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Fresh Farm Productsi Inc.-’%%u#.

PROW,ICE OF USA, P.C). BOX 1453, AMERICUS, GEORGIA 31709

December 15, 1997

Dockers Management Branch (HFA.305)
Food & Dmg )himhdStMiOn 7832 ’97 lJEC~2 p7:~4

12420 Parklawn Drive - Rrn 1-23
Rockvik. MD 20857

RE Docket#97N-0451

This later is in raponse te the DRAFI’ guidelines on m~crobial safety of produce reeently promulgated by the
Food & ~Ng Admlrdstration and prusented at a series ofl%bll~ Hearings held during the week ofDecember
J-5, 1997. Wh[Ie I commend an jnithive which would enhance consumer coti[dence in the sefe~ of US
grown fruit and vegetables, I have several sarious eorw!.rns regarding the process ad the DIUIFT guidelines,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The rapid pa~e of hearings, pubhcdon and mmments nmy overlook aodlor ignore rosmrdI currently
in process which was initiated by FDA. The National Advisory Committee on Micrubio!oglud
Criteria for Foods (NACMCF) is addressing this food stiety issue. However, due to the complexity
of our industry and lack of sound research infbrmatlon as to potential sources microbiological hazards
this research process m!wt follow a systematic process. Itcannot be hur~ed or short Gutted. Any
effon 10put in place federal standards on how to grow, harvest and handle wmmoditim should have a
scientific basis ~ .

The produce !pdustry is actively engaged in efforts to assure the microbiological safely of fresh @it ‘
and Vegetables. In wodci~ on this project our indwtxy has found there is too llttle sound scientific
knowledge re#jarding the sources of microbial haards. Until sufllcient research is uvailable, I fkel it
is ridiculcm .m give the wnswner a I%LSOsense of stzurity and diminish their confldan= when there is
aaother fod safety outbreak allegedly caused by produce,

On&IFDA issue guidelinq the marketplace will rapidly make the guide~nw mandatory through
contrmx provisions. ThB will requireme, andall ofier US producers that =wmtm sell our product, to
expend resources to adjust our production practices; adJustrnents whleh may have no appreciable
effect ~n improving food stiety.

.

We li~e and work in a globe! marketplace, Most growers compete against imported products, but
FDA has proposed no time Iine or strategy for having these guidelines apply to our ‘trading pmtrter
Ceurltries.’ Agak.putting us on an unlevei playing field with our “tradingpzulners,’ Plus, ifrhe US
forces our trading partners to follow a document not bwxi on science, the requirement will inevitably
be challenged as a non-tariff trade barrier. = - .,

Our industry has a long history of providing the highestqualhy, salks~ most economical produce in the worId.
To continue this Uadition. . .FDA should be wncemed with pushing for real sciemific understanding not
offer the quick fix of a pubIlc reladons perception campaign.
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