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NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Harold R. Henderson

Executive Vice President for

Labor Relations/

Chairman NFLMC

August 20, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville MD 20852

RE:  Dietary Supplements/Position Statement of the National Football League
On behalf of the National Football League, thank you for the opportunity to present a brief statement of our position on the regulation of dietary supplements.  As an organization that employs world-class professional athletes, we view this as a serious issue.  In our view, athletes represent a special category of potential supplement users.  Because their success is largely a function of their physical ability and conditioning, they are more sensitive to issues regarding their health and fitness.  Additionally, athletes are more at risk because they face greater pressures to use supplements as part of their daily training regimen.  Without effective labeling and quality testing, athletes taking supplements are placing their health and livelihoods in jeopardy.

Experience has shown that these substances, particularly those that claim to enhance strength, muscle mass, endurance or the like, often contain ingredients that are not listed on the packaging.  Moreover, some manufacturers of these products have marketed and promoted benefits and properties that have not been proven, or even tested, in some cases.  Finally, we are highly concerned that too little attention is placed on warnings regarding possible adverse effects and drug interactions.

In light of these issues, it is our view that these so-called “dietary supplements” should be brought under the full regulation of the Food and Drug Administration with the same oversight as drugs.  Only then can athletes and the general public be assured that the products that are available for purchase have been independently tested for efficacy, safety and purity.  Given the potential consequences, we strongly urge you to take the necessary steps toward this end and we gladly offer any assistance we can provide.







Sincerely,







Harold R. Henderson

Butler, Jennie C

From:
TaylorF@NFL.com

Sent:
Friday, August 20, 1999 2:43 PM

To:
FDADockets@test.oc.fda.gov

Subject:
CFSAN/COMMENTS RE: DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

Attached please find the comments of the National Football League concerning

the regulation of dietary supplements pursuant to the stakeholder meeting of

June 8, 1999.  If you have any trouble reading the attachment, please reply

to this e-mail address or contact Flora Taylor at 

212-450-2221.
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