. 


Planned 

Actions: 


By April 30, 201 3 the company will complete the following activities to 
demonstrate the adequacy ofthe installation and operation ofthe lead

- nachines per Table 1-1 below. 
Establish requirements and a standard operating procedure for a 
Master Validation Plan. 
Update our standard operating procedure for process validation to 
address gaps found and specifically clarify instructions for tooling and 
fixtures. 
Release process validation protocols for the 

and their holders. 

Execute Installation tlalifications I 	 ualifications• 

• 	

• 	

• 	
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(OQ) for 
Update risk ana 
process. 
Com~d validation for all test methods associated with 
leads~ 

Status of the process validation activities identified in Table 1-1, to include 
planned and actual completion dates, will be provided in monthly updates to 
this response. 

Update Work Instruction and Template for 
Equipment Specifications 

Process Validation Activity 

Table 1-l Validation Deliverables

• 	

• 	

St. Jude Medical Respon
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Process Control Periodic Monitoring 

In addition to the activities above for will develop and 
execute the following Master Validation Plans. 

~(JSt.er Va!idatlon Pl.an 

Develop Product Master Validation Plan 'tor Durata and 
Accent/Anthem Processes 

Update Master Validation Plan for Remaining Sylmar US 
PrCfduct pro~esses 

By April30, 2013, as a systemic corrective action, the company will develop 
a Sylmar manufacturing Master Validation Plan (MVP) to identify, assess, 
and demonstrate the process effectiveness, including associated 
holders/fixtures of all key manufacturing processes across all product lines. 
This MVP will identify the product, process, tools/fixtures, equipment, etc. 
and the requirements for equipment qualification, installation qualification, 
operational qualification and/or performance qualification as appropriate to 
the process and the planned dates for process validation completion. This 
plan will initially include the MVP for Durata and Accent/Anthem and will be 
updated in subsequent monthly updates to include all product lines by July 
30, 2013 as shown in Table 1-l above. This plan will be updated as 
necessary and will be provided in our monthly updates to this response. As 
we undertake these activities, should we modify our process validation 
procedures or work instructions to provide improved guidance to personnel, a 
copy of the revised document and associated training records will also be 
submitted in a monthly update to this response. 

. .. . .. .. 

__ . 

CONFJDENTIM 



Warning Lettt:r Item 2 (FDA 483 Observation 1 f) 

Failure to establish procedures for monitoring and control of process parameters 
for validated processes to ensure that the specified requirements continue to be met, 

21 For example, your firm does not monito1· the flow 
ines to ensure 

We reviewed your firm's nsponses and conclude that they are not 
firm stated that it will instaU pressure and flow meters to monitor the 
flow to these macltiues and establlslt procedures to monitor and control 
flow. However, your fl1·m did not provide evidence of implementation of these 
corrective actions or consideration of a systemic corrective action. 

Response: The installation of the pressure and flow meters is underway. Below we 

describe the completed and upcoming actions. I~ompany 


perfonned · that demonstrated the-snot 

affected by · flow; therefore, product 

manufactured is not 


Completed 
Actions: 

Decernbf!f 20, 2012, the company completed t11e calibration of these 

· and flow meters. See Attachment 2.1 for a copy ofsan1ple 


calibration records for the~ressure and flow meters. 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~ 

On Ja- 31, 2013, the company completed the equipment specifications 
for the ressure and flow meters. See Attachment 2.2 containing Doc. 
6004776 ev. A Equipment Specification for Pressure Gage- and 

7759 Rev. A Equipment Specification for- Flow Meter 

Planned 

Actions: 


By February 3, the company will conduct process validation activities 
associated with the installation ofth~ressure and flow meters. These 
activities will include a process valid~n, an installation qualification 
~ulting reports for the installation qualification for each of the 

-to be installed with the~ressure and flow meters. 


As described in Response 1 above, we are developing a Master Validation 

Plan to assess all process validations for adequate identification of input 

variables, processing steps, output characteristics, and the monitoring and 

control necessary to maintain the validated state ~ess control. This 

MVP will · processes that may need_.,ressure and flow 

meters used ofother lines. 


~--------~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~----------------------~ 

St. Jude Medical Response to WL 15-13 CO~FII>ENTIAJt
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Warning Letter Itc~ 3 (FDA 483 Observation 2) 

Failure to establish and maintain adequate procedures for verifying the device 
design. Design verification shall confrrm that the design output meets the design 
input requirements, as required by 21 CFR 820.30(f). For example: 

a. Your firm failed to validate 
-estmethods implemented during the design 

These test methods were created in-house to verify your firm's design htputs; 
however, they were not based on and did not follow a national standard. 

. D, released 05109 during design 
Specifically, the procedure required each 

5 tests would be conside1·ed the result. 
However, your firm only tested each lead one time to determine the results. 

C. 
 The adequacy of your frrm's responses cannot be determined at this time. Your firm 
stated that it will prioritize and conduct the test method validations for this and 
other product lines. Furthermore, your firm will perform a systematic review of 
completion dates of key phases in design history files to identify and remediate any 
gaps. However, evidence of these conective actions was not provided. 

ResQonse; Below we describe the completed and plaMed actions pertaining to the Test 
Method Validations, and the Key Phases in the Design History Fi1es (DHF). 

ComQleted 
Actions: 

Key Phases in the DHF 
We updated the procedure, SOP 2.1 "Global Product Development Protocol'', 
to require that design inputs are completed prior to design verification via the 
gate review process. Revision T of the procedure, which was included in our 
December 7, 2012 response, is included as Attachment 3.1 (see Sec. 8.8 and 
8.9 of SOP 2.1 Rev. T). 

Test Method Validations 
We updated the procedure 60046416, ''Test Method Validation", to clarify the 
definitions of different types ofmeasurements and tests and to specify that 
test methods require validation. Revision B of the procedure is included as 
Attac1unent 3.2. 

St. Jude Medical Response to WL 15-13 CONFIDENTIAL 
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We have developed and approved a plan, Doc. 60047799 Rev. ~ 
3.3) (TMV) applicablet~ 

Wehav
also "'"'"'"'"'"" "'u""'"' leads includin
protocols for Attachment 3.4 for
Doc.60047 Doc. 60047733 Rev. A) and a 

(see Attachment 3.6 for Doc. 60047727 Rev. A). 
reported in future monthly updates. 

Planned 
Actions: 

Key Ph~ses in the DHF 
We expect to complete the systematic review of the US product DHFs and 
their remediation activities by June 30, 2013. 

From Feb1uary 27 to March 1, 2013, will train company personnel on 
design controls, including the development and review ofdesign verification 
and design validation protocol requirements and acceptance criteria. We are 
requiring personnel :fi·om Development, Program Management, Quality, and 
Internal Auditing to complete this training. 

Upon completion of this training, we will develop an internal design control 
trai~dule by April30, 2013. We also expect to incorporate input from 
the-training in a revised version ofSOP 2.1 Global Product 
Development Protocol by April30, 2013. on items such as: 

creation of a DHF index, 
velification ofDHF contents, 
review of adequacy ofDHF contents, and 
require test method validation and/or Equipment Qualification prior to 
the use of test methods and equipment for design verification and 
design validation activities. 

v •\J•vvJ'" to validate test 
(see Attachments 3.4, 3.5, 
will be completed and 

va••tJ•·'"'on dates of the test remain February 28, 
April30, 2013 for and May31, 

By April30, 2013, we will update the Master Validation Plan to include an 
assessment for required Test Method Validations for Durata and 
Accent/Anthem and 30 2013 the for other 

Page6 of20 
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US products. As we undertake these activities, should we modifY our test 
method validation procedures or work instructions to provide improved 
guidance to personnel, a copy of the revised document and associated training 
records will also be submitted in a monthly update to this response. 
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Warning Lette1· Item.4 (FDA 483 ObservationS) 

Failure to establish and maintain a design history flle for each type of device, as 
requh·ed by 21 CFR 820.300). For example, your firm was unable to demonstrate 
when key clements of a design history file for the Durata design project were 
conducted and approved, such as design inputs, outputs, verification, validation, 
and design transfer. 

The adequacy of your firm's responses cannot be determined at this time. Your firm 
stated that it will conduct a systematic review of the design history files for currently 
manufactured products to identify any required remediation. Your frrm will cr eate 
and add a summary document that outlines the gate completion dates for design 
inputs, outputs, verification, validation, and t ransfer to each design history file. 
How~ver, evidence of these correction actions was not p rovided. 

Response: As stated in the response to Item 3 above, and in our November 7, 2012 initial 
response and January 7, 2013 monthly status update to the FDA-483, we have 
begun a systematic review ofdocumentation and design process deliverables 
associated with key phases of the design and development process as 
represented in Design History Files (DHF) ofcurrent US distributed products. 
This is expected to be completed by June 30,2013 . 

Planned 
Actions: 

The review and remediation of the DHF, including incorporation ofa DHF 
index and verification of the adequacy of the contents of the DHF, will be 
based on results ofthe ongoing test method validation performed on Durata 
and other product lines. We plan to complete the review and remediation by 
June 30, 2013. 

To address the observation that while key phases of the DHF were completed 
but the DHF was not organized to demonstrate the sequencing ofapprovals, 
we will employ gate reviews at each stage and organize our DHFs ofcurrent 
US distributed products to better reflect the timing ofthe internal approvals of 
these gate reviews. 

As stated in . se to Item 3 above, design control training will be 
perfonned by t the St. Jude Medical IESD~Sylmar facility from 
February 27 to Marc 1, 2013. Upon completion of this training, we will 
develop a desi ol training module. We also expect to incorporate 
input from the r aining in a revised version of SOP 2.1 Global Product 
Development Protocol. 

CONFJDENTJAL 
February 4, 2013 
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Warning Letter Item 5 (FDA Observations 7.A.a., 7.A.b., 8.1) 

Failure to establish and maintain procedures for implementing corrective and 

preventive action, as required by 21 CFR 820.100(a). For example: 


a. Your firm's procedure, Corrective and Preventive Action Procedure, SOP 3.3.5 

Rev. Y, dated May 30, 2012, states that a CAPA (PIR: Product Improvement 

request) closure memo shall include a statement of effectiveness of the CAPA. 

However, your firm's CAPAs designated as PIR 12-004 and PIR 11-013 were closed 

on August 16, 2012, and September 14, 2012, respectively, without a statement or 

reference to a verification of effectiveness. 


b. Your firm's procedure, Corrective and Preventive Action Procedure, SOP 3.3.5 

Rev. Y, dated May 30, 2012, states that an effectiveness check shall be performed on 

any PIR that has been closed, unless there is a justification that no effectiveness 

check is required. However, your firm's CAPAs designated as PIR 12-008 and PIR 


·12-007 were closed on September 10, 2012, and September 11, 2012, respectively, 
and state that "no effectiveness check is required" without any documented 
justification. 

c. Your firm's CAPA procedures do not require a determination as to whether the 

action taken adversely affects the finished device. 


The adequacy of your firm's responses cannot be determined at this time. Your firm 

provided its revised procedure, Corrective and Preventive Action Procedure, SOP 

3.3.5 Rev. AA, which now requires that a determination be made as to whether the 

action taken adversely affects the fmished device. Your firm stated it will conduct a 

retrospective review of CAP As to identify and address any gaps verification of 

effectiveness activities. However, evidence of this corrective action was not provided. 


Resnonse: Below the company provides details about the completed and planned actions 
pertaining to the retrospective review of the CAP As and improvement of the 
CAP A training module. 

Comnleted 
Actions: 

We completed a retrospective review of CAP As, opened between October 31, 
2010 and October 31,2012, to identifY and address any gaps in: 

a) the verification of effectiveness activities, and 
b) the documentation of whether actions taken adversely affected the 
finished device. 

Based on the findings ofthe retrospective review, we completed the CAP A 
memoranda. See Attachments 5.1 thru 5.15 for the CAPA memorandum that 
we completed to amend the CAP A files. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
February 4, 2013 
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Planned 
Actions: 

By March 31, 2013, a CAP A Training Module will be developed to further 
train Development, Manufacturing, and Quality personnel to: 

The overall CAP A process 
Verify that any CAP A driven design changes do not adversely affect 
the finished device. 
Understand the requirement for, and guidance on, effectiveness checks 
for CAP A. 

This training will focus the trainee on: 

when to create the effectiveness check plan, 

how the problem statement and the investigation leads to the items 
and metrics evaluated for effectiveness checks, 

and how to define the effectiveness check criteria using those items 
and metrics 

A copy of the CAP A training module and training records will be provided 
to FDA in a subsequent monthly status report. 
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MDR-related Warning Letter Item (FDA 483 Observation 9.b.2.) 

Failure to report to the FDA no later than 30 calendar days after the day that your firm 
received or otherwise became aware of information, from any source, that reasonably 
suggests that a device that yout· firm markets malfunctioned and that this device ot· a 
similar device that your firm markets would be likely to cause or contt·ibute to a death 
or serious injury, if the malfunction were to recur, as required by 21 CFR 803.50(a)(2). 

For example, complaint numbers AHH029263, BKBI0735, AHH24652, and ADH32782 
refer to malfunctions of your fimt's Durata lead. The Durata lead is a life-supporting or 
Jife·sustafning medical device and a malfunction involving such a device is reportable. 
See Medical Devices; Medical User Facility and Manufacturer Reporting, Certification 
and Registration (preamble); Final Rule, 60 Fed. Reg. 63585, comment 12 (Dec. 11, 
1995}. There is no information in your firm's complaint file that justifies why the 
malfunctions referenced above would not be likely to cause or contribute to a 
repo1·table death or serious injury were they to recur. An MDR should ltave been 
submitted for each of ~he referenced complaints. 

Response: SJM uses the procedure entitled, Detailed Work Instruction DWI 9.0.4.1, 
Rev. AB,"Complaint Handling Processes" to evaluate and submit required 
MDR reports to FDA as shown in Attachment 6.1 (See Appendix B and C in 
DWI-9.0.4.1 Rev. AB for a description on reportable and non-reportable 
events). 

The complaints associated with the four Durata serial numbers (AHH029263, 
BKB10735, AHH24652, and AHD32782) related to difficulty in extending 
the helix. (screw) mechanism during the attempted implant procedure of the 
lead. In each case, the lead was removed during implant and a new lead was 
successfully implanted with no report ofan associated adverse event. Backup 
spare leads are routinely available at the locations where implant procedures 

u ......... • ~al analyzed the returned leads. In each 
identified as the cause of the issue 

experienced in the field. B on our current complaint procedures, these 
events were determined to be product malfunctions that did not lead to a 
serious injury or death, and were not likely to cause serious injury or. death 
upon recutTence, because the consequence was a slightly prolonged procedure 
time. 

Through the feedback during the October 2012 inspection and this subsequent 
Warning Letter, we now understand FDA's position is that these events are 
reportable and we will modify our complaint handling procedures as shown in 
the following "Planned Actions" section. 

Completed 
Actions: 

The company filed these four Durata complaints as MDRs on January 31, 
2013. See Attachment 6.2 for the MDRs 2017865-2013-01258 2017865
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2013-01265, 2017865-2013-01259, and 2017865-2013-01252) for serial 
numbers AHH029263, BKB10735, AHH24652, and AHD32782. 

Planned 

Actions: 


We contacted the Reportability Review Team ofthe FDA's MDR Policy 
Branch on January 16, 17, 21, and 29,2013, in an effort to discuss these cases 
and better understand FDA's position. As of the date of this response, we 
have not received feedback from FDA. 

The company will develop a plan to retrospectively review the MDR 
reportability ofcomplaints over the past two years (February 2011 to January 
2013) associated with this lead helix issue, and other types of complaints 
associated with the attempted implant ofour products (not limited to our leads 
product line). We will continue to contact FDA's MDR Policy Branch for 
further guidance. By March 31, 2013, the written plan will detail the scope, 
method, and estimated timeline of the retrospective review and will be 
provided in the next monthly update to this response. 

By February 28, 2013, the work instruction, "Complaint Handling Processes 
Detailed Work Instruction" (DWI) 9.0.4.1, will be revised accordingly to 
ensure future reporting of these events and training of Complaint Handling 
and MDR Reporting personnel will be conducted. 

February 4, 2013 
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