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The International Food Additives Council (IFAC) is a U.S. based international trade organization 
representing companies who produce high quality substances used worldwide as food additives. 
IFAC appreciates the efforts of the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) and the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) to modernize standards of identity and is pleased that the agencies 
are proposing principles to facilitate technological advances and consistency with international 
food standards.    
 
IFAC supports the continued need for food standards and basically agrees with the general 
principles for establishing, revising and eliminating a food standard set out in the May 20 
proposed rule.  IFAC specifically supports proposed 21 CFR 130.5(b)(6), “The food standard 
should permit maximum flexibility in the food technology used to prepare the standardized food 
so long as that technology does not alter the basic nature or essential characteristics, or adversely 
affect the nutritional quality or safety, of the food and 21 CFR 130.5(b)(13), “Names of 
ingredients and functional use categories in a food standard should be consistent with other food 
standards and relevant regulations in this chapter, and, when appropriate, incorporate current 
scientific nomenclature.”  Further to these proposed principles, there should be a generic means 
of incorporating minor changes needed to update standards (i.e., naming a functional class of 
food additive or GRAS ingredient in place of a specific ingredient) or an abbreviated petition 
required for such a minor change in a standard.    
  
IFAC is concerned that the agencies have not proposed any sort of timeframe to address petitions 
for establishing, revising or eliminating a food standard.  Since the agencies have invested 
considerable effort in a proposal to modernize standards of identity it seems appropriate that 
FDA and FSIS would also wish to insure that action is taken as a result of new regulations 
resulting from the May 20 proposal.  From an industry standpoint, significant effort is required to 
prepare petitions and it is important to the food industry that the agencies provide for a timely 
response to petitions submitted. IFAC urges the agencies to provide in the final regulation for a 
timely response from the agencies to submitted petitions.  
 



 
IFAC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the May 20 proposal on General Principles for 
Food Standards and Food Standards Modernization and urges the FDA and FSIS to adopt 
regulations that will expedite the approval of technological advances either generically or 
through a simplified petition process.  IFAC also supports international harmonization of 
standards.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Lyn O’Brien Nabors 
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