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List of Definitions for ABA Proposed Descriptors 
(all sites from Webster’s II, New Riverside University Dictionary) 

 
Additional: 1. the act or process of adding.  2. Something added. Additional (adjective) 
 
Devoid:  completely lacking 
 
Lacking:  1. a deficiency or absence. 2. Something needed. 
 
Void:  1. containing no matter. 2. lacking. 
 
Inconsequential: 1. without consequence or importance. 2. inconsequent. 
 
Trace:  1. a visible mark or sign of a person or thing formerly present. 2. a barely 
perceptible indication. 
 
Minus:  1. reduced by the subtraction of. 2. lacking. 
 
Foundation: 1. the act of establishing. 2. the basis on which a thing stands, is founded, or 
is supported. 
 
Basis:  1. a supporting element. 2. the chief component or fundamental ingredient. 
 
Groundwork: preliminary work. 
 
Base:  1. a supporting layer or part: foundation. 2. a chief component or fundamental 
ingredient. 
 
Supplies:  an amount available or sufficient for a given use. 
 
Significant: having or expressing a meaning. 
 
Prominent:  1. immediately noticeable. 2. widely known. 
 
Substantial:  ample. 
 
Lyte: a fanciful spelling of “light”. 
 
Scant:  1. lacking in quantity or amount. 2. being slightly less than a specific measure. 
 
Minor:  lesser smaller in amount, extent or size. 
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Limited:  confined or restricted within certain limits. 
 
Meager:  having little flesh. 2. deficient in richness, fertility, or vigor. 
 
Small:  1. having relatively little size or slight dimensions. 2. of limited importance or 
significance. 
 
Measly:  odiously small. 
 
Pinch:  to squeeze between the thumb and a finger, the jaws of a tool, or other edges. 
 
Smidgen:  a minute quantity or portion. 
 
Dab:  a very small amount. 
 
Slight: small in size, degree, or amount. 
 
Reinforced: to strengthen, as by adding extra support or padding. 
 
Strengthened:  to make or become stronger. 
 
Enhanced: to increase or make greater, as in value, beauty, or reputation. 
 
Supplemented: to provide or form a supplement to. 
 
Larger: 1. greater than average in size, extent, quantity, or amount. 2. greater than 
average in scope, breadth, or capacity. 
 
Increased:  to become greater or larger. 
 
Greater:  1. extremely large. 2. large in quantity or number. 
 
Boosted:  to increase. 
 
Raised: made light and high by leavening such as yeast. 
 
Diminished:  to make or cause to seem smaller or less. Diminished (verb) 
 
Decreased:  to grow or cause to grow gradually smaller or less, as in a number, amount, 
or intensity. 
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Lessen:  to cause to decrease. 
 
Lesser:  smaller in amount, value, or important, esp. in comparison between two things. 
 
Cut:  1. to lessen the strength of. 2. to dissolve by breaking down the fat of. 
 
Reduction: the amount by which something is lessened or diminished. 
 
Subtraction:  the act or process of subtracting. 
 
Declined:  to decrease gradually. 
 
Lower:  1. to reduce in value, quality, or degree. 2. to weaken. 
 
Minimized:  to reduce to the smallest possible amount, size, extent, or degree. 


